Anne With An E

Anne with an E is a beloved television series that has captivated audiences worldwide
with its compelling storytelling, rich character development, and stunning visuals. Based
on Lucy Maud Montgomery's classic novel Anne of Green Gables, this series reimagines the
beloved story with a modern sensibility while staying true to its nostalgic roots. Whether
you're a longtime fan or new to the tale, understanding the nuances of Anne with an E can
enrich your viewing experience and deepen your appreciation for this beautifully crafted
series.

Overview of Anne with an E

Anne with an E is a Canadian television series that premiered on CBC in 2017 and later
became available internationally on Netflix. Created by Moira Walley-Beckett, the show
offers a fresh, contemporary take on the timeless story of Anne Shirley, an imaginative
orphan girl who finds a new home in the fictional community of Avonlea on Prince Edward
Island. The series consists of three seasons, each exploring themes of identity, belonging,
feminism, and social justice, making it more than just a coming-of-age story. Its modern
themes and diverse characters have resonated with viewers of all ages, sparking
discussions about issues such as gender roles, mental health, and societal expectations.

Plot Summary and Themes

The Core Story

The narrative follows Anne Shirley, an energetic and outspoken orphan girl with a vivid
imagination, who is mistakenly sent to live with Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert, who
intended to adopt a boy to help with farm chores. Despite initial misunderstandings, Anne
quickly wins over the community with her fiery spirit and zest for life. Throughout the
series, Anne navigates the challenges of adolescence, her desire for acceptance, and her
quest to discover her own identity. Her relationships with friends like Diana Barry and
Gilbert Blythe, as well as her complex feelings about her past and future, form the
emotional core of the story.

Key Themes Explored

Identity and Self-Discovery: Anne’s journey of understanding who she is beyond her
orphanage background. Feminism and Empowerment: The series emphasizes female
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independence and challenges traditional gender roles. Social Justice: Addressing issues
such as gender equality, mental health, and racial discrimination. Love and Friendship: The
enduring bonds Anne forms with her friends and loved ones. Nature and Imagination: The
natural beauty of Prince Edward Island plays a vital role in shaping Anne’s worldview.

Why is Anne with an E Unique?

Modern Take on a Classic Tale

Unlike earlier adaptations, such as the 1985 miniseries, Anne with an E incorporates
contemporary themes and social issues, making it more relevant to today's audiences. It
challenges traditional narratives and emphasizes complex character development.

Diverse Representation

The series makes deliberate efforts to include diverse characters and storylines, addressing
issues like mental health, racial discrimination, and LGBTQ+ representation. This
inclusivity broadens the appeal and provides a richer storytelling experience.

Visual and Cinematic Quality

The show is renowned for its breathtaking cinematography, capturing the lush landscapes
of Prince Edward Island. The use of natural lighting, detailed set design, and picturesque
scenery enhances the storytelling, creating an immersive experience.

Strong Female Protagonist

Anne Shirley is portrayed as a resilient, intelligent, and independent young woman who
challenges societal expectations. Her character inspires viewers to embrace their
individuality and stand up for what they believe in.

Characters of Anne with an E

Main Characters

Anne Shirley: The titular protagonist, known for her imagination, wit, and fiery spirit.
Marilla Cuthbert: The stern but caring woman who adopts Anne.

Matthew Cuthbert: Marilla’s kind-hearted brother and a gentle soul.

Gilbert Blythe: Anne’s love interest and intellectual equal.

Diana Barry: Anne’s loyal best friend.
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Anne with an E has captivated audiences around the world with its heartfelt storytelling,
rich character development, and evocative portrayal of life in rural Canada during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. This modern adaptation of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s
beloved novel Anne of Green Gables offers a fresh, nuanced perspective that resonates with
viewers of all ages. In this guide, we will explore the origins of Anne with an E, analyze its
themes, characters, and cultural significance, and provide insights into what makes this
series a standout in contemporary television.

Introduction to Anne with an E

Anne with an E is a Canadian television series that first premiered in 2017 on CBC and
Netflix. Created by Moira Walley-Beckett, the show reimagines the classic story of Anne
Shirley, a spirited orphan girl with a vivid imagination and a fiery temper, who is
mistakenly sent to live with Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert at Green Gables. While rooted in
the familiar plotlines of Montgomery’s novel, the series diverges by incorporating
contemporary themes such as gender identity, social justice, mental health, and the
struggles of marginalized communities.

The series has been praised for its depth, emotional resonance, and its willingness to
challenge traditional notions of childhood innocence and societal norms. Its modern
sensibility, combined with period-accurate visuals and compelling performances, has
earned it a dedicated fan base and critical acclaim.

The Origins and Development of Anne with an E
From Book to Screen

The story of Anne with an E originates from Lucy Maud Montgomery’s 1908 novel Anne of
Green Gables, which has become a cornerstone of Canadian literature. The novel’s
enduring popularity has inspired numerous adaptations, but Moira Walley-Beckett’s version
distinguishes itself by emphasizing social issues and character complexity.

Creative Vision

Moira Walley-Beckett, known for her work on Breaking Bad, aimed to create a series that
was both true to the spirit of Montgomery’s work and relevant to modern audiences. Her
vision was to explore the depths of Anne’s character and the societal challenges faced by
her community, fostering empathy and understanding.

Production and Reception

The show was produced by Northwood Entertainment and garnered positive reviews for its
storytelling, cinematography, and performances—particularly those of Amybeth McNulty as
Anne, Geraldine James as Marilla, and R.H. Thomson as Matthew. Despite its cancellation
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after three seasons in 2019, Anne with an E remains a beloved adaptation, celebrated for

its bold storytelling choices.
Themes Explored in Anne with an E
Identity and Self-Discovery

At its core, Anne with an E is a coming-of-age story. Anne’s journey of self-discovery is
central to the narrative, as she grapples with her identity as an orphan, her dreams, and
her desire for belonging. The series emphasizes the importance of embracing one’s
uniqueness and standing up for oneself.

Social Justice and Inclusion

The series explicitly tackles issues such as gender roles, racial discrimination, mental
health, and the treatment of Indigenous peoples. It highlights the importance of empathy,
acceptance, and standing against injustice, making it a powerful commentary on societal
progress.

Family and Community

Green Gables is depicted not just as a physical setting but as a symbol of community,
acceptance, and the bonds that tie people together. The relationships between
characters—familial, platonic, and romantic—are explored with depth and nuance.

Nature and Imagination

The lush Canadian landscape is more than a backdrop; it’s an integral part of Anne’s
worldview. Her vivid imagination is fueled by the natural surroundings, symbolizing hope,
resilience, and the beauty of life’s simple pleasures.

Key Characters and Their Development
Anne Shirley

1. Portrayed by: Amybeth McNulty

2. Character Arc: From a mischievous, impulsive girl to a confident young woman who
understands her worth. Her resilience in facing societal prejudices and personal
hardships is inspiring.

Marilla Cuthbert

1. Portrayed by: Geraldine James

2. Character Arc: A pragmatic, stern woman who learns to soften and embrace her
maternal instincts. Her relationship with Anne underscores themes of acceptance and
unconditional love.



Matthew Cuthbert

1. Portrayed by: R.H. Thomson
2. Character Arc: The gentle, loving brother who becomes Anne’s steadfast supporter and

protector.
Supporting Characters

1. Diana Barry: Anne’s best friend and confidante.

2. Gilbert Blythe: Anne’s romantic interest and intellectual peer.

3. Miss Stacy: The progressive schoolteacher who encourages Anne’s education and
individuality.

4. Mr. and Mrs. Lynde: Community members who often serve as foil and commentary on

societal norms.

Cultural Significance and Impact
Challenging Traditional Narratives

Unlike earlier adaptations that focused primarily on Anne’s childhood innocence, Anne with
an E boldly addresses complex social issues, making it relevant for contemporary viewers.
It challenges stereotypes and encourages viewers to think critically about societal norms.

Representation and Diversity

The series introduces diverse characters and storylines, including Indigenous perspectives
and LGBTQ+ themes, fostering inclusivity and representation in mainstream media.

Global Reception

While rooted in Canadian culture, Anne with an E resonates worldwide, inspiring
discussions about social justice, mental health, and the importance of kindness and
understanding.

Critical Reception and Fan Engagement
Strengths

1. Strong performances, especially Amybeth McNulty’s portrayal of Anne.
2. Cinematic visuals capturing the beauty of Prince Edward Island.
3. Thought-provoking themes that invite reflection.

Criticisms

1. Some viewers felt the series was too dark or slow-paced.
2. Deviations from the original novel’s tone and plot.
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Fan Community

The show has cultivated a passionate fanbase, active on social media, sharing fan art,
theories, and appreciation for its themes. This engagement has kept the conversation alive
even after its cancellation.

Why Watch Anne with an E?

1. For fans of heartfelt storytelling and character-driven narratives.
2. If you appreciate stories that explore social issues with nuance.
3. To experience a fresh, modern take on a beloved classic.

4. For stunning visuals and compelling performances.

Final Thoughts

Anne with an E stands out as a bold, emotionally rich adaptation that honors its literary
roots while embracing the complexities of modern society. Its exploration of themes like
identity, justice, and belonging makes it a valuable watch for those seeking meaningful
storytelling. Despite its limited run, the series leaves a lasting impression, reminding
viewers of the enduring power of kindness, resilience, and the importance of staying true to

oneself.

Whether you’re new to Anne Shirley’s world or revisiting her story, Anne with an E offers a
compelling journey that encourages empathy, introspection, and hope.

Questions & Answers About anne with an e

Question Answer

© Z

1 | What is 'Anne with an E' '‘Anne with an E'is a Canadian television series
about? based on the classic novel 'Anne of Green Gables' by
Lucy Maud Montgomery. It follows the story of Anne
Shirley, an imaginative orphan girl who is mistakenly
sent to live with Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert at
Green Gables, exploring her adventures, growth, and
the challenges she faces.

2 | Why was 'Anne with an E' The series was canceled by Netflix and CBC in 2019
canceled after three seasons? | due to a combination of factors, including viewership
numbers, creative direction disagreements, and the
high costs of production. Despite a strong fanbase,
the decision was made to conclude the series after
three seasons.




3 | How does 'Anne with an E' 'Anne with an E' offers a darker, more modernized
differ from the original 'Anne | and socially conscious adaptation, exploring themes
of Green Gables' books? like gender roles, racial issues, and mental health,

which are only subtly addressed in the original
books. It also delves deeper into Anne's personal
struggles and the societal challenges of the time.

4 | Who are the main cast The main cast includes Amybeth McNulty as Anne
members of 'Anne with an E'? | Shirley, Geraldine James as Marilla Cuthbert, R. H.

Thomson as Matthew Cuthbert, and Dalila Bela as
Diana Barry.

5 |Is there a way to watch 'Anne | Yes, 'Anne with an E' is available for streaming on
with an E' after its platforms like Netflix and CBC's digital platforms,
cancellation? depending on your region. Fans can also find DVDs

or digital purchase options through various online
retailers.

6 | What are some of the major The series explores themes such as identity,
themes explored in 'Anne with | belonging, social justice, gender equality, mental
an E'? health, and the importance of community and

friendship.

7 | Has 'Anne with an E' received | While 'Anne with an E' received positive critical
any awards or nominations? reviews and a dedicated fanbase, it did not win major

awards. However, it was praised for its storytelling,
acting, and modern interpretation of the classic
story.

8 | Will there be a continuation As of now, there are no official plans for a
or reboot of 'Anne with an E'? | continuation or reboot of 'Anne with an E.' Fans

continue to hope for either a spin-off or a new
adaptation, but nothing has been announced.

9 | What has been the fan Fans were saddened by the series' cancellation and
reaction to the ending of felt the ending left many storylines unresolved.
'‘Anne with an E'? However, they appreciate the series' efforts to

modernize and deepen the story, and many express
hope for future adaptations or continuations.

10 | Where can I find community Fans can join online communities on platforms like
discussions about 'Anne with | Reddit, Tumblr, and fan forums dedicated to 'Anne
an E'? with an E' to discuss episodes, theories, and share

fan art. Social media hashtags also connect fans
worldwide.

Anne Shirley, Green Gables, Canadian literature, coming-of-age, historical drama, CBC

series, Canadian TV series, period drama, Lucy Maud Montgomery, orphan story
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