Standard Catalog Of Smith And
Wesson Serial Numbers

Standard catalog of Smith and Wesson serial numbers is an essential resource for
firearm collectors, enthusiasts, and law enforcement agencies. Understanding the serial
number system of Smith & Wesson firearms allows individuals to accurately date their
firearms, verify authenticity, and assess value. This comprehensive guide explores the
history, decoding methods, and significance of Smith & Wesson serial numbers, providing
valuable insights for anyone interested in these iconic firearms.

Introduction to Smith & Wesson Serial Numbers

Smith & Wesson, a legendary American firearm manufacturer founded in 1852, has a rich
history of producing revolvers, pistols, and rifles known for durability and precision. Each
firearm produced by Smith & Wesson is assighed a unique serial number, a vital identifier
that helps track manufacturing details, production dates, and model information. The serial
number system has evolved over time, reflecting changes in manufacturing practices,
record-keeping, and product lines. A thorough understanding of Smith & Wesson serial
numbers is crucial for accurate dating and authentication.

Historical Overview of Smith & Wesson Serial Number
Systems

Pre-1950s Serial Number System

Before the 1950s, Smith & Wesson serial numbers were often assigned sequentially without
a specific coding system. Serial numbers generally ranged from 1 to several hundred
thousand, depending on the production period.

Post-1950s Serial Number System Changes

Starting in the 1950s, Smith & Wesson adopted more structured serial numbering
conventions, including prefixes, to better track different models and production batches. The
serial numbers became more standardized, facilitating easier dating and identification.
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Transition to Modern Serial Numbering

In the late 20th century and early 21st century, Smith & Wesson introduced alphanumeric
serial numbers, which sometimes include prefixes and suffixes to indicate specific features
or manufacturing locations.

Decoding Smith & Wesson Serial Numbers

Understanding how to decode Smith & Wesson serial numbers involves recognizing patterns,
prefixes, and serial number ranges associated with specific years and models.

Serial Number Ranges and Dating

Smith & Wesson serial numbers can often be correlated with production years using serial
number range charts compiled from manufacturer records. For example: - Serial numbers
1-200,000: Typically produced between 1852 and 1950. - Serial numbers 200,001-500,000:
Generally from 1950 to 1970. - Serial numbers 500,001 and above: Usually from 1970
onward. Note: These ranges are approximate and should be cross-referenced with official
catalogs or serial number databases for precise dating.

Serial Number Prefixes and Their Significance

Smith & Wesson introduced prefixes in serial numbers to denote specific features,
production locations, or model types. Common prefixes include: - "A" or "B": Early 20th-
century models. - "S": Sometimes used for special editions. - "M": Denotes certain military or
law enforcement models. - "K", "L", "N": Used in later models, especially in the 1980s and
1990s.

Serial Number Formats by Model

Different models may have distinct serial number formats: - Revolvers (e.g., Model 10, Model
29): Usually a straightforward numeric sequence. - Semi-automatic pistols (e.g., M&P series):
Often include prefixes or suffixes indicating the year or version. - Rifles: Serial numbers may
be longer and include specific codes for caliber or production batch.

Using the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson Serial
Numbers
The standard catalog is an invaluable resource providing detailed serial number ranges,

manufacturing dates, and model information. It allows collectors and enthusiasts to: -
Determine the approximate manufacturing year of a firearm. - Verify authenticity and



identify potential reproductions. - Understand the historical context of specific serial number
ranges.

Accessing the Catalog

The catalog can be found in various forms: - Printed publications: Books dedicated to Smith
& Wesson firearms. - Online databases: Websites maintained by firearm collectors or
dedicated to serial number research. - Official Smith & Wesson publications: Occasionally
released to authorized dealers.

How to Use the Catalog Effectively

When using the catalog, follow these steps: 1. Identify the serial number: Locate it on the
firearm, typically on the frame, barrel, or cylinder. 2. Note the model: Confirm the model to
cross-reference serial number ranges. 3. Check the serial number range: Match the serial
number to the appropriate date range in the catalog. 4. Consider additional markings: Look
for markings indicating special editions, military or law enforcement markings, or
manufacturing codes.

Common Serial Number Examples and Their
Interpretations

| Serial Number | Approximate Year | Model | Notes | ||||| | 123456 | 1920s | Model 10 |
Classic revolver, serials in this range indicate early production. | | 987654 | 1950s | Model 29
| Popular Magnum series, serial numbers in this range. | | S123456 | 1980s | Model 686 |
Prefix "S" indicates a specific series or special edition. | | N654321 | 2000s | M&P series | "N"
prefix used in newer semi-automatic models. |

Important Tips for Collectors and Enthusiasts

- Verify serial numbers against official catalogs to ensure accuracy. - Be aware of counterfeit
markings; always cross-reference with known serial number ranges. - Preserve firearm
documentation such as purchase receipts or original packaging, which may include serial
numbers and manufacturing details. - Consult experts or experienced collectors when in
doubt, especially for rare or antique firearms.

Common Challenges in Serial Number Identification

- Fading or worn serial numbers: Use professional tools or methods to read faint markings. -
Rebuilt or modified firearms: Serial numbers may have been altered; verify authenticity

© italy.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com Standard Catalog Of Smith And Wesson Serial Numbers 3



through multiple sources. - Serial number removal or obliteration: lllegal in many
jurisdictions; consult legal guidelines before attempting to restore or verify such firearms.

Conclusion

The standard catalog of Smith and Wesson serial numbers serves as an essential tool
for anyone involved with these iconic firearms. From dating and authentication to valuation
and historical research, understanding serial number systems unlocks valuable insights into
a firearm's past. By familiarizing oneself with serial number ranges, prefixes, and formats,
and utilizing comprehensive catalogs, collectors and enthusiasts can ensure accurate
identification and appreciation of Smith & Wesson firearms. Always remember to cross-
reference serial numbers with reputable sources, handle firearms responsibly, and adhere to
legal regulations related to firearm ownership and verification. With proper knowledge and
resources, exploring the rich history of Smith & Wesson firearms becomes an engaging and
rewarding experience.

Standard Catalog of Smith and Wesson Serial Numbers: An In-Depth Investigation Smith &
Wesson (S&W), a name synonymous with American firearm manufacturing, has a storied
history that spans over 170 years. As one of the most recognizable firearm brands globally,
S&W'’s extensive catalog of revolvers, pistols, and rifles has been embraced by law
enforcement, military, and civilian shooters alike. Central to understanding the history,
manufacturing details, and provenance of Smith & Wesson firearms is the study of their
serial numbers. The standard catalog of Smith and Wesson serial numbers serves as an
essential resource for collectors, historians, and enthusiasts seeking to authenticate and
date their firearms. This comprehensive article explores the significance of serial numbers in
Smith & Wesson firearms, the evolution of serial number systems, how to interpret them,
and the role of the standard catalog in firearm identification and valuation.

Understanding the Importance of Serial Numbers in Smith
& Wesson Firearms

Serial numbers are unique identifiers assigned to each firearm during manufacturing. They
serve multiple purposes: - Authentication: Confirming the origin and legitimacy of a firearm.
- Dating: Providing clues about the production year. - Traceability: Assisting law enforcement
and forensic agencies in tracing firearms used in crimes. - Provenance and Valuation:
Helping collectors verify authenticity and estimate value. For Smith & Wesson firearms,
serial numbers are the key to unlocking detailed historical data, especially given the
company's long history of manufacturing multiple models and variants.



The Evolution of Smith & Wesson Serial Number Systems

Smith & Wesson’s serial number system has evolved significantly since the company's
inception in 1852. These changes reflect manufacturing practices, technological advances,
and organizational restructuring over time.

Early Serial Number Systems (1852-1900)

- Serial Number Range: Approximately 1 to 500,000. - Characteristics: - Started with small,
sequential numbers. - Often inconsistent, especially during initial years. - No standardized
format; serials were assignhed sequentially as firearms were produced. - Implications: -
Dating firearms from this era can be challenging due to inconsistent records. - Early serial
numbers provide limited dating precision.

1900-1950s: Serialization Standardization Begins

- Serial Number Range: 500,001 to around 2,000,000. - Features: - More consistent serial
numbering. - Introduction of model-specific numbering sequences. - Use of prefixes or
suffixes in some models. - Impact: - Improved ability to date firearms within this era. - Serial
number ranges began to correlate with manufacturing years.

Post-1950s to Present: Modern Serial Numbering

- Serial Number Range: - From approximately 2,000,000 onward, reaching into the millions. -
Contemporary firearms often feature longer serial numbers—sometimes alphanumeric. -
Features: - Use of alpha-numeric codes, especially after 2000. - Introduction of serial number
databases and digital record-keeping. - Significance: - Easier to trace and date firearms
precisely. - Some models have serial numbers that include manufacturing codes indicating
factory location or production batch.

The Role of the Smith & Wesson Serial Number Catalog

The standard catalog of Smith and Wesson serial numbers is an essential reference resource
that consolidates serial number ranges with corresponding dates, models, and
manufacturing details. It enables enthusiasts and professionals to accurately identify
firearms, verify authenticity, and determine manufacturing periods.

Contents of the Standard Catalog

- Serial Number Ranges: Detailed lists of serial number intervals linked to production years. -
Model Identification: Cross-referencing serial numbers with specific firearm models. -
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Manufacture Dates: Approximate dates of production for serial number ranges. - Special
Features: Notes on variations, special editions, or unique serial number prefixes. - Historical
Context: Insights into manufacturing surges, wartime production, and model
discontinuations.

Sources and Reliability

- Official Records: Smith & Wesson’s internal archives (when accessible). - Third-Party
Publications: Widely respected books and publications, such as "Smith & Wesson Firearms:
The Complete History" and serial number guides by firearm historians. - Collector
Contributions: Data gathered from firearm collectors and auction records. While no single
catalog is entirely comprehensive, the combination of official data and community-
contributed information forms the backbone of most serial number reference guides.

Deciphering Smith & Wesson Serial Numbers

Interpreting serial numbers involves understanding the model-specific conventions and
chronological ranges.

Common Serial Number Formats

- Numeric Only: Standard in many models, e.g., 123456. - Alphanumeric: Introduced in later
models, e.g., K123456. - Prefixes/Suffixes: Indicate production batches, factory codes, or
special runs.

Serial Number Ranges and Dating

Most serial number ranges correlate with specific years of manufacture. For example: |
Serial Number Range | Approximate Production Year | Notes | |||| | 1 - 50,000 | 1852-1880 |
Early percussion revolvers | | 500,001 - 1,000,000 | 1900-1920 | Transition to modern
firearms | | 2,000,001 - 2,500,000 | 1950-1970 | Post-WWII expansion | |
3,000,001-4,000,000 | 1980-2000 | Modern revolvers and pistols | | 5,000,001+ |
2000-present | Digital serials, new manufacturing practices | It is essential to cross-
reference serial number ranges with the specific model to obtain accurate dating.

Limitations and Challenges

- Serial number gaps or overlaps due to manufacturing pauses or model-specific
conventions. - Re-serializing or marking firearms with replacement serials. - Variations
across different factories or production lines.



Special Considerations in the Standard Catalog

Limited Editions and Custom Models

Serial numbers for limited runs or custom firearms may fall outside standard ranges,
requiring specialized reference sources.

Historical and Wartime Production

During wartime, serial numbering often followed different schemes, such as: - Higher serial
numbers due to increased production. - Use of government or military markings. - Serial
number resets or special prefixes.

Reproductions and Counterfeits

Authentic serial numbers are crucial for verifying the legitimacy of firearms, especially in the
case of reproductions or counterfeits. The catalog can assist in identifying discrepancies.

Using the Serial Number Catalog for Collectors and
Enthusiasts

- Authentication: Confirm model and production year. - Valuation: Determine rarity and
historical significance. - Restoration and Repairs: Verify original parts and serial number
authenticity. - Legal and Forensic Investigations: Aid in tracing firearms involved in criminal
activity.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Standard Catalog in
Firearm Heritage

The standard catalog of Smith and Wesson serial numbers remains an indispensable
resource for understanding the rich history embedded within each firearm. By meticulously
documenting serial number ranges, manufacturing dates, and model details, the catalog
enables a deeper appreciation of Smith & Wesson’s legacy. As manufacturing technologies
and record-keeping evolve, so too does the catalog, integrating new data and digital tools to
improve accuracy and accessibility. For collectors, historians, and enthusiasts, mastering the
interpretation of serial numbers through this catalog unlocks stories of craftsmanship,
innovation, and American firearm heritage. Whether authenticating a vintage revolver or
tracing the history of a modern pistol, the serial number stands as a vital key—one that,
when combined with a comprehensive catalog, opens the door to decades of firearm history.
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Questions & Answers About standard catalog of smith

and wesson serial numbers

N Question Answer
o

1 | What is the purpose of the The Smith & Wesson serial number catalog helps
Smith & Wesson serial number | identify the manufacturing date, model, and
catalog? production details of a firearm based on its serial

number.

2 | How can | determine the You can consult the official Smith & Wesson serial
manufacturing year of my number chart or catalog, which correlates serial
Smith & Wesson firearm using | number ranges to specific years of production for
the serial number? different models.

3 | Are all Smith & Wesson serial | Most serial numbers for established models are
numbers listed in the catalog? |included, but some limited editions or older firearms

may not be listed, requiring additional research or
expert consultation.

4 | Where can | find the official Official catalogs and serial number charts are often
Smith & Wesson serial number | available through Smith & Wesson's website, firearms
catalog? reference books, or licensed firearm appraisers and

collectors.

5 | Can | verify the authenticity of | Yes, matching your serial number to the catalog can
my Smith & Wesson firearm help verify authenticity, production details, and assist
using the serial number in determining if a firearm is genuine or potentially
catalog? counterfeit.

6 |Is the serial number catalog Absolutely, knowing the manufacturing date and

useful for valuing a Smith &
Wesson firearm?

model details from the serial number can influence
the firearm's value, especially for collectors seeking
rare or limited edition pieces.

Smith & Wesson serial numbers, Smith & Wesson manufacturing dates, Smith & Wesson gun
history, Smith & Wesson model identification, Smith & Wesson production codes, Smith &
Wesson firearm lookup, Smith & Wesson serial number database, Smith & Wesson firearm

dating guide, Smith & Wesson pistol serials, Smith & Wesson rifle serial numbers
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