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John Rutter Look At The World Lyrics

john rutter look at the world lyrics Exploring the lyrics of John Rutter’s “Look at the World” reveals
a profound message of hope, unity, and appreciation for the beauty of life. As one of the most
celebrated contemporary choral composers, John Rutter’s works often embody a blend of lyrical
melodies and meaningful texts that inspire listeners and performers alike. “Look at the World” stands
out as a testament to his talent for combining poetic lyrics with captivating musical composition,
making it a beloved piece in choral repertoires worldwide. This article delves into the lyrics’ meaning,
their origins, and the significance of the song within Rutter’s body of work.

Origins of “Look at the World”

Background and Composition
John Rutter composed the piece “Look at the World” in 2000, drawing inspiration from the beauty and
diversity of the natural world. The lyrics are adapted from the poem “Look at the World” by Christina
Rossetti, a renowned English poet known for her lyrical and contemplative poetry. Rutter’s adaptation
preserves the essence of Rossetti’s words while setting them to a melody that captures the song’s
uplifting and reflective tone.

Poetry by Christina Rossetti
Christina Rossetti’s poem emphasizes themes of wonder, gratitude, and the interconnectedness of all
living things. Her words invite listeners to reflect on the world’s splendor and their place within it,
making her poem an ideal foundation for a choral work aimed at inspiring hope and appreciation.

Lyrics Breakdown and Meaning

Full Lyrics of “Look at the World”
While different arrangements may slightly vary, here are the core lyrics often associated with John
Rutter’s “Look at the World”: Look at the world! Everything all around us. Look at the world! And
marvel at everything we see. Clouds so high above us, Dewdrops and still, snowflakes. All around us,
the world endlessly turns. We are a part of the world, And the world is part of us. We are connected, In
this grand dance of life. Look at the world! Everything all around us. Look at the world! And marvel at
everything we see.

Themes and Messages
1. Appreciation of Nature The lyrics encourage listeners to observe their surroundings carefully and
marvel at nature’s wonders. From clouds and snowflakes to dew drops, each element is presented as a
marvel worth appreciating. 2. Interconnectedness A central theme is the idea that humans are an
integral part of the natural world. Recognizing this connection fosters respect, gratitude, and a sense of
responsibility toward the environment. 3. Hope and Positivity Repetition of the phrase “Look at the
world” invites a positive outlook, urging us to find joy and wonder in everyday life. The song’s uplifting
melody complements this theme, reinforcing feelings of hope. 4. Reflection and Contemplation The



lyrics serve as a gentle reminder to pause and reflect on the beauty that surrounds us, encouraging
mindfulness and gratitude.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Deep Dive

Imagery and Poetic Devices
John Rutter’s musical setting amplifies the poetic imagery of Christina Rossetti’s words through melodic
and harmonic choices. The lyrics employ vivid imagery: - Visual imagery: Clouds, snowflakes,
dewdrops. - Natural phenomena: The turning world, endless movement. Poetic devices used include: -
Repetition: Reinforces the central message of marveling at the world. - Alliteration: “Clouds so high
above us” creates a flowing, rhythmic effect. - Contrast: Still snowflakes versus the turning world
emphasizes the diversity in nature.

Musical Composition and Its Effect on Lyrics
Rutter’s composition employs a gentle, flowing melody with warm harmonies that evoke a sense of
wonder and serenity. The musical elements serve to: - Enhance the lyrical message of awe. - Inspire
emotional connection. - Foster a contemplative mood. The use of choral layers and dynamic variation
mirrors the complexity and richness of the natural world described in the lyrics.

The Significance of “Look at the World” in Choral
Repertoire

Popular Performances and Occasions
“Look at the World” is frequently performed in: - School and community choir concerts. - Religious and
spiritual gatherings. - Events celebrating environmental awareness and appreciation. Its universal
message and accessible musical arrangement make it suitable for a broad audience.

Educational and Inspirational Value
The piece encourages young singers and audiences to: - Develop an appreciation for poetry and music.
- Reflect on environmental issues. - Cultivate gratitude and mindfulness.

How to Interpret and Perform “Look at the World”

Performance Tips
- Emphasize the lyrics’ meaning: Convey awe and reverence in your singing. - Use dynamics effectively:
Gradually build intensity to highlight wonder. - Focus on diction: Clear pronunciation ensures the poetic
message is understood. - Express emotion through phrasing: Let the music breathe, allowing listeners
to connect deeply.
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Audience Engagement - Encourage listeners to reflect on their
own experiences of wonder. - Use visual aids or imagery to
complement the performance. - Foster a sense of community
and shared appreciation for the world.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of “Look at the World”

John Rutter’s “Look at the World” stands as a musical and
poetic celebration of life’s beauty and interconnectedness. Its
lyrics, rooted in Christina Rossetti’s poetic wisdom, invite us to
pause and marvel at the natural world around us. Through its
melodic simplicity and lyrical depth, the piece inspires hope,
gratitude, and a sense of unity—values that resonate across
generations and cultures. Whether performed in a concert hall,
a classroom, or a community gathering, “Look at the World”
continues to remind us of the wonder that exists in everyday
life. Its lyrics serve as a gentle call to mindfulness and
appreciation, urging us to look beyond ourselves and embrace
the beauty of the world we share. Additional Resources: - Listen
to recordings of John Rutter’s “Look at the World” to
experience its full emotional impact. - Explore Christina
Rossetti’s poetry for further insight into the lyrical inspiration. -
Attend choral workshops or concerts featuring Rutter’s works
to deepen understanding of his musical style and message. By
understanding and embracing the lyrics of “Look at the World,”
performers and audiences alike can foster a greater sense of
wonder and connectedness, making this piece a timeless gem
in choral music.

John Rutter "Look at the World" Lyrics: A Deep Dive into its Meaning, Composition, and Impact

Introduction to "Look at the World"

"Look at the World" is a beloved choral piece composed by the renowned British composer John Rutter.
Celebrated for its uplifting message and lyrical beauty, this work has become a staple in choral
repertoires worldwide. The lyrics, drawn from the poetic words of French poet and theologian Jacques



Brel (translated into English), encapsulate themes of hope, wonder, and faith in humanity's potential to
bring about positive change. Understanding the lyrics of "Look at the World" offers insight not just into
Rutter's musical genius but also into the universal messages embedded within the song.

Background and Composition of "Look at the World"

John Rutter: The Composer
John Rutter, born in 1945, is an acclaimed British composer, arranger, and conductor, renowned for his
contributions to choral music. His style often blends traditional choral techniques with accessible
melodies and heartfelt lyrics, making his compositions popular among both choirs and audiences.

The Genesis of "Look at the World"
- The piece was composed in the late 20th century, during a period of global reflection. - Rutter set the
lyrics of Jacques Brel, a Belgian singer-songwriter and poet, to music, emphasizing themes of hope and
perseverance. - The song was originally intended as a hymn-like anthem, suitable for church services,
school concerts, and community gatherings.

Musical Characteristics
- The composition features a flowing, lyrical melody that complements the poetic text. - Rutter’s
harmonic language is rich yet accessible, often employing lush harmonies that evoke emotion. - The
arrangement typically includes choir parts with optional solo sections, allowing for versatility in
performance.

Analysis of the Lyrics of "Look at the World"

Overview of the Text
The lyrics of "Look at the World" are poetic reflections on the beauty and resilience of the world around
us. They urge listeners to observe and appreciate the marvels of creation amidst chaos and suffering.
The lyrics are often paraphrased or adapted from Jacques Brel's original words, which emphasize hope,
faith, and the collective responsibility of humanity.

Key Themes and Messages
- Hope and Optimism: The lyrics encourage looking beyond despair to see the potential for goodness. -
Unity and Humanity: They emphasize that despite differences, all people are part of a shared world. -
Environmental and Social Awareness: The song prompts reflection on the world’s fragility and the
importance of caring for it. - Faith and Trust: There’s an underlying message of trusting in the divine or
the inherent goodness of the universe.

Sample Lyrics and Their Interpretation
While various arrangements may differ slightly, the core lyrics often include lines such as: > "Look at
the world, everything all around us. > Look at the world, and marvel every day." These opening lines
set the tone, inviting the listener to observe the beauty and complexity of life. They serve as a
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reminder that amidst difficulties, there are countless reasons for wonder. Other notable lines include: >
"The sun and the rain and the grass and the trees, > The sky and the sea and the birds and the bees."
These evoke a sense of appreciation for nature’s gifts, emphasizing that the world’s marvels are
accessible to all. The lyrics often conclude with a call to action or a reaffirmation of hope: > "And look
at the world with open hearts and eyes, > For in this world, there's hope for you and I."

Lyrical Analysis and Literary Devices

Poetic Structure
- The lyrics are typically structured in a series of stanzas that build upon each other, creating a lyrical
narrative. - The repetition of phrases like "Look at the world" functions as a refrain, reinforcing the
song’s central message.

Imagery and Symbolism
- Vivid imagery such as "sun," "rain," "birds," and "bees" helps paint a picture of natural beauty. -
Symbolism is used to represent broader themes—nature as a reflection of divine creation, hope as a
guiding light.

Language and Tone
- The language is simple, direct, and heartfelt, making the message accessible to audiences of all ages.
- The tone is optimistic, gentle, and inspiring, encouraging reflection without guilt or despair.

Performance and Musical Interpretation

Choral Arrangements
- Rutter’s arrangements often feature SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) choir parts, with optional solo
lines. - The music emphasizes lyrical singing, with flowing melodies that mirror the poetic text. -
Dynamics are generally soft to moderate, fostering an atmosphere of reverence and hope.

Expressive Techniques
- Performers are encouraged to interpret the lyrics emotionally, emphasizing phrases that evoke
wonder and trust. - The use of vibrato and dynamic shading enhances emotional depth.

Popular Settings and Adaptations
- Many choirs perform "Look at the World" as part of concerts, services, and festivals. - Some
arrangements feature piano or organ accompaniment, while others incorporate full orchestration. - The
song has been adapted for children’s choirs, making it a staple in educational settings.

Impact and Cultural Significance



In Religious and Secular Contexts
- Originally conceived as a hymn, "Look at the World" is frequently used in church services, especially
in themes of creation and stewardship. - Its universal message makes it suitable for interfaith and
ecumenical gatherings. - Beyond religious settings, the song is a popular choice for community
concerts and peace events.

Educational Usage
- The lyrics and melody are often incorporated into school music curricula. - It is used to teach students
about the power of music to inspire hope and social consciousness. - The song’s accessible language
and uplifting message make it ideal for fostering positive values in young audiences.

Global Reception
- "Look at the World" has been performed and recorded by choirs around the world. - Its message
resonates across cultures, emphasizing shared human experiences and environmental stewardship. -
The song’s enduring popularity underscores its timeless appeal.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the Lyrics

"Look at the World" stands as a testament to John Rutter’s ability to craft music that uplifts and unites.
The lyrics, inspired by Jacques Brel’s poetic vision, serve as a gentle reminder to appreciate the
wondrous world we inhabit and to remain hopeful despite challenges. Their simplicity masks a profound
message—encouraging listeners to see beauty, foster hope, and act with compassion. Whether
performed in a sacred setting or a community concert, the song’s lyrics continue to inspire generations,
reminding us that amidst chaos, there is always room for wonder and trust. Its lyrical depth, combined
with Rutter’s melodic mastery, ensures that "Look at the World" remains a cherished piece in the canon
of choral music, encouraging us to always look at the world with open hearts and eyes. In summary,
the lyrics of John Rutter's "Look at the World" encapsulate a universal call to observe, appreciate, and
trust in the beauty and potential of our shared existence. Their poetic simplicity paired with compelling
musical composition makes it a powerful tool for fostering hope, unity, and environmental
consciousness across diverse audiences worldwide.

Questions & Answers About john rutter look at the
world lyrics

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of John
Rutter's 'Look at the World' lyrics?

The main theme of 'Look at the World' is a celebration of
the beauty of creation and a reflection on the wonder and
diversity of the world around us.

2 Who wrote the lyrics for 'Look at
the World' by John Rutter?

The lyrics for 'Look at the World' were written by John
Rutter himself, inspired by biblical texts and a sense of
universal harmony.
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3 What is the significance of the
lyrics in 'Look at the World' in
relation to its musical
composition?

The lyrics emphasize themes of hope and appreciation for
creation, which complement Rutter's uplifting and melodic
musical style, enhancing the overall message of wonder
and reverence.

4 How do the lyrics of 'Look at the
World' reflect Rutter's musical
and spiritual influences?

The lyrics reflect Rutter's Christian faith and his admiration
for nature, drawing inspiration from scriptures and
emphasizing universal themes of peace and gratitude.

5 Are there different versions of the
lyrics for 'Look at the World' in
various performances?

While the core lyrics remain consistent, some arrangements
or performances may include slight variations or additional
verses to suit different ensembles or audiences.

6 What emotions are evoked by the
lyrics of 'Look at the World'?

The lyrics evoke feelings of awe, hope, serenity, and a deep
appreciation for the beauty and diversity of life on Earth.

7 How has 'Look at the World' by
John Rutter been received in
choral communities?

The piece is highly regarded in choral circles for its lyrical
beauty and inspiring message, often performed in concerts
and religious services around the world.

8 Can the lyrics of 'Look at the
World' be interpreted
metaphorically?

Yes, the lyrics can be seen as a metaphor for spiritual
reflection, encouraging listeners to see the divine in the
natural world and in everyday life.

9 Where can I find the official lyrics
of 'Look at the World' by John
Rutter?

The official lyrics are available in the published sheet music
for 'Look at the World,' which can be purchased through
music retailers and Rutter's official publications.

John Rutter, Look at the World, lyrics, choral music, sacred music, anthem, hymn, choir, musical
composition, Rutter lyrics
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