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Wella To Redken Conversion Chart

wella to redken conversion chart: A Complete Guide for Hair Color Enthusiasts and Professionals
When it comes to achieving the perfect hair color, understanding the nuances of different brands and
their formulations is essential. One of the most common challenges faced by hairstylists and hair
enthusiasts alike is converting hair color formulas from one brand to another, ensuring consistent results
without compromising the health of the hair. The wella to redken conversion chart serves as a vital
resource in this process, providing a standardized reference to help professionals and DIY enthusiasts
navigate color conversions efficiently. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the conversion
process, explain the importance of accurate conversions, and provide practical tips for using the chart
effectively.

Understanding the Importance of a Wella to Redken Conversion
Chart

Why Convert Between Brands?

Many salons and individuals prefer specific brands based on their formulations, brand preferences, or the
availability of products. While Wella and Redken are both reputable brands known for their high-quality
hair colors, their formulations, developer strengths, and shades may differ. Converting formulas
accurately ensures: - Consistent color results - Maintained hair health - Cost-effective color management
- Flexibility in product use based on availability

The Need for a Conversion Chart

Without a reliable conversion chart, attempting to switch products or replicate a color from one brand to
another can result in unpredictable outcomes, such as unwanted tones, uneven coloring, or damage. A
well-structured wella to redken conversion chart acts as a bridge, translating shades and developer
strengths to match the initial color formula closely.

Basics of Hair Color Formulation

Before diving into the specifics of the conversion chart, it’s vital to understand the core components of
hair coloring: - Base Shade: The primary color (blonde, brunette, red, etc.) - Tone: The undertone or hue
(ash, gold, copper, etc.) - Developer Strength: Usually expressed as volume (10, 20, 30, 40) - Color
Concentration: The amount of pigment in the dye Knowing these fundamentals helps in better interpreting
the conversion chart and ensures accurate adjustments during the process.

Redken and Wella: An Overview



Wella Hair Color Products

Wella offers a broad range of coloring products, including: - Wella Koleston Perfect - Wella Color Touch -
Wella Blondor (lightening) Their shades are organized into series based on tone and depth, making it
straightforward to select shades for specific outcomes.

Redken Hair Color Products

Redken’s color line includes: - Redken Shades EQ - Redken Chromatics - Redken City Beats Redken
formulations are known for their conditioning properties and vibrant shades, with a focus on demi-
permanent and permanent options.

Key Differences and Similarities

While both brands emphasize professional-grade products, their formulations differ in: - Developer types
and strengths - Shade naming conventions - Concentration of pigments Understanding these distinctions
is crucial when converting formulas.

The Wella to Redken Conversion Chart Explained

What Does the Chart Include?

A typical wella to redken conversion chart provides: - Shade equivalents (e.g., Wella Blonde 9 vs.
Redken Blonde 9) - Developer conversions (e.g., Wella 20V to Redken 20V) - Recommendations for
adjusting formulas based on desired results - Guidelines for lightening or depositing color

How to Use the Conversion Chart Effectively

Follow these steps for accurate conversions: 1. Identify the Original Wella Shade and Developer
Determine the exact shade number and developer strength used in the initial formula. 2. Locate the
Shade on the Conversion Chart Find the corresponding Redken shade that matches the Wella shade. 3.
Match the Developer Strength Use the chart to find the corresponding Redken developer strength or
adjust accordingly. 4. Adjust the Formula if Necessary Based on the chart, modify the amount of dye or
developer to achieve the desired outcome. 5. Test the Formula Always perform a strand test to confirm
the result before full application.

Sample Wella to Redken Conversion Examples

To illustrate, here are common conversions: Example 1: Converting a Wella Blonde Shade - Wella
Shade: Wella Koleston Perfect 9/0 (Light Blonde Natural) - Developer: 20V - Redken Equivalent: Redken
Chromatics 9NA (Light Blonde Natural) - Developer: 20V Tip: Both shades are natural blondes, so using
a 20V developer should yield similar lightening and deposit results. Example 2: Converting a Darker
Shade - Wella Shade: Wella 5/0 (Light Brown Natural) - Developer: 20V - Redken Equivalent: Redken
Shades EQ 5N (Light Brown Natural) - Developer: 10V or 20V depending on desired lift Tip: For darker
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shades, the developer strength plays a vital role in controlling lift versus deposit.

Practical Tips for Successful Color Conversion

- Always Consider Hair Condition: Damaged or porous hair may absorb color differently, requiring formula
adjustments. - Perform a Strand Test: To avoid surprises, test the formula on a small section before full
application. - Adjust Developer Strength: When converting, sometimes a slight increase or decrease in
developer strength is necessary for the desired lift or deposit. - Beware of Shade Variations: Shade
names may differ slightly in tone even if the numbering seems similar; always verify the tone description. -
Document Your Formula: Keep track of your converted formulas for future reference.

Additional Resources and Tools

- Color Conversion Apps: Many professional apps now include built-in conversion charts. - Training
Courses: Attend color theory and technical courses to deepen your understanding. - Professional Forums
and Communities: Share insights and ask for advice on conversion challenges.

Conclusion

Mastering the wella to redken conversion chart is an invaluable skill for hairstylists and color
enthusiasts aiming for consistent, high-quality results. By understanding the fundamentals of hair color
formulations, familiarizing yourself with the specific differences between Wella and Redken products, and
applying the conversion chart thoughtfully, you can confidently switch between brands and achieve
salon-quality outcomes every time. Remember, always perform strand tests and document your formulas
to refine your technique continually. With practice and knowledge, color conversion becomes a seamless
part of your hair coloring process, enhancing both your expertise and your clients’ satisfaction. Keywords:
Wella to Redken conversion chart, hair color conversion, hair color formulas, Wella shades, Redken
shades, color matching, professional hair coloring, hair dye conversion, hair color tips

Wella to Redken Conversion Chart: An In-Depth Investigation into Color Compatibility and Transition
Strategies In the dynamic world of professional hair coloring, stylists and colorists often encounter the
challenge of transitioning clients from one brand's palette to another. Among the most common
transitions is moving from Wella to Redken, two industry giants with distinct color formulations,
technology, and branding philosophies. To facilitate this process, a comprehensive Wella to Redken
conversion chart has emerged as an essential resource. This article delves deeply into the origins,
accuracy, and practical applications of these conversion charts, examining their role in ensuring color
consistency, client satisfaction, and professional confidence.

Understanding the Foundations: Wella and Redken’s Color
Systems

Before analyzing the conversion chart itself, it is crucial to understand the underlying color systems of
Wella and Redken. Both brands have developed proprietary formulations and naming conventions, which



influence how their colors correspond.

Wella’s Color System

- Color Collection Range: Wella offers several lines, such as Koleston Perfect, Illumina, and Color Touch,
each with unique properties. - Color Nomenclature: Wella's shades typically combine a base tone (e.g.,
Blonde, Brown, Copper) with a level number (1-10) indicating darkness/lightness and sometimes a
descriptive suffix (e.g., Gold, Ash). - Color Formulation Philosophy: Wella emphasizes depth, richness,
and a natural finish, often utilizing their proprietary “Perfect” pigment technology.

Redken’s Color System

- Color Collection Range: Redken’s Chromatics, Shades EQ, and Color Gels lines are prominent. - Color
Nomenclature: Redken's shades often follow a descriptive naming system that includes tone indications
(e.g., Copper, Ash) and level numbers. - Color Formulation Philosophy: Redken emphasizes vibrancy,
multi-dimensional color, and advanced conditioning technologies.

The Need for a Conversion Chart: Challenges and Rationale

Color conversions are complex due to differences in: - Color Technology: Wella and Redken use different
pigment formulations and base mixes. - Naming and Leveling: Level numbers and tone descriptors may
not directly correlate. - Brand-Specific Tones: Certain shades, like ash or gold, may have subtle
variations. - Client Expectations: Consistency is key to maintaining client satisfaction during brand
transitions. As a result, the Wella to Redken conversion chart serves as an essential guide to: - Achieve
predictable results. - Minimize errors in shade matching. - Save time in formulation. - Build confidence for
stylists transitioning between brands.

Evaluating the Accuracy of the Wella to Redken Conversion Chart

The core question for professionals and enthusiasts alike is: How accurate are these conversion charts?

Sources and Data Collection

Most conversion charts are compiled from: - Manufacturer Data: Official shade charts and formulation
guidelines. - Professional Experience: Input from seasoned colorists with hands-on testing. - Third-Party
Reviews: User-generated insights and empirical testing.

Common Discrepancies and Limitations

Despite their utility, conversion charts are not foolproof. Challenges include: 1. Variability in Pigmentation:
Different formulation bases may produce slightly different results even with identical shade names. 2.
Processing Times and Techniques: Developer strength, application method, and timing influence final
outcomes. 3. Underlying Hair Condition: Porosity, previous color treatments, and natural hair color can
alter results. 4. Batch Differences: Variations between production batches can impact pigment
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consistency. Research suggests that while conversion charts provide a strong starting point, they should
be supplemented with: - Small test strands. - Adjustments based on observed results. - Continuous
documentation of outcomes to refine future formulations.

Practical Applications: Using the Wella to Redken Conversion
Chart Effectively

For professionals, understanding how to interpret and utilize the conversion chart is vital.

Step-by-Step Guide for Transitioning Shades

1. Identify the Wella Shade: Determine the exact shade, level, and tone used. 2. Consult the Conversion
Chart: Find the corresponding Redken shade, noting any recommended adjustments. 3. Perform a Test
Strand: Apply the proposed Redken shade to a small section to evaluate the outcome. 4. Evaluate
Results: Assess the depth, tone, and brightness after processing. 5. Make Adjustments: Fine-tune the
formulation if needed, possibly modifying developer strength or adding color boosters. 6. Document and
Standardize: Record successful formulations for future reference.

Key Considerations When Using Conversion Charts

- Always verify the underlying hair condition. - Consider the target result—vibrant, neutral, or natural. - Be
prepared to adapt formulations based on experience. - Use compatible developers and processing times
aligned with brand guidelines.

Common Shades and Their Redken Counterparts

Below is a simplified overview of popular Wella shades and their typical Redken equivalents, based on
professional consensus and empirical testing: | Wella Shade (Level/Tone) | Approximate Redken
Equivalent | Notes | |||| | Wella Koleston 7A (Dark Blonde Ash) | Redken Shades EQ 7A (Light Ash
Blonde) | Both ash tones, slight variations in depth | | Wella 6G (Dark Blonde Gold) | Redken 6G (Dark
Golden Blonde) | Gold tones, adjust for warmth | | Wella 8RB (Light Blonde Red Brown) | Redken 8RB
(Light Red Brown) | Red undertones, test for vibrancy | | Wella 5N (Light Brown Natural) | Redken 5N
(Light Natural Brown) | Natural shades, minimal adjustment needed | Note: These are generalizations;
always verify with a test strand.

Expert Insights and Industry Trends

Many seasoned colorists recommend maintaining a flexible approach, viewing conversion charts as
guides rather than strict rules. Trends indicate a movement towards more personalized formulations,
emphasizing: - Customized Blends: Combining shades for bespoke results. - Technology Integration:
Utilizing digital tools to simulate outcomes. - Continuous Education: Staying updated with brand
innovations and new shades. Furthermore, some professionals emphasize the importance of
understanding each brand’s pigment technology. For example: - Wella’s “Perfect” pigments tend to



produce richer, more natural tones. - Redken’s Chromatics line offers vibrant, multi-dimensional color
with built-in conditioning.

Conclusion: Navigating the Transition from Wella to Redken

The Wella to Redken conversion chart remains an invaluable resource for professionals aiming to ensure
a seamless transition in shades and maintain consistent results. While these charts provide a practical
framework, their limitations necessitate a cautious, experimental approach—test strands, observations,
and adjustments are key. Successful color transitions hinge on: - A thorough understanding of both
brands’ formulations. - Careful interpretation of conversion guidelines. - Ongoing documentation and
refinement based on real-world outcomes. In an industry driven by innovation and individual client needs,
the most effective colorists view conversion charts as foundational tools, complemented by their
expertise, experience, and a commitment to continuous learning. As brands evolve and new shades
emerge, staying informed and adaptable will remain essential for achieving flawless color results during
brand transitions. In summary, the journey from Wella to Redken is both an art and a science. With a
thorough grasp of the underlying systems, cautious application of conversion charts, and a willingness to
experiment, professionals can confidently manage color transitions that satisfy clients and uphold the
highest standards of hair artistry.

Questions & Answers About wella to redken conversion chart

No Question Answer

1 What is the Wella to Redken
conversion chart used for?

The Wella to Redken conversion chart helps professionals
accurately match and convert hair color shades between the
two brands, ensuring consistent results when switching
products or formulations.

2 How do I use the Wella to Redken
conversion chart to find equivalent
shades?

You locate the Wella shade on the chart and then find the
corresponding Redken shade listed alongside it, allowing
you to select a similar color without guesswork.

3 Are Wella and Redken shades
directly interchangeable using the
conversion chart?

While the chart provides approximate equivalents, slight
differences in formulation may affect the final result, so it's
recommended to perform a strand test first.

4 Can I rely solely on the Wella to
Redken conversion chart for
professional color jobs?

The chart is a helpful guide, but for best results,
professionals should consider the underlying pigments,
developer strength, and hair condition before switching
brands.

5 Where can I find a Wella to
Redken conversion chart online?

You can find official or community-created conversion charts
on professional hairdressing forums, brands’ websites, or
industry resource sites dedicated to color matching.

6 Does the conversion chart include
all shades from Wella and
Redken?

No, it typically covers the most common shades and tones,
but some specialty or limited edition shades may not be
listed or have direct equivalents.
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7 Is it necessary to adjust the
developer strength when
converting from Wella to Redken?

Yes, since different brands may have varying formulations,
you might need to adjust the developer strength or timing to
achieve the desired shade.

8 How accurate is the Wella to
Redken conversion chart for
ensuring consistent color results?

The chart provides a good starting point, but individual hair
conditions and application techniques can influence the
outcome, so professional judgment and testing are
important.

9 Can I use the Wella to Redken
conversion chart for all hair types?

The chart is designed for professional use across different
hair types, but always consider hair porosity, previous color,
and condition to ensure optimal results.

Wella to Redken color conversion, hair color chart Wella Redken, Wella to Redken shade guide,
professional hair color conversion, Wella to Redken hair dye comparison, color matching Wella Redken,
hair color transition chart, Wella Redken color equivalents, hair coloring conversion chart, Wella to
Redken hair color guide
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