Walk Two Moons

Walk Two Moons is a captivating novel by Sharon M. Draper that has touched the hearts of readers
around the world. Its rich storytelling, complex characters, and thought-provoking themes make it a
compelling read for young adults and adults alike. In this article, we will explore the key aspects of Walk
Two Moons, including its plot, themes, characters, and why it continues to be a significant work in
contemporary literature.

Overview of Walk Two Moons

Walk Two Moons is a young adult novel published in 1994, which has received numerous awards, including
the Newbery Medal in 1995. The story is narrated by Salamanca "Sal" Hiddle, a teenage girl who embarks
on a journey of self-discovery while trying to understand her mother's mysterious disappearance. The
novel intertwines Sal's personal story with the tale of her friend Phoebe’s family, creating a dual narrative
that explores themes of loss, identity, and healing. The title itself alludes to a journey—both literal and
emotional—that the characters undertake.

Plot Summary

The Beginning of Sal's Journey Sal Hiddle lives in a small town in Ohio with her father. Her mother has
recently left the family, and Sal is struggling with feelings of abandonment and confusion. To help her
cope, Sal's father decides to take her on a road trip to Idaho to visit her grandparents, believing that a
change of scenery might help. The Road Trip and Self-Discovery During their journey, Sal reflects on her
life, her relationship with her mother, and her memories of her childhood. She also learns about Phoebe, a
girl from her school whose family is going through a crisis, paralleling Sal's own experiences. Parallel
Stories: Phoebe and Sal Phoebe's story involves her feelings about her missing mother and her own
struggles with understanding her family. The novel alternates between Sal's journey and Phoebe's story,
illustrating how different lives can be interconnected through themes of loss and hope. The Climax and
Resolution As Sal and her father reach Idaho, Sal begins to understand the importance of accepting
change and forgiving herself and others. The novel concludes with Sal gaining a new perspective on her
mother's departure and her own identity.

Major Themes in Walk Two Moons

Understanding the themes of Walk Two Moons enhances appreciation of its depth and message. Here are
some of the prominent themes explored in the novel:

Loss and Grief

The novel grapples with various forms of loss—death, separation, and emotional abandonment. Sal's
mother's disappearance is a catalyst for her emotional journey, prompting her to confront her feelings and
find healing.
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Identity and Self-Discovery

Sal's journey is also about discovering who she is beyond her circumstances. Her experiences on the road
and her reflections help her realize her strength and resilience.

The Power of Stories

Stories serve as a means of understanding and coping. Both Sal and Phoebe tell stories to make sense of
their experiences, emphasizing the importance of storytelling in healing.

Family and Relationships

The novel explores complex family dynamics, including love, betrayal, and forgiveness. It highlights how
relationships shape our understanding of ourselves and others.

Characters in Walk Two Moons

The novel features memorable characters whose personalities and development drive the story forward.

Salamanca "Sal" Hiddle

- The protagonist and narrator - A thoughtful, introspective girl - Struggles with her mother's absence -
Embarks on a road trip to find closure and understanding

Mrs. Cadaver

- Sal's teacher and confidante - Encourages Sal to express herself through storytelling - Represents wisdom
and guidance

Gramps and Grams

- Sal's grandparents in Idaho - Offer love and support - Help Sal understand family history and forgiveness

Phoebe Winterbottom

- Sal's friend from school - Has her own story of loss and mystery - Develops a deep friendship with Sal

Mr. Winterbottom

- Phoebe’s father - A complex character involved in Phoebe's storyline

Why Walk Two Moons Remains a Classic

Several factors contribute to the enduring popularity of Walk Two Moons:

1. Relatable Themes: Its exploration of universal themes like loss, identity, and family resonate with
readers of all ages.



2. Complex Characters: Well-developed characters with realistic emotions make the story compelling
and authentic.

3. Engaging Narrative Style: The dual storytelling and use of storytelling within storytelling create a
layered reading experience.

4. Educational Value: The novel is often included in school curriculums for its literary merit and thematic
richness.

SEO Tips for Finding Information About Walk Two Moons

If you're searching for resources or reviews about Walk Two Moons, consider using keywords like: - Walk
Two Moons summary - Walk Two Moons characters - Themes in Walk Two Moons - Walk Two Moons book
review - Sharon M. Draper novels These keywords can help you find detailed analyses, lesson plans, and
discussion guides that deepen your understanding of the book.

Conclusion

Walk Two Moons by Sharon M. Draper is a beautifully written novel that explores profound themes through
the lens of a young girl’s emotional journey. Its narrative combines humor, tragedy, and hope, making it a
powerful story about resilience and understanding. Whether you are a student, teacher, or casual reader,
this book offers valuable lessons about life, loss, and the importance of storytelling. By examining its plot,
characters, and themes, readers can appreciate why Walk Two Moons continues to be a beloved classic in
young adult literature. If you haven't read it yet, consider adding it to your reading list to experience the
heartfelt journey that has captivated millions around the world.

Walk Two Moons: An In-Depth Review of Sharon Creech’s Compelling Novel
Introduction: An Overview of Walk Two Moons

Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech is widely regarded as a modern classic in children’s and young adult
literature. First published in 1994, the novel has garnered numerous awards, including the Newbery Medal
in 1995, cementing its status as a significant contribution to contemporary storytelling. Creech’s narrative
intricately weaves themes of loss, identity, family, and the search for meaning through the perspective of
Salamanca “Sal” Aceves de la Cruz, a young girl embarking on an emotional journey that transcends mere
geographical travel.

This review aims to analyze the novel’s core elements, including its plot structure, character development,
thematic depth, stylistic choices, and cultural relevance. The goal is to provide readers—whether
newcomers or those revisiting the book—with a comprehensive understanding of why Walk Two Moons
continues to resonate across generations.

Plot Summary and Narrative Structure
The Journey of Sal: A Tale of Loss and Discovery

At its core, Walk Two Moons is a coming-of-age story narrated in the first person by Sal. The novel begins
with a heartfelt account of her family's decision to relocate from Ohio to Idaho following her mother’s
mysterious departure. Sal’s grief is compounded by her father’s recent death, and her emotional state is
complicated further by her yearning to connect with her mother.
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The narrative’s structure is non-linear, interweaving Sal’s current story with her memories and the stories
of others she encounters, especially her grandparents and new friends. Creech employs a dual-layered
storytelling technique: Sal’s external journey to Idaho mirrors her internal quest for understanding her
family’s secrets and her own identity.

The novel is divided into multiple chapters that alternate between Sal’s present-day experiences and the

stories her grandparents tell her about their past, notably the legend of the “Lupa,” a wolf who guides her
through her emotional wilderness. This duality enhances the thematic richness and engages readers with
varying storytelling modes.

The Significance of the Title

The title, Walk Two Moons, is both literal and metaphorical. In the story, Sal’s grandmother tells her about
a legend where a wolf guides travelers—symbolizing guidance, companionship, and the importance of
listening to one’s inner voice. On a literal level, Sal and her grandparents embark on a physical journey,
traveling across states. On a deeper level, the “walk” symbolizes the emotional and psychological journey
Sal undertakes to confront her grief, discover her roots, and find closure.

Character Analysis: Depth and Development
Salamanca “Sal” Aceves de la Cruz

Sal is a richly developed protagonist whose voice is authentic and compelling. Her character embodies
resilience, vulnerability, and curiosity. Throughout the novel, she transitions from a girl overwhelmed by
grief and confusion to a young person gaining insight and acceptance. Her reflections and internal
dialogues reveal a nuanced understanding of loss and the importance of storytelling as a means of
healing.

Sal's Family and Relationships

1. Sal's Mother: An elusive figure whose departure from the family triggers the narrative’s central conflict.
Her absence prompts Sal to seek understanding about her mother’s motives, leading to revelations
about her own identity.

2. Sal's Father: A gentle, caring man who shares a close bond with Sal. His grief over losing his wife
contrasts with Sal’s own emotional struggles.

3. Grandma and Gramps: Sal’s grandparents serve as both grounding figures and storytellers. Their
wisdom and stories act as guiding lights for Sal’s journey, emphasizing themes of tradition, history, and
cultural roots.

Supporting Characters

1. Phoebe Winterbottom: Sal’s new friend, who has her own secrets and emotional struggles. Phoebe’s
character adds complexity and demonstrates themes of trust and friendship.

2. Ben: A neighbor and friend who provides support and companionship, representing the importance of
community during times of hardship.

Thematic Analysis
Grief and Loss

At its core, Walk Two Moons explores the multifaceted nature of grief. Sal’s journey is both literal and



metaphorical—she physically travels to Idaho while emotionally navigating her mother’s disappearance
and her father’s death. Creech delicately portrays grief as a process that is non-linear, emphasizing that
understanding and healing take time and are often accompanied by stories and memories.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Sal's internal conflict revolves around her understanding of her identity—her cultural background, her
family history, and her personal feelings. The novel highlights the significance of storytelling and history in
shaping one’s sense of self. The legend of the Lupa symbolizes this quest for guidance and understanding.

Family and Cultural Heritage

The novel celebrates multiculturalism, particularly through Sal’'s Mexican-American heritage. Creech
emphasizes the importance of cultural roots and traditions, illustrating how they provide strength and
continuity amid change and loss.

The Power of Stories

Throughout the narrative, stories serve as vital tools for connection and healing. Sal's grandmother’s
stories, her own memories, and the legends of the Lupa all function as mechanisms to process grief,
understand others, and find meaning.

Stylistic and Literary Devices
Narrative Style

Creech employs a conversational, accessible prose style that appeals to young readers while offering
depth suitable for older audiences. Sal’s voice is authentic, filled with humor, vulnerability, and poetic
reflection.

Use of Legend and Folklore

The incorporation of folklore, especially the legend of the Lupa, adds layers of symbolism and cultural
richness. These stories act as allegories for the characters’ emotional experiences and serve to connect
personal journeys with universal themes.

Symbolism

1. The Walk: Symbolizes life’s journey, growth, and healing.
2. The Lupa (Wolf): Represents guidance, instincts, and the natural cycle of life.
3. The Moon: Frequently referenced, symbolizing change, cycles, and reflection.

Imagery and Metaphor

Creech’s poetic use of imagery enhances emotional resonance. Descriptions of the natural landscape, the
moon, and wolves evoke mood and symbolize internal states.

Cultural and Educational Significance
Representation and Diversity

Walk Two Moons stands out for its portrayal of cultural diversity. Sal’s Mexican-American background is
woven seamlessly into the narrative, providing representation that enriches the story and offers readers
insight into multicultural identities.
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Educational Value

The novel is frequently included in school curricula for its themes and literary merit. It encourages
discussions about grief, empathy, storytelling, and cultural heritage. Its layered narrative also makes it
suitable for analytical exercises, such as character studies, thematic essays, and discussions on
symbolism.

Awards and Critical Reception

The novel's acclaim, including the Newbery Medal, underscores its literary excellence and popularity.
Critics have praised Creech’s ability to craft emotionally authentic characters and her skillful blending of
humor and depth.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Walk Two Moons has maintained its relevance over decades, appealing to multiple generations of readers.
Its themes of loss, hope, and identity are universal, and Creech’s storytelling approach invites empathy
and reflection. Many educators and librarians consider it a must-read for fostering emotional intelligence
and cultural awareness.

The novel's influence extends beyond literature classes. It has inspired adaptations, reading programs, and
discussions about multiculturalism and mental health. Its enduring legacy lies in its capacity to speak
honestly about human experiences through the lens of a young girl’s journey.

Conclusion: Why Walk Two Moons Continues to Touch Hearts

In summary, Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech is not merely a story about travel; it is a profound
exploration of the human condition. Through Sal’s poignant voice, Creech masterfully navigates themes of
grief, belonging, and the importance of storytelling. Its rich characterizations, symbolic depth, and cultural
relevance make it a timeless piece that resonates with readers of all ages.

Whether read as a heartfelt novel for young readers or analyzed as a complex literary work, Walk Two
Moons offers valuable lessons about resilience, understanding, and the journeys—both literal and
metaphorical—that define our lives. Creech’s narrative reminds us that sometimes, the most meaningful
journeys are those we take within ourselves, guided by stories, memories, and the enduring human spirit.

Questions & Answers About walk two moons

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Walk The main themes of 'Walk Two Moons' include family, loss,

Two Moons'? identity, and the journey of self-discovery.
2 Who are the main characters in The main characters are Salamanca Tree Hiddle, her mother,
'Walk Two Moons'? her father, and her friend Phoebe Winterbottom.

3 How does Salamanca's journey in | Salamanca's journey mirrors her emotional journey to
‘Walk Two Moons' relate to the understand her mother's absence and find closure, as she
story of her mother's learns about love, loss, and forgiveness.

disappearance?




4 What role does storytelling play in
'Walk Two Moons'?

Storytelling is a crucial element, as characters share stories
to make sense of their experiences and to connect with
others, emphasizing the importance of stories in
understanding life.

5 Why is the title 'Walk Two Moons'
significant to the novel?

The title symbolizes the emotional and physical journeys the
characters undertake, and it references a traditional story
Salamanca's grandmother tells, which parallels the novel's
themes of journey and discovery.

6 Has 'Walk Two Moons' received
any notable awards or recognition?

Yes, 'Walk Two Moons' won the Newbery Medal in 1995 and
has been widely praised for its storytelling and themes of
empathy and understanding.

Salamanca Tree Hiddle, Mary Lou Finney, Phoebe Winterbottom, grief, family secrets, journey, self-
discovery, friendship, storytelling, coming-of-age
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