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The Play That Goes Wrong High
School Edition

the play that goes wrong high school edition is a hilarious adaptation of the popular
comedy that has taken theaters by storm. Designed specifically for high school students
and audiences, this edition brings the chaos, slapstick humor, and comic timing of the
original show into a relatable and accessible package. Whether you're a student looking
to participate in your school's theater production or a teacher seeking an engaging play
for your drama class, understanding the nuances of this high school edition can help you
appreciate its appeal and prepare for a successful performance.

Overview of The Play That Goes Wrong High School
Edition

What Is The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition?

The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition is a specially adapted version of the
original hit comedy, created to suit the needs of high school performers and audiences. It
retains the core humor, slapstick mishaps, and theatrical chaos that define the original,
but with simplified staging, dialogue, and content appropriate for younger performers.
This edition is perfect for drama clubs, school theater productions, and drama classes,
offering a fun, engaging, and manageable performance that highlights improvisational
skills, comedic timing, and teamwork among students.

Origin and Popularity

Originally written by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer, and Henry Shields of the Mischief
Theatre Company, The Play That Goes Wrong debuted in 2012 and quickly gained
popularity for its inventive humor and clever staging. Its success on Broadway and the
West End led to various adaptations, including the high school edition, designed to make
the comedy accessible for younger audiences.

Key Features of the High School Edition

Adaptations for the High School Audience

The high school edition features several modifications to ensure suitability and
appropriateness for school productions:

Simplified staging: The set design is less complex but still provides ample1.



opportunities for physical comedy.
Reduced cast size: The number of characters is adjusted to fit smaller ensembles.2.
Lowered language and content: Any language or themes deemed inappropriate are3.
softened or omitted.
Shorter runtime: The play typically runs around 75-90 minutes, ideal for school4.
schedules.
Accessibility: The script includes stage directions and cues that support high school5.
performers with varying levels of experience.

Themes and Humor

The core themes of the play revolve around comedy of errors, teamwork, and resilience.
The humor relies heavily on physical comedy, timing, and visual gags, making it highly
engaging for audiences of all ages.

Why Choose The Play That Goes Wrong High School
Edition?

Benefits for Students and Schools

Producing this play offers numerous benefits:

Develops acting and comedic skills: Students learn timing, physical acting, and1.
improvisation.
Encourages teamwork: The chaotic nature of the play requires synchronization and2.
collaboration.
Provides fun and engagement: The humorous mishaps keep both performers and3.
audiences entertained.
Affordable and manageable: The simplified staging and cast make it accessible for4.
school budgets and resources.

Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, the play can serve educational purposes:

Learning about theatrical staging: Students gain insights into stage management1.
and set design.
Improvisation skills: The play's chaotic scenarios encourage quick thinking.2.
Understanding humor and timing: Students explore comedic techniques and the3.
importance of timing.
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Preparing for a High School Production of The Play That
Goes Wrong

Choosing the Right Cast and Crew

Successful productions depend on selecting students with enthusiasm for comedy,
physical acting, and teamwork. Roles include:

Lead characters with comedic flair1.
Supporting actors for ensemble scenes2.
Stage crew and set designers3.
Costume and prop managers4.

Staging and Set Design

The set should be simple yet versatile, accommodating multiple mishaps and physical
gags. Common elements include:

Cluttered or unstable furniture for chaos1.
Multiple entrances/exits for slapstick timing2.
Props that can be easily manipulated or break3.

Rehearsal Tips

- Emphasize timing and coordination among actors. - Practice physical comedy to prevent
injury. - Incorporate improvisation to enhance spontaneity. - Focus on clear cues and
stage directions.

Costumes and Props

Costumes should reflect the characters but can be humorous and exaggerated to
enhance visual comedy. Props should be safe and functional, supporting the slapstick
elements.

Marketing and Audience Engagement

Promoting the Show

To attract audiences, schools can:

Use social media campaigns featuring behind-the-scenes content1.
Design colorful posters and flyers2.
Host preview nights or ticket discounts for students and families3.



Creating a Memorable Experience

Encourage audience participation, such as interactive elements or post-show Q&A
sessions, to deepen engagement and appreciation for the performers' efforts.

In Summary

The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition offers a fantastic opportunity for students
to develop their acting and production skills while entertaining audiences with a
universally loved comedy. Its adaptations make it accessible, manageable, and
appropriate for school settings, all while preserving the core elements of chaos, humor,
and teamwork that have made the original play a theatrical phenomenon. Producing this
play can be a rewarding experience, fostering creativity, collaboration, and confidence
among young performers. Whether it’s your first time staging a comedy or part of an
ongoing theater program, The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition promises
laughter, learning, and unforgettable memories for everyone involved.

The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition: A Hilarious Mashup of Theatre Mishaps
and Youthful Charm

The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition has captured the imaginations of students,
educators, and theatre enthusiasts alike. This adaptation of the renowned comedy,
originally written by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer, and Henry Shields of Mischief Theatre,
offers a fresh, lively take on theatrical chaos, tailored specifically for high school
performers and audiences. Blending slapstick humor, physical comedy, and clever
scripting, the production provides a platform for young actors to showcase their comedic
timing and stage presence while exploring themes of perseverance, teamwork, and the
unpredictability of live performance.

This article delves into the origins of the play, its adaptation for high school venues, the
key elements that make it a standout production, and tips for educators and students to
maximize their experience with this theatrical gem.

Origins and Evolution of The Play That Goes Wrong

A Brief History

The original The Play That Goes Wrong debuted in 2012 as a production by Mischief
Theatre in London. It quickly gained popularity for its innovative approach to comedy,
combining theatrical parody with a farcical plot. The premise centers around a fictional
amateur dramatics society, the Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society, attempting to stage a
murder mystery play, only for everything to go spectacularly awry—props malfunction,
actors forget lines, and technical mishaps escalate into chaos.

Transition to the High School Edition
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Recognizing the play’s universal appeal and comedic potential, Mischief Theatre adapted
the script for high school productions in 2020. The high school edition simplifies some of
the more complex technical elements, adjusts dialogue to ensure age-appropriate
content, and modifies staging requirements to accommodate school resources. This
version allows younger performers to engage with the humor and storytelling without the
logistical hurdles of professional theater.

Why the High School Edition Stands Out

Tailored Content for Young Performers

One of the significant advantages of the high school edition is its thoughtful adaptation. It
preserves the core comedic elements and slapstick humor while ensuring the material is
suitable for school audiences. This includes:

Language Adjustments: Mild modifications to language to maintain appropriateness.1.
Simplified Technical Requirements: Reduced reliance on elaborate sound and lighting2.
effects, making it more accessible.
Shortened Length: The script is condensed to keep performances engaging and3.
manageable within school schedules.
Relatable Themes: Emphasizes teamwork, resilience, and the joy of live theatre—topics4.
resonant with high school students.

Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, the play offers educational opportunities:

Understanding Comedy: Students learn about timing, pacing, and physical humor.1.
Stagecraft Skills: Opportunities to explore blocking, staging, and prop management.2.
Teamwork and Collaboration: The chaotic nature of the play encourages students to3.
work together and adapt swiftly.
Confidence Building: Performing in a comedy that involves physical slapstick can help4.
shy students come out of their shells.

Accessibility for Schools

The adaptation is designed with school budgets and resources in mind. It typically
requires:

A modest set with minimal scene changes.1.
Basic costumes and props.2.
A manageable cast size, often around 8-12 students, depending on the version.3.

This makes it an attractive choice for high school drama clubs seeking a lively, engaging
production without extensive technical setups.

Key Elements of The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition



Humor and Physical Comedy

At its core, the play relies heavily on physical comedy, slapstick, and timing. The humor is
visual and situational, making it accessible across language barriers and age groups.
Iconic moments include:

Actors missing cues and tripping over props.1.
Furniture collapsing unexpectedly.2.
Characters misunderstanding or mishandling crucial elements, leading to comic chaos.3.

Plot Structure

While the plot is intentionally convoluted and secondary to the comedy, it revolves
around the amateur dramatics society attempting to put on a murder mystery play. The
storyline involves:

A cast of quirky characters with exaggerated personalities.1.
A series of misadventures backstage and onstage.2.
A humorous "whodunit" that spirals into slapstick mayhem.3.

Staging and Technical Aspects

The staging is designed to be flexible. The set mimics a typical high school auditorium or
classroom, with simple backdrops and movable furniture. Technical elements are
intentionally kept straightforward, focusing on:

Sound cues for comedic effect.1.
Limited lighting shifts.2.
Use of props that can malfunction or be misused for humor.3.

Cast Dynamics

The ensemble cast plays multiple roles, often engaging in quick costume changes and
physical gags. The characters' exaggerated traits serve to amplify the comedic chaos,
encouraging energetic performances and improvisation.

Practical Tips for High School Productions

Casting and Rehearsals

Diverse Cast Roles: Assign characters that allow for physical comedy and1.
improvisation.
Rehearse Timing: Physical comedy depends on precise timing; rehearse scenes2.
multiple times to perfect timing.
Encourage Creativity: Allow students to add their own comedic flair within the script’s3.
framework.

Technical and Set Design
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Keep the set simple but versatile.1.
Use props creatively to enhance humor.2.
Practice with sound cues to ensure comedic timing.3.

Audience Engagement

Incorporate interactive elements or call-and-response moments to keep the audience1.
engaged.
Use humor to address relatable high school themes.2.

The Educational and Cultural Impact

Fostering Creativity and Confidence

Performing in The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition nurtures creativity,
encourages problem-solving, and boosts confidence. The chaotic nature of the play allows
students to embrace mistakes and see comedy as a form of resilience.

Promoting Teamwork

The play’s reliance on ensemble work and physical comedy emphasizes collaboration.
Students learn to depend on each other’s timing and support to deliver a successful
performance.

Cultural Relevance

The play’s humor transcends cultural boundaries, making it suitable for diverse school
environments. Its emphasis on humor, perseverance, and teamwork resonates
universally.

Final Thoughts: A Must-Do for High School Theatrical Programs

The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition represents a perfect blend of comedy,
educational value, and practical feasibility. It offers students a chance to experience the
thrill of live performance while honing their acting and technical skills. Its universal
humor, combined with its tailored adaptation, makes it an ideal choice for high school
drama clubs aiming to stage a memorable, laughter-filled production.

By embracing the chaos and joy embedded in this play, schools can foster a love for
theatre, encourage resilience in the face of mistakes, and create shared moments of
hilarity that students and audiences will cherish for years to come. Whether as a
standalone production or part of a broader arts curriculum, The Play That Goes Wrong
High School Edition is more than just a comedy—it's a celebration of creativity,
teamwork, and the unpredictable magic of theatre.



Questions & Answers About the play that goes wrong
high school edition

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is 'The Play That Goes
Wrong High School Edition'
about?

'The Play That Goes Wrong High School Edition' is a
comedic parody of a school play that hilariously
goes awry, featuring students trying to put on a
drama while everything hilariously falls apart.

2 How is 'The Play That Goes
Wrong High School Edition'
different from the original?

The High School Edition is adapted for student
performers, with simplified language, age-
appropriate content, and modifications to ensure
suitability for school productions while maintaining
the comedic chaos.

3 Is 'The Play That Goes Wrong
High School Edition' suitable
for all age groups?

Yes, it is designed to be appropriate for high school
students and audiences, with content adjusted to
suit a school environment.

4 Where can schools or theater
groups obtain the rights to
perform 'The Play That Goes
Wrong High School Edition'?

Performance rights are typically available through
licensing agencies such as Concord Theatricals or
Samuel French, who provide scripts and licensing
information for schools.

5 What are some key themes
of 'The Play That Goes Wrong
High School Edition'?

The play explores themes of teamwork, resilience,
humor in the face of chaos, and the importance of
improvisation and adaptability during live
performances.

6 How long is the typical
runtime of 'The Play That
Goes Wrong High School
Edition'?

The production usually runs around 1 hour and 30
minutes, making it suitable for school performances
and allowing for audience engagement.

7 Are there any notable
challenges students face
when performing 'The Play
That Goes Wrong High School
Edition'?

Students may find the physical comedy and timing
challenging, but it also offers a fun opportunity to
develop improvisation skills and stage presence.

8 Has 'The Play That Goes
Wrong High School Edition'
received positive reviews
from critics and audiences?

Yes, it has been praised for its humor, creativity,
and ability to entertain audiences of all ages,
making it a popular choice for school theater
programs.

9 Can 'The Play That Goes
Wrong High School Edition'
be performed with a small
cast?

Yes, the play is designed to be flexible, and many
schools perform it with a cast size that fits their
resources, often around 6 to 12 actors.

The Play That Goes Wrong, high school theater, comedy play, school production, amateur
dramatics, theatrical mishaps, ensemble cast, slapstick comedy, school play script,
humorous performance
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