Smith Wigglesworth

Smith Wigglesworth: The Man Who Transformed the Pentecostal Movement Introduction Smith
Wigglesworth stands as one of the most influential figures in the history of Pentecostalism and Christian
revivalism. His unwavering faith, powerful healing ministry, and relentless dedication to spreading the
Gospel have left an indelible mark on Christian communities worldwide. This article delves into the life,
teachings, and legacy of Smith Wigglesworth, exploring how he became a pivotal figure in 20th-century
Christianity. Early Life and Background Birth and Childhood

Early Life of Smith Wigglesworth

Born in Yorkshire, England

1. Born on June 8, 1859, in Vulcan Street, Yorkshire, England.
2. Grew up in a working-class family with limited religious exposure.
3. His early years were marked by manual labor and a humble lifestyle.

Religious Upbringing

1. Initially raised in a Methodist environment, with a focus on traditional church teachings.
2. Encountered personal struggles and skepticism towards organized religion.
3. His conversion experience came later, marking a turning point in his life.

Path to Faith and Conversion

Spiritual Awakening

Smith Wigglesworth’s journey to faith was marked by a profound spiritual awakening that transformed his
life and future ministry.

Initial Skepticism and Search for Meaning

1. Before his conversion, he was skeptical about the power of prayer and faith.
2. He sought meaning through various secular pursuits, including working as a plumber.
3. His life changed dramatically after a personal encounter with God.

Conversion Experience

1. In 1904, during a prayer meeting, Wigglesworth experienced a powerful encounter with the Holy Spirit.
2. This moment ignited his faith and set him on a path of evangelism and healing.
3. He dedicated his life to serving God, often emphasizing the importance of baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Ministry and Evangelistic Work The Rise of a Faith Healer
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Early Ministry and Evangelism

After his conversion, Wigglesworth began preaching across England, gaining attention for his fiery sermons
and healing miracles.
Preaching Style

1. Authoritative and uncompromising in message delivery.
2. Emphasized the power of faith and the authority believers have in Jesus Christ.
3. Often used simple language to connect with ordinary people.

Healing Miracles

1. Wigglesworth became renowned for healing the sick and raising the dead.
2. He believed that divine healing was an integral part of the Gospel.
3. Miracles attributed to him include restoring sight, curing paralysis, and reviving the dead.

Notable Campaigns and Meetings

1. Revival meetings across the UK and later in the United States and other countries.
2. His reputation grew as a healing evangelist with a tangible anointing.
3. His meetings often drew large crowds eager to witness miracles.

Theological Beliefs and Principles Core Doctrines and Emphases

Key Beliefs of Smith Wigglesworth

Wigglesworth's teachings centered around faith, the authority of the believer, and the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Faith and Authority

1. Believed that faith is the foundational principle for all miracles.
2. Stressed that believers have authority over sickness and demonic powers through Jesus Christ.
3. Encouraged believers to exercise their faith boldly and confidently.

Divine Healing

1. Viewed healing as part of the atonement made through Christ’s sacrifice.
2. Practiced laying on of hands and prayer as primary methods of healing.
3. Rebuked doubt and unbelief as barriers to divine healing.

Holy Spirit and Power

1. Emphasized the necessity of being filled with the Holy Spirit for effective ministry.



2. Believed in the continuance of spiritual gifts, including healing, prophecy, and miracles.
3. Encouraged a life of holiness and dependence on the Holy Spirit’s power.

Legacy and Impact Enduring Influence on Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements

The Lasting Legacy of Smith Wigglesworth

Wigglesworth’s ministry laid foundational principles for modern Pentecostal and Charismatic movements
worldwide.
Influence on Pentecostalism

1. One of the pioneers who demonstrated the power of the Holy Spirit in contemporary times.
2. His emphasis on faith healing inspired countless evangelists and ministers.
3. Helped to legitimize divine healing as a core aspect of Pentecostal worship.

Global Impact

1. His teachings and miracles influenced Christian ministries across continents.
2. Many contemporary healing ministries trace their roots to Wigglesworth’s principles.
3. The Pentecostal movement grew exponentially partly due to his evangelistic efforts.

Authored Works and Writings

1. Wigglesworth authored several books, including "Ever Increasing Faith," which continues to inspire
believers.
2. His teachings emphasize simple, unwavering faith and reliance on divine power.

Controversies and Criticisms Addressing Skepticism and Challenges

Criticisms and Controversies

Despite his popularity, Smith Wigglesworth faced skepticism and criticism from some quarters.

Questions About Miracles

1. Some skeptics questioned the authenticity of his miracles.
2. Controversies arose over the methods used in healing services.
3. Nevertheless, his followers remained steadfast, citing personal testimonies of miracles.

Personal Conduct and Lifestyle

1. Wigglesworth was known for his fiery temper and strict discipline.
2. Some critiques focus on his stern approach to ministry and discipline.
3. However, many attribute his effectiveness to his passionate faith and devotion.
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Summary and Modern Relevance

What Can We Learn from Smith Wigglesworth Today?

Faith is a powerful tool for transformation and healing.

The authority of believers in Christ is central to spiritual victory.

Dependence on the Holy Spirit is essential for effective ministry.

Living a life of holiness, prayer, and unwavering trust in God can lead to extraordinary results.

il A s

Applying Wigglesworth’s Principles in Today’s World

Develop a personal relationship with God through prayer and Bible study.
Exercise faith boldly, especially in times of need or crisis.
Believe in the continued operation of spiritual gifts for today’s church.

W

Engage in evangelism and healing ministries with humility and dependence on God’s power.

Conclusion Smith Wigglesworth remains a towering figure in Christian history, exemplifying unwavering
faith, divine healing, and the power of the Holy Spirit. His life encourages believers to trust in God's
promises, operate in spiritual authority, and pursue holiness with fervor. As modern Christianity continues
to grow and evolve, the legacy of Smith Wigglesworth serves as a potent reminder of the transformative
power of genuine faith and the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. His story continues to inspire millions
worldwide to believe in the miraculous and live a life fully surrendered to Christ.

Smith Wigglesworth: A Pioneering Spirit in Pentecostalism and Healing Ministry Smith Wigglesworth
remains one of the most influential and controversial figures in the history of Pentecostalism and faith
healing. His life story exemplifies unwavering faith, relentless dedication, and extraordinary miracles that
continue to inspire believers worldwide. In this detailed review, we will explore his early life, spiritual
awakening, ministry milestones, teachings, and lasting legacy.

Early Life and Background

Humble Beginnings

- Born on June 8, 1859, in Bradford, England, Smith Wigglesworth grew up in a working-class family. - His
father, William Wigglesworth, was a stone mason, and his mother, Elizabeth, was devoutly religious, which
influenced his early spiritual outlook. - As a young man, he worked as a plumber and a stone mason, often
described as rough and uneducated in formal settings but with a deep desire for spiritual truth.

Spiritual Foundations

- Initially, Wigglesworth was not involved in any formal religious institutions but experienced a profound
spiritual awakening in his late 20s. - His early encounters with the Holy Spirit marked a turning point that
would define his life's work. - Despite limited formal education, his hunger for God’s presence and power
became the driving force of his ministry.



Transformation and Spiritual Awakening

Encounter with the Holy Spirit

- Around 1900, Wigglesworth experienced a dramatic conversion, which he described as a "second definite
work of grace." - He was baptized in the Holy Spirit, an experience that infused him with divine power and
boldness. - This encounter transformed his understanding of faith, healing, and evangelism, setting the
stage for his future ministry.

Early Ministry Experiences

- Initially, Wigglesworth began sharing testimonies of miraculous healings within his local community. - His
reputation as a faith healer grew as reports of healings, miracles, and supernatural occurrences spread. -
Despite skepticism from some quarters, his unwavering faith drew many to his meetings.

The Ministry of Miracles

Healing and Miracles

- Wigglesworth’s ministry was characterized by extraordinary healing miracles, often witnessed in public
meetings. - Some notable examples include: - Raising the dead: Several reports of him praying over
deceased individuals, with some instances where the dead came back to life. - Curing diseases: He claimed
to have healed blindness, deafness, cancer, and paralysis. - Demonic deliverance: Many testimonies of
freeing individuals from demonic oppression and possession.

Techniques and Approach

- Wigglesworth emphasized faith as the key to healing, often instructing people to believe in the power of
God rather than relying on medical science. - He believed in the authority of the believer, encouraging
others to exercise faith and pray boldly. - His approach was straightforward, intense, and sometimes
confrontational, reflecting his belief in the immediacy of divine intervention.

Notable Miracles and Events

- The story of a man who was declared dead and was reportedly raised by Wigglesworth through prayer. -
Healing a woman with a cancerous tumor, which vanished after prayer. - Instances where Wigglesworth
rebuked sickness and demons, commanding them to leave in Jesus’ name.

Core Teachings and Theology

On Faith and Healing

- Wigglesworth’s theology centered around the belief that faith is the divine power that activates miracles.
- He often quoted Mark 11:24: “Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
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believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” - He encouraged believers to exercise unwavering
faith, even in seemingly impossible circumstances.
Holy Spirit and Spiritual Power

- A strong advocate for the baptism of the Holy Spirit as essential for effective Christian living and ministry.
- His teachings emphasized the necessity of Holy Spirit empowerment for miracles, prophecy, and spiritual
warfare.

Living a Holy and Dedicated Life

- Wigglesworth believed that holiness was crucial for effective ministry. - He called believers to live
disciplined, prayerful, and Spirit-led lives. - His personal life reflected simplicity and devotion, often
emphasizing humility over fame.

Faith and Works

- He believed that faith should be active and demonstrated through action. - Miracles, for Wigglesworth,
were a natural expression of genuine faith in God.

Legacy and Impact

Influence on Pentecostalism and Charismatic Movements

- Wigglesworth is regarded as one of the pioneers who helped shape Pentecostal theology and practice. -
His emphasis on the Holy Spirit, divine healing, and spiritual authority influenced countless pastors,
evangelists, and ministries globally. - Many modern healing ministries trace their roots back to his
teachings.

Controversies and Criticisms

- Critics have questioned the veracity of some miracles and raised concerns about the methods used. - His
confrontational style sometimes drew criticism from more conservative or traditional Christian circles. -
Despite this, his followers view him as a man of extraordinary faith and divine power.

Enduring Legacy

- Wigglesworth’s writings, sermons, and testimonies continue to inspire faith-based healing ministries. - His
life exemplifies the power of unwavering faith and the possibility of divine intervention. - Several
biographies and documentaries have been produced to commemorate his life and work.

Personal Life and Character



Family and Personal Traits

- Married to Polly Wigglesworth, with whom he had children. - Known for his humility, simplicity, and deep
prayer life. - Despite his reputation as a miracle worker, he remained approachable and grounded.

Spiritual Discipline

- Maintained a disciplined prayer and fasting schedule. - Emphasized the importance of personal holiness
and devotion.

Humility and Servanthood

- Often deflected praise, attributing miracles to God's power rather than personal ability. - His life was
marked by service, compassion, and a relentless pursuit of God's presence.

Conclusion: The Enduring Influence of Smith
Wigglesworth

Smith Wigglesworth’s life stands as a testament to the transformative power of faith, the reality of divine

healing, and the importance of living a Spirit-led life. While some of his methods and claims remain subject
to debate, his impact on Christianity—particularly Pentecostal and Charismatic movements—is undeniable.

His unwavering trust in God's power, relentless prayer life, and extraordinary miracles continue to inspire
believers to seek a deeper, more vibrant faith. As a pioneer, evangelist, and faith healer, Wigglesworth’s
legacy endures as a compelling example of what God can do through an ordinary person committed
entirely to divine purpose.

Questions & Answers About smith wigglesworth

No Question Answer

1 Who was Smith Wigglesworth and Smith Wigglesworth was a British Pentecostal evangelist and
why is he considered a significant faith healer known for his powerful sermons and miracles. He
figure in Christian history? played a pivotal role in the early Pentecostal movement and
is remembered for his unwavering faith and influence on
modern Pentecostalism.

2 What are some of the most famous | Some notable miracles include healing the sick, raising the

miracles attributed to Smith dead, and performing healings during his crusades. One well-
Wigglesworth? known story is of him praying for a woman who was healed of
a deafness that had persisted for years.
3 How did Smith Wigglesworth Wigglesworth's emphasis on faith, healing, and the Holy Spirit
influence the Pentecostal inspired many in the Pentecostal movement. His evangelistic
movement? style and emphasis on the power of prayer helped shape

Pentecostal worship and teachings worldwide.

© italy.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com Smith Wigglesworth

7



What was Smith Wigglesworth's
approach to faith and healing?

He believed in the power of the Holy Spirit and unwavering
faith in God. Wigglesworth often preached that healing was
part of God's divine plan and that believers could access
divine power through prayer and faith.

Are there any books or sermons by
Smith Wigglesworth that are still
influential today?

Yes, his sermons and writings, such as 'Smith Wigglesworth
on Healing,' continue to inspire Christians. Many
contemporary faith healers and Pentecostals study his
teachings for guidance and inspiration.

What is the legacy of Smith
Wigglesworth in modern
Christianity?

His legacy includes a focus on faith healing, the power of the
Holy Spirit, and evangelism. Many churches and ministries
trace their roots to his teachings, and his life continues to
inspire believers worldwide.

Did Smith Wigglesworth have any
formal theological training?

No, Smith Wigglesworth was largely self-educated in faith. He
began as a plumber and was converted to Christianity later in
life, relying on the Holy Spirit and personal faith rather than
formal theological training.

How did Smith Wigglesworth's
personal life influence his ministry?

His humble beginnings, personal faith, and experiences of
divine healing deeply influenced his ministry. His unwavering
trust in God and dedication to evangelism characterized his
approach to ministry.

What are some common
misconceptions about Smith
Wigglesworth?

A common misconception is that he performed miracles
constantly or that his healing methods can be replicated
exactly today. In reality, his ministry emphasized faith and
prayer, and miracles were seen as acts of God's power
through him.

Pentecostal, faith healing, evangelist, charismatic, revivalist, healing miracles, Christian preacher, early
20th century, holiness movement, charismatic Christianity
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