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Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan by Hamid Khan The constitutional and political history
of Pakistan is a complex tapestry woven with moments of significant transformation, political upheavals, and
the ongoing struggle to define the nation's identity. Renowned legal scholar and political analyst Hamid Khan
has extensively documented and analyzed this intricate evolution, providing invaluable insights into
Pakistan’s constitutional development and political landscape. His work offers a comprehensive
understanding of how Pakistan’s legal frameworks and political institutions have evolved over time,
influenced by internal dynamics and external pressures. In this article, we delve into Hamid Khan's detailed
account of Pakistan's constitutional and political history, highlighting key milestones, constitutional crises,
political movements, and institutional changes that have shaped the country from its inception to the present
day.

Introduction to Pakistan’s Political and Constitutional Foundations

Pakistan emerged as an independent state in 1947, carved out of British India primarily as a homeland for
Muslims. The nation’s founding fathers aimed to establish a state rooted in Islamic principles while also
embracing democratic governance. The initial constitutional framework was designed to balance religious
identity with democratic ideals, but the journey was fraught with challenges, including military coups,
constitutional crises, and political instability. Hamid Khan emphasizes that understanding Pakistan’s political
history involves analyzing the continuous tension between civilian governments and military establishments,
as well as the evolution of constitutional law that attempted to reconcile these forces.

The Early Years and the Constitution of 1956

Formation of Pakistan’s Political Identity

Following independence, Pakistan faced the monumental task of nation-building amid diverse ethnicities,
languages, and regional identities. The political leadership, including figures like Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
Liaquat Ali Khan, sought to establish a democratic system aligned with Islamic values.

The Constitution of 1956

Hamid Khan highlights that Pakistan’s first comprehensive constitution was enacted in 1956, marking a
significant step toward constitutional democracy. Key features included: - Pakistan as a Islamic republic -
Parliamentary form of government - Fundamental rights for citizens - Establishment of a Federal
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parliamentary system However, despite these progressive elements, political instability persisted,
culminating in the first military coup in 1958 and the abdication of civilian rule.

The Military Interventions and the Constitution of 1962

Impact of Military Rule

The 1958 coup led by General Ayub Khan resulted in the suspension of the constitution and the imposition of
martial law. Hamid Khan discusses how this period marked the beginning of military influence over
Pakistan’s political landscape.

The Constitution of 1962

In 1962, Ayub Khan introduced a new constitution which: - Declared Pakistan an Islamic state with a
presidential system - Concentrated power within the executive branch - Restricted political freedoms -
Marginalized political parties and civil liberties Khan notes that although the 1962 constitution aimed to
stabilize governance, it ultimately undermined parliamentary democracy and facilitated authoritarian rule.

The Revival of Democracy and the 1973 Constitution

Return to Civilian Rule

The late 1960s and early 1970s saw growing demands for democratic governance. The political landscape
was reshaped by the rise of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) led by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

The Constitution of 1973

Hamid Khan emphasizes that the 1973 constitution was a watershed moment in Pakistan’s constitutional
history: - Re-establishment of parliamentary democracy - Recognition of fundamental rights - Federal
structure with provincial autonomy - Islam as the state religion, but with provisions for religious minorities -
Judicial independence This constitution aimed to balance Islamic principles with democratic governance.
However, political conflicts, regional disparities, and military interventions continued to challenge stability.

The Military Coup of 1977 and the Martial Law Period

General Zia-ul-Haqg’s Coup

In 1977, General Zia overthrew the government, citing political corruption and instability. Hamid Khan details
how Zia’s era was characterized by: - Martial law rule - Islamization policies - Amendments to the
constitution to strengthen presidential powers - Suppression of opposition parties Zia’s regime significantly
altered Pakistan’s constitutional trajectory, embedding Islamic laws into the legal framework and weakening



parliamentary institutions.

Constitutional Amendments under Zia

The Zia era saw several amendments, notably: - The Eighth Amendment, which empowered the President -
Restrictions on political parties - Introduction of Hudood Ordinances aligning laws with Islamic injunctions
Khan underscores that these changes had a lasting impact, shaping Pakistan’s legal and political landscape
for decades.

The Transition to Democracy and the 18th Amendment

End of Military Rule and Democratic Revival

The late 1980s and 1990s experienced a shift back towards civilian rule, with multiple elections and political
transitions. However, political instability persisted due to corruption, military influence, and regional tensions.

The 18th Amendment of 2010

Hamid Khan highlights that the 18th Amendment was a landmark in Pakistan’s constitutional journey: -
Devolution of power to provinces - Strengthening of parliamentary democracy - Reduction of presidential
powers - Reaffirmation of Islamic identity balanced with democratic principles This amendment aimed to
address longstanding issues of centralization and regional disparities, promoting a more federal and
democratic Pakistan.

Challenges and Contemporary Political Dynamics

Institutional Struggles and Democratic Consolidation

Khan emphasizes that Pakistan continues to face challenges such as: - Military influence over civilian
governments - Judicial activism and constitutional crises - Political polarization and corruption - Regional
and ethnic tensions Despite these hurdles, Pakistan’s political system has shown resilience, gradually
consolidating democratic norms.

Recent Developments

Recent years have seen: - Increased political activism and protests - Judicial interventions in political
matters - Civil society’s role in governance - Ongoing debates about constitutional reforms Hamid Khan’s
analysis suggests that Pakistan’s constitutional and political future hinges on strengthening democratic
institutions, ensuring rule of law, and fostering political stability.
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Conclusion

The constitutional and political history of Pakistan, as documented by Hamid Khan, reflects a nation in
continuous evolution—from its initial aspirations of Islamic democracy to the tumultuous periods of military
rule and democratic renewal. Understanding this history is crucial for appreciating Pakistan’s current political
landscape and the ongoing efforts to build a resilient democratic society rooted in constitutionalism. Khan’s
work underscores that the path forward requires strengthening constitutional institutions, promoting political
accountability, and safeguarding fundamental rights. As Pakistan navigates its future, its constitutional
history remains a testament to the resilience of its people and their commitment to democratic governance
despite enduring challenges. Keywords: Pakistan constitutional history, Hamid Khan, Pakistan political
history, Pakistan constitution, military coups Pakistan, 1973 constitution, 2010 18th Amendment, Pakistan
democracy, Pakistan military influence, Islamic republic Pakistan, Pakistan legal system

Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan by Hamid Khan: A Comprehensive Review Hamid Khan’s
Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan stands as a seminal work in understanding the intricate
evolution of Pakistan’s constitutional framework and political landscape. As a seasoned jurist and
constitutional expert, Khan offers an in-depth analysis that traverses the tumultuous journey of Pakistan from
its inception to the contemporary era. This review delves into the core themes, analyses, and insights
provided in the book, emphasizing its significance for students, scholars, and practitioners of constitutional
law and political science.

Introduction to the Book

Hamid Khan’s Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan is more than a mere chronicle; it is a critical
examination of the constitutional developments, political upheavals, and legal transformations that have
shaped Pakistan’s national identity. The book is structured to provide readers with a chronological and
thematic understanding of Pakistan’s constitutional journey, highlighting the challenges, crises, and triumphs
encountered along the way. Key Features: - Combines historical narrative with legal analysis - Focuses on
constitutional crises and their resolutions - Examines the role of judiciary, military, and political leadership -
Provides comparative insights with other parliamentary democracies

Historical Context and Foundation of Pakistan

Hamid Khan begins by setting the stage with the socio-political context of pre-independence India and the
ideological foundations of Pakistan. The partition of British India in 1947 and the creation of Pakistan as a
separate homeland for Muslims marked the beginning of a complex constitutional journey. Major Points
Covered: - The ideological basis rooted in the Two-Nation Theory - The initial constitutional framework
established through the Objectives Resolution (1949) - The role of the All-India Muslim League and
Pakistan’s founding leaders Khan emphasizes that Pakistan’s early constitutional endeavors were driven by
ideals of Islamic identity combined with democratic aspirations, which often clashed with political realities.



Constitutional Evolution: From the Objectives Resolution to the 1973
Constitution

One of the central themes in Khan'’s work is the evolution of Pakistan’s constitutional framework, highlighting
key milestones and setbacks. The Objectives Resolution (1949) - Served as the ideological foundation for
subsequent constitutions - Emphasized Islamic principles and sovereignty of the people - Laid the
groundwork for the constitutional debates that followed The First Constitution (1956) - Pakistan’s first
attempt at a parliamentary democracy - Introduced a federal structure with Islamic provisions - Was short-
lived due to political instability and military intervention The 1962 Constitution - Drafted under General Ayub
Khan’s military rule - Concentrated power in the presidency - Declared Pakistan an Islamic state but with a
more centralized authority The 1973 Constitution - The most significant milestone in Pakistan’s constitutional
history - Established Pakistan as a parliamentary democracy - Recognized Islam as the state religion but
maintained a federal structure - Introduced fundamental rights, an independent judiciary, and a bill of rights
Khan critically analyzes how the 1973 Constitution has been both a source of stability and a catalyst for
political crises, especially when its provisions were challenged or misinterpreted.

Military Interventions and Constitutional Crises

A recurring theme in Pakistan’s political history, as detailed by Khan, is the persistent interference of the
military in civilian governance. Major Military Coups Covered: - 1958: First coup led by General Ayub Khan -
1977: General Zia-ul-Haq’s takeover - 1999: General Pervez Musharraf’s coup Impact on Constitutional
Development: - Suspension and abrogation of constitutions - Imposition of martial law - Amendments that
curtailed democratic institutions Khan discusses how military interventions often led to constitutional crises,
constitutional suspensions, and the erosion of parliamentary norms. He critically assesses the legitimacy and
legality of these actions, emphasizing that they have left indelible marks on Pakistan’s constitutional fabric.

Judiciary and Constitutional Interpretation

A pivotal aspect of Khan'’s analysis is the role of the judiciary in Pakistan’s constitutional history. He explores
how courts have acted as both guardians and challengers of constitutional principles. Key Judicial
Interventions: - The 1954 case of Balochistan’s autonomy - The Asma Jilani case (1972): Judicial validation
of the Army’s intervention - The Benazir Bhutto cases (1990s): Judicial activism and political influence Khan
argues that judicial activism has been a double-edged sword—supporting democratic principles at times, but
also legitimizing unconstitutional actions when courts have validated military coups or executive overreach.
He emphasizes the importance of judicial independence and stresses the need for a robust judiciary to
uphold constitutional supremacy.
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Political Movements and Democratic Consolidation

Khan provides a detailed account of the various political movements and leadership struggles that have
influenced Pakistan’s democratic trajectory. Notable Movements and Figures: - The Pakistan Movement led
by Muhammad Ali Jinnah - The Awami League and the independence movement of East Pakistan - The rise
of political parties such as PPP and PML - Democratic eras under leaders like Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Benazir
Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif He analyzes how political parties and leaders navigated constitutional challenges,
often resorting to populism, authoritarianism, or legal manipulations to sustain power. Challenges to
Democratic Consolidation: - Political corruption and nepotism - Military influence - Judicial overreach - Ethnic
and regional divisions Khan advocates for the strengthening of democratic institutions and adherence to
constitutional norms to ensure sustainable political stability.

Islamic Constitutionalism and Secularism

An essential aspect of Pakistan’s constitutional history, as explored by Khan, is the tension between Islamic
principles and secular governance. Key Developments: - The declaration of Pakistan as an Islamic state in
1973 - The introduction of Islamic laws under Zia-ul-Haq’s regime - The role of the Council of Islamic
Ideology Khan critically examines whether Pakistan has truly embraced Islamic constitutionalism or if it has
relied on selective Islamic provisions to legitimize state policies. He argues that balancing Islamic identity
with democratic principles remains a complex challenge.

Recent Developments and Contemporary Challenges

In the concluding sections, Khan discusses recent constitutional and political developments, including: - The
18th Amendment (2010): Devolution of powers and strengthening provincial autonomy - The role of the
judiciary in recent political crises - The ongoing struggle for civilian supremacy over the military - Challenges
posed by terrorism, economic instability, and regional tensions He underscores that Pakistan’s constitutional
future hinges on the resilience of its democratic institutions and the rule of law.

Critical Assessment and Final Thoughts

Hamid Khan’s Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan is a meticulously researched, insightful, and
comprehensive analysis of Pakistan’s constitutional evolution. His balanced approach—acknowledging both
achievements and failures—provides readers with a nuanced understanding of how constitutional principles
have been tested and shaped by political realities. Strengths of the Book: - Deep legal and historical analysis
- Critical approach to military interventions - Emphasis on judiciary’s role - Clear contextualization of political
movements Areas for Further Exploration: - More detailed analysis of regional and ethnic influences -
Greater emphasis on comparative constitutional law Khan’s work remains an essential resource for anyone
seeking to understand Pakistan’s constitutional struggles and the quest for democratic stability. In



conclusion, Constitutional and Political History of Pakistan by Hamid Khan offers an authoritative, detailed,
and insightful narrative that captures the complexities of Pakistan’s constitutional development. It stands as

a vital reference for scholars, policymakers, and students committed to understanding the constitutional

foundations and political dynamics shaping Pakistan’s future.

Questions & Answers About constitutional and political history of

pakistan by hamid khan

No Question

Answer

1 What is the significance of Hamid
Khan's work in understanding
Pakistan's constitutional history?

Hamid Khan's work provides a comprehensive analysis of
Pakistan's constitutional development, highlighting key legal
and political milestones that have shaped the nation's
governance and legal framework.

2 How does Hamid Khan describe
the evolution of Pakistan's
constitutional law?

Hamid Khan traces Pakistan's constitutional evolution from the
initial independence movement through various military coups
and constitutional amendments, emphasizing the challenges
and transitions in establishing democratic governance.

3 | What role does Hamid Khan
attribute to judiciary in Pakistan's
political history?

Hamid Khan emphasizes the judiciary's pivotal role in
safeguarding constitutionalism, resolving political crises, and
occasionally intervening in political matters, thus shaping
Pakistan's political landscape.

4 | According to Hamid Khan, what are
the major challenges faced by
Pakistan's constitutional
framework?

Hamid Khan identifies military interventions, political instability,
constitutional amendments, and the lack of strong democratic
institutions as primary challenges to Pakistan's constitutional
stability.

5 | How does Hamid Khan analyze the
significance of the 1973
Constitution of Pakistan?

Hamid Khan regards the 1973 Constitution as a milestone that
laid the foundation for parliamentary democracy, constitutional
supremacy, and civil rights, despite subsequent challenges
and amendments.

6 | What insights does Hamid Khan
offer about the political history of
Pakistan post-1970s?

He discusses the shift from civilian to military rule, the impact
of martial law, and the efforts to restore democratic processes,
highlighting the complex interplay between political forces.

7 | In what way does Hamid Khan
address the constitutional crises
Pakistan has faced?

Hamid Khan analyzes key constitutional crises, such as the
dismissal of governments and judicial interventions, illustrating
how these events have tested and shaped Pakistan’s
constitutional resilience.

8 | How does Hamid Khan view the
relationship between law and
politics in Pakistan's history?

He views law and politics as deeply intertwined in Pakistan,
with legal institutions often influencing political outcomes and
vice versa, reflecting the ongoing struggle for constitutional
supremacy.
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9 | What are Hamid Khan's
perspectives on the future of
Pakistan's constitutional and
political development?

Hamid Khan advocates for strengthening democratic
institutions, judicial independence, and adherence to
constitutional principles to ensure political stability and
sustainable development in Pakistan.

Pakistan constitutional history, Pakistani political history, Hamid Khan, Pakistan legal system, constitutional
development Pakistan, political evolution Pakistan, Pakistan judiciary history, constitutional law Pakistan,
political reforms Pakistan, Hamid Khan writings
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