Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit Sample

Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit Sample: A Comprehensive Guide for Authenticity and
Submission

When navigating immigration processes, visa applications, or legal considerations involving
marriage, one of the most critical documents you may need is a bona fide marriage affidavit
sample. This affidavit serves as a sworn statement attesting that your marriage is genuine,
not entered into for the sole purpose of obtaining immigration benefits, but based on love,
mutual commitment, and shared life. Understanding the structure, content, and proper
usage of such an affidavit is essential for ensuring its acceptance by authorities and smooth
processing of your case.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore what a bona fide marriage affidavit sample
entails, why it’s important, how to craft an effective affidavit, and provide practical tips and
examples to assist you in drafting a compelling document that accurately reflects your
relationship.

What Is a Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit?

A bona fide marriage affidavit is a legal document where one or both spouses swear under
oath that their marriage is genuine and not entered into solely for legal advantages such as
immigration status. This affidavit is often required by immigration authorities, consulates,
or courts to establish the authenticity of the marital relationship.

Key purposes include:

1. Supporting visa or green card applications
2. Demonstrating the legitimacy of the marriage in legal proceedings
3. Providing evidence of ongoing marital relationship

Why Is a Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit Important?

The affidavit acts as a testimonial that can supplement other evidence like joint bank
accounts, photos, or shared property. It helps authorities assess whether the marriage is
authentic or a sham, which can influence decisions regarding visa approvals or legal
judgments.

Common scenarios where an affidavit is essential:

1. Spouse applying for a marriage-based immigrant visa
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2. Proving legitimacy in divorce proceedings
3. Establishing bona fide marriage in legal disputes

Because the affidavit is a sworn statement, its credibility depends on honesty, clarity, and
thoroughness. A well-crafted affidavit can significantly bolster your case.

Crafting an Effective Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit Sample

Creating a compelling bona fide marriage affidavit sample involves several important
components:

1. Header and Title

Begin with a clear title like "Affidavit of Marriage" or "Sworn Statement of Bona Fide
Marriage." Include your full name, address, and contact information at the top for
identification.

1. Introduction of the Affiant

State your full legal name, age, nationality, and relationship to the married couple (if you
are the spouse or a close family member). Clearly specify your relationship to the couple to
establish your credibility.

1. Statement of Relationship

Express your knowledge of the couple's relationship, including how long you have known
them and their history together. Mention key details such as:

1. When and where they got married
2. How they met
3. Shared experiences and milestones

1. Declaration of Authenticity

Explicitly affirm that the marriage is genuine and entered into voluntarily. Emphasize that
your knowledge is based on personal observation and interaction.

1. Supporting Details and Evidence
Provide specific examples of their shared life, such as:

1. Living arrangements
2. Social activities

3. Family interactions
4. Financial ties



These details help substantiate the claim that the marriage is bona fide.
1. Closing Statement

Conclude with a statement asserting that the information provided is true and accurate to
the best of your knowledge, and that you understand the legal implications of providing
false information.

1. Signature and Notarization

Sign the affidavit in front of a notary public or authorized officer. The notarization adds
legal validity and authenticity to the document.

Sample Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit
Below is a simplified example that you can customize according to your situation:
AFFIDAVIT OF MARRIAGE

I, [Full Name], of legal age, a citizen of [Country], residing at [Full Address], do hereby
declare under oath as follows:

1. T am the [relationship, e.qg., friend, sibling, spouse] of [Name of the Married Couple].

1. I have known [Husband's Full Name] and [Wife's Full Name] since [year], and I have
observed their relationship and marriage since their wedding on [date].

1. Their marriage took place at [venue], in the presence of family and friends, and I was
present during their wedding ceremony.

1. T can attest that their marriage is genuine and based on mutual love, respect, and shared
commitment. They have been living together as husband and wife since their marriage
and have shared significant life events, including [mention any shared experiences such
as vacations, family gatherings, or joint responsibilities].

1. T have personally interacted with them on numerous occasions, witnessing their affection
and cooperation. They support each other's personal and financial needs and maintain a
household together.

1. To my knowledge, their marriage was not entered into for the purpose of evading
immigration laws or obtaining benefits but is a genuine relationship.

1. I make this affidavit to attest to the authenticity of their marriage and for whatever legal

purpose it may serve.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.
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[Signature]
[Full Name]

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this [day] day of [month], [year], at [location],
affiant having exhibited to me [valid ID or identification].

Notary Public:

Commission Expiry:

Tips for Drafting and Using a Bona Fide Marriage Affidavit

1. Be Honest and Specific: Avoid vague statements. Provide concrete examples that support
your claim.

Use Clear Language: Write in a straightforward, professional tone.

Include Relevant Details: Names, dates, places, and relationships add credibility.

Keep It Concise Yet Informative: While detailed, avoid unnecessary information.

o W

Get It Notarized: An affidavit is a sworn statement; notarization is often required to
validate it.

6. Attach Supporting Evidence: If applicable, include photographs, joint documents, or
other proof of the marriage.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Providing False Information: Dishonesty can lead to legal penalties and rejection.
Vague Statements: General or ambiguous language weakens the affidavit.
Ignoring Notarization: An unsigned or unnotarized affidavit may be deemed invalid.
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Using a Generic Template Without Personalization: Tailor your affidavit to reflect your
genuine knowledge and relationship.

Final Thoughts

A well-prepared bona fide marriage affidavit sample can be a powerful tool in establishing
the authenticity of a marriage for legal or immigration purposes. Remember that honesty,
clarity, and attention to detail are vital. By following the structure outlined above and
incorporating genuine insights about the couple's relationship, you can create a compelling
affidavit that supports your case effectively.

Whether you are the spouse, a family member, or a close friend, your sworn statement can
make a significant difference in the success of the application or proceeding. Always
consider consulting legal professionals or immigration experts to ensure your affidavit
aligns with current requirements and standards.

Disclaimer: This guide is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal



advice. For specific cases or legal questions, please consult a qualified attorney or legal

expert.

Questions & Answers About bona fide marriage affidavit

sample
N Question Answer
o
1 | What is a bona fide marriage | A bona fide marriage affidavit sample is a template

affidavit sample?

or example document that provides the necessary
format and language to attest that a marriage is
genuine and entered into in good faith, often used for
immigration or legal purposes.

declaration statement of the
affidavit?

2 | Why do I need a bona fide You may need a bona fide marriage affidavit sample

marriage affidavit sample? to prepare your own affidavit for immigration
applications, legal proceedings, or to verify the
authenticity of your marriage to authorities or
agencies.

3 | What are the key components | Key components include personal details of the
of a bona fide marriage spouses, details of the marriage, declaration of the
affidavit? marriage's authenticity, supporting evidence, and

signatures of the spouses and witnesses.

4 | Can I use a sample affidavit Yes, a sample affidavit can guide you in preparing
for my immigration process? |your own, but ensure that your affidavit is truthful,

accurate, and tailored to your specific
circumstances; some agencies may require specific
formats.

5 | Is there a standard format for | While there is no universal standard, most affidavits
a bona fide marriage affidavit | follow a similar format including personal details,
sample? marriage details, a declaration of authenticity, and

signatures, which can be adapted from sample
templates.

6 | Where can I find a free bona | Free samples can often be found online on legal
fide marriage affidavit websites, immigration forums, or government agency
sample? websites that provide templates for affidavits and

legal documents.

7 | What should I include in the The declaration should state that the marriage is

genuine, entered into in good faith, and not for the
purpose of evading immigration laws, along with
personal affirmations and signatures.
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8 | How do I customize a bona
fide marriage affidavit sample
for my use?

You should replace the placeholder information with

your personal details, specify your marriage date and
place, and include any relevant supporting details or

evidence, ensuring accuracy and honesty.

9 | Are there legal requirements
for a bona fide marriage
affidavit?

Yes, legal requirements may vary by jurisdiction but
generally include notarization, truthful statements,
and signatures of witnesses or notaries to validate
the affidavit.

10 | Can a friend or family
member prepare a bona fide
marriage affidavit sample for
me”?

While friends or family can help by providing a
template or example, the affidavit should be
personally written and signed by the spouses or
witnesses to ensure its validity and authenticity.

bona fide marriage affidavit, marriage affidavit template, marriage proof document,

affidavit of marriage sample, marriage verification form, marital status affidavit, affidavit

for marriage recognition, sworn marriage statement, marriage certificate sample, legal

marriage affidavit
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