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Kickstart My Heart Guitar Tab

Kickstart My Heart Guitar Tab: Your Complete Guide to Playing Mötley Crüe’s Iconic Solo Are
you a passionate guitar enthusiast looking to master one of the most electrifying riffs and solos in
rock history? If so, you're in the right place. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the
kickstart my heart guitar tab, providing you with detailed notation, tips for playing, and
insights into the song's structure. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn or an experienced
guitarist aiming to perfect your skills, this article will help you capture the energy and adrenaline
of Mötley Crüe’s legendary hit.

Introduction to Kickstart My Heart

Released in 1989 as part of Mötley Crüe’s album "Dr. Feelgood," Kickstart My Heart is renowned
for its fast-paced riffs, energetic solos, and compelling lyrics. The song was inspired by Vince
Neil’s near-fatal overdose and is a tribute to the band’s resilience and passion for rock and roll.
The guitar work by Mick Mars features a combination of aggressive riffs, melodic phrasing, and
technical solos that have become iconic in rock history. Learning the guitar tab for this song
allows you to not only play a piece of rock legend but also develop your skills in bends, palm
muting, hammer-ons, pull-offs, and fast picking.

Understanding the Structure of Kickstart My Heart

Before jumping into the tabs, it’s essential to understand the song's structure to grasp how the
riffs and solos fit together. Here's a simplified breakdown:

Intro: Fast-paced riff setting the energetic tone.1.
Main Verse: Power chords with rhythmic strumming.2.
Chorus: Melodic hook with higher notes and dynamic shifts.3.
Guitar Solo: Fast, intricate licks showcasing technical prowess.4.
Outro: Reprise of intro riffs and energetic fade-out.5.

Familiarity with this structure helps in practicing each section methodically.

Guitar Tuning for Kickstart My Heart

Most recordings of Kickstart My Heart are in standard tuning (E A D G B e). However, some
versions or live performances may feature slight variations. For the most authentic experience,
tune your guitar to standard E tuning.



Breaking Down the Guitar Tabs

Below, you'll find detailed guitar tabs for the main riffs and the iconic solo. Remember to play
slowly at first, focusing on accuracy, then gradually increase your speed to match the song's
energetic tempo (approximately 180 bpm).

Intro Riff

This riff sets the adrenaline-filled tone of the song. It primarily uses fast alternate picking, palm
muting, and slides. e|| B|| G|| D|| A|--0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-| E|-
-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-| (Note: This is a simplified version. The actual riff involves quick
power chords and slides.)

Main Verse Riff

This section involves power chords with rhythmic muting. e|| B|| G|| D|--2---2---2---2-| A|--2---2---2--
-2-| E|--0---0---0---0-| Strum with a consistent rhythm, using palm muting for a punchy sound.

Guitar Solo

The solo is a technical masterpiece filled with fast runs, bends, and vibrato. Here is a simplified
tab of the opening lick: e|-15b17r15--13-| B|-13-15--15-13-| G|-14-16-| D|-14-16--16-14--|
A|-14-15-16-| E|--14-15-| Tips for mastering the solo: - Practice slowly and focus on clean bends. -
Use a metronome to maintain timing. - Incorporate vibrato on sustained notes. - Gradually
increase speed as you gain confidence.

Techniques Used in Kickstart My Heart

Understanding key guitar techniques helps in mastering the song:

Alternate Picking: Used extensively for fast runs and riffs.1.
Bends and Vibrato: Essential for expressive soloing.2.
Hammer-ons and Pull-offs: Adds fluidity to fast passages.3.
Palm Muting: Creates a percussive, aggressive sound in riffs.4.
Slides: Adds smooth transitions between notes.5.

Practice Tip: Break down the solo into smaller sections, mastering each before moving on to the
next.

Additional Resources for Mastering Kickstart My Heart
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Guitar Tab

To further enhance your learning, consider the following:

Video Tutorials: Many guitar instructors offer step-by-step lessons for this song on platforms1.
like YouTube.
Slow Down Software: Use programs like Guitar Pro or Transcribe! to slow down the tempo2.
without changing pitch.
Backing Tracks: Play along with backing tracks to develop timing and feel.3.
Practice Routine: Dedicate specific sessions to sections—intro, verse, solo—to build4.
confidence.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

While learning Kickstart My Heart guitar tab, beginners often encounter challenges. Here are
some pitfalls and solutions:

Rushing the Tempo: Start slow, gradually increasing speed.1.
Ignoring Technique Details: Focus on clean bends, precise muting, and accurate picking.2.
Neglecting Sections: Practice each part separately before combining.3.
Skipping Warm-ups: Warm up fingers to prevent injury and improve precision.4.

Final Tips for Mastering Kickstart My Heart

- Consistency is Key: Regular practice enhances muscle memory. - Use Proper Equipment: A
clean, well-maintained guitar and quality pickups help achieve authentic sound. - Record Your
Playing: Listening to recordings helps identify areas for improvement. - Stay Patient and
Persistent: Mastering the song may take time, but steady effort pays off.

Conclusion

Learning the kickstart my heart guitar tab is an exciting challenge that can significantly
improve your guitar playing skills. By understanding the song's structure, techniques involved,
and practicing systematically, you'll be able to capture the raw energy and passion that make this
song a rock classic. Remember, patience and persistence are your best tools on this journey. Now,
grab your guitar, tune up, and start rocking to the iconic riffs and solos of Kickstart My Heart!
Happy Playing!

Kickstart My Heart Guitar Tab: A Comprehensive Breakdown and Guide

For guitar enthusiasts eager to master one of Mötley Crüe’s most iconic riffs, understanding the
kickstart my heart guitar tab is essential. This legendary song, with its blazing tempo and
energetic riffs, has become a staple in rock guitar repertoire. Whether you're a beginner looking



to learn the intro or an advanced player aiming to capture the song's full essence, this guide will
walk you through the intricacies of the guitar parts, provide detailed tab analysis, and offer tips to
help you master the song with confidence.

Introduction to "Kickstart My Heart" and Its Guitar Parts

Released in 1986 as part of Mötley Crüe’s album Shout at the Devil, Kickstart My Heart is
renowned for its fast-paced riffs, catchy melodies, and high-energy solos. The song is a testament
to the band's flair for combining metal and glam elements, making it a favorite among guitarists.

The song features several key guitar sections:

The iconic intro riff1.
The main verse riff2.
The chorus melody3.
The guitar solo4.

Each section contributes to the song's adrenaline-pumping feel, and mastering these parts will
significantly enhance your guitar skills.

Breaking Down the Intro Riff: The Heart of the Song

The Significance of the Intro

The intro riff sets the tone for the entire track. It’s fast, aggressive, and instantly recognizable. To
truly nail the song, you need to understand its structure, timing, and technique.

The Basic Tab for the Intro Riff

Here's a simplified version of the intro to get you started:

e||

B||

G||

D|--4--4--6--4--5--4-|

A|--2--2--4--2--3--2-|

E||

Explanation of the Tab

The riff is played mainly on the D and A strings.1.
It features quick hammer-ons and pull-offs to mimic the original's rapid attack.2.
The rhythm is a driving eighth-note pulse, so timing is critical.3.

Technique Tips

Use alternate picking to maintain speed.1.
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Practice slowly with a metronome, gradually increasing speed.2.
Pay attention to muting unnecessary strings to keep the sound tight.3.

Main Verse Riff: Building the Groove

Transitioning from Intro to Verse

After mastering the intro, move on to the verse riff, which maintains the high energy but
introduces a more melodic element.

The Tab for the Verse

Here's a common version of the verse riff:

e||

B||

G||

D|--4---4---6---4-|

A|--2---2---4---2-|

E||

Analyzing the Verse

The verse riff is derived from the intro but played with variations.1.
It forms a rhythmic foundation that drives the song forward.2.
The emphasis on palm muting can help achieve the tight, chugging sound.3.

Technique Tips

Keep your picking hand relaxed to maintain speed.1.
Use downstrokes for the initial notes, then alternate to keep the rhythm consistent.2.
Incorporate palm muting for a punchy sound.3.

The Chorus: Melodic and Catchy

The Chorus Riff

The chorus features a melodic motif that complements the heavy riffs:

e||

B||

G|--6--6--5--5--4--4-|

D||

A||



E||

How to Play the Chorus

Focus on clean bending and vibrato to bring out the melody.1.
Use fingerpicking or pick single notes carefully for clarity.2.
Practice the transitions between the verse and chorus for seamless play.3.

The Guitar Solo: The Showstopper

Overview of the Solo

The solo in Kickstart My Heart is fast, flashy, and filled with techniques like legato, hammer-ons,
pull-offs, and bends. It’s a challenging yet rewarding part to learn.

Basic Solo Breakdown

While the full solo can be complex, a simplified excerpt might look like this:

e|--15b17r15p12--14--15b17r15--12--14--12-|

B|-15b17--|

G||

D||

A||

E||

Note: Bending notes and vibrato are crucial for authenticity.

Tips for Mastering the Solo

Slow down and master each lick individually.1.
Use a metronome to keep timing precise.2.
Incorporate techniques like bending, vibrato, and slides.3.
Record yourself and compare to the original to improve accuracy.4.

Additional Tips for Learning the "Kickstart My Heart" Guitar Parts

Practice Tips

Break down the song into sections: Focus on intro, verse, chorus, and solo separately.1.
Use slow-down tools: Employ software or apps that slow down the track without changing2.
pitch.
Tab reading practice: Familiarize yourself with reading guitar tabs and notation.3.
Consistent practice: Regular, focused sessions yield better results.4.

Equipment Recommendations
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Guitar: A guitar with a humbucking pickup (like a Gibson or Fender Strat with humbuckers)1.
captures the song’s tone.
Amplifier: A high-gain amp with reverb and distortion settings similar to the original.2.
Effects: Optional overdrive or distortion pedals can help replicate the song’s gritty sound.3.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Speed: Use a metronome and slow practice to build up speed gradually.1.
Accuracy: Focus on clean note transitions before increasing tempo.2.
Techniques: Practice bends, vibrato, and legato separately before integrating them into the riff.3.

Conclusion: Mastering "Kickstart My Heart" Guitar Tab

Learning the kickstart my heart guitar tab is a rewarding challenge that improves your speed,
precision, and feel. By breaking down the song into manageable sections, practicing with
patience, and paying attention to detail, you can capture the high-energy essence of this classic
track. Remember, the key to mastering such a demanding piece lies in consistent practice, proper
technique, and enjoying the process of learning one of rock’s most electrifying riffs.

Whether you're preparing for a gig, recording session, or simply aiming to boost your guitar skills,
this guide provides a comprehensive foundation to help you "kickstart" your journey. Now, grab
your guitar, turn up the amp, and let the adrenaline flow as you bring Kickstart My Heart to life!

Questions & Answers About kickstart my heart guitar tab

N
o

Question Answer

1 Where can I find the official
guitar tab for 'Kickstart My
Heart' by Mötley Crüe?

You can find official guitar tabs for 'Kickstart My Heart'
on authorized music websites like Guitar World, Sheet
Music Plus, or on licensed tab platforms such as
Ultimate Guitar.

2 What is the difficulty level of the
'Kickstart My Heart' guitar tab
for beginners?

The song features fast-paced riffs and solos, making it
intermediate to advanced level. Beginners may need to
start with simplified versions or practice sections
gradually.

3 Are there video tutorials
available to learn 'Kickstart My
Heart' guitar tab?

Yes, many guitar instructors on YouTube provide step-
by-step tutorials and play-alongs for this song, which can
help you learn the tab more effectively.

4 What tuning is used in the
'Kickstart My Heart' guitar tab?

The song is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G
B e), but some versions or covers may use alternate
tunings. Always check the specific tab you are using.

5 Can I learn 'Kickstart My Heart'
guitar tab by ear, or should I
rely on written tabs?

Learning by ear can be beneficial for developing your
listening skills, but using written tabs can help you learn
the precise notes and riffs more quickly, especially for
complex parts.



6 Are there any recommended
gear or effects to replicate the
sound of 'Kickstart My Heart'
when playing this guitar tab?

To emulate the song's tone, use a high-gain amplifier,
possibly with overdrive, and effects like chorus and
delay to replicate the energetic and sharp sound.

7 How long will it take to master
the 'Kickstart My Heart' guitar
tab?

The time varies based on your skill level and practice
routine. Beginners might take several weeks, while
experienced players could learn it faster with focused
practice.

8 Are there simplified or beginner
versions of the 'Kickstart My
Heart' guitar tab available?

Yes, many websites offer simplified versions or tabs with
fewer notes to help beginners learn the main riffs before
tackling the full song.

9 What are some key techniques I
should focus on when learning
the 'Kickstart My Heart' guitar
tab?

Focus on fast alternate picking, palm muting, bends, and
accurate timing to capture the song’s energetic feel and
technical precision.

10 Is there sheet music available
for 'Kickstart My Heart' for
guitar, or is it only tabs?

Sheet music for guitar, including notation and tabs, is
available for purchase from music stores and online
platforms, providing a comprehensive way to learn the
song.

heart rock guitar tab, Mötley Crüe guitar tabs, kickstart my heart chords, 80s rock guitar sheet
music, glam metal guitar tabs, heavy metal guitar tabs, hard rock guitar notation, classic rock
guitar tabs, guitar lessons for kickstart my heart, easy guitar tabs for beginners
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