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All That Remains Six Tuning
All That Remains Six Tuning has become a significant topic among metal enthusiasts and musicians who are
passionate about exploring different guitar tunings to achieve unique sounds and sonic textures. The concept of
tuning your guitar to “six tuning” often refers to a specific alternative tuning used by the band All That Remains or
a general method of adjusting the six-string guitar to produce distinctive tones. Whether you're a seasoned
guitarist or a beginner eager to experiment, understanding six tuning can open new creative avenues and elevate
your playing. This article delves into the origins, types, techniques, and tips related to All That Remains six tuning,
providing comprehensive insights for fans and players alike.

Understanding All That Remains and Their Musical Style

Who Are All That Remains?
All That Remains is an American metal band formed in 1998 in Massachusetts. Known for their blend of
metalcore, melodic death metal, and hard rock, the band has gained a reputation for their tight musicianship,
powerful vocals, and dynamic songwriting. Their sound often features heavy riffs, melodic choruses, and a mix of
clean and harsh vocals, appealing to a broad spectrum of metal fans.

Musical Characteristics and Influence
The band’s style incorporates various tuning methods to create their signature sound. Their innovative approach
to guitar tuning allows them to produce heavier, more resonant riffs, and explore different emotional textures
within their music. Understanding their tuning choices offers fans and musicians insight into how they craft their
distinctive sound.

What Is Six Tuning?

Definition of Six Tuning
Six tuning refers to alternative ways of tuning the standard six-string guitar beyond the conventional E-A-D-G-B-e
tuning. It involves adjusting the pitch of each string to produce different tonal qualities, often to facilitate specific
riffs, chord voicings, or stylistic effects.

Common Types of Six Tuning Used by All That Remains
All That Remains has employed various tunings in their recordings and live performances. Some of the most
notable include:

Drop C Tuning (C-G-C-F-A-D)1.
B standard (B-E-A-D-G-B-e)2.
Drop B (B-F-B-E-G-C)3.
Alternate tunings like C standard or D standard4.

While these tunings differ slightly from one another, they all fall under the umbrella of “six tuning,” emphasizing



the importance of tuning adjustments in shaping the band's sound.

Why Use Alternate Tuning in Metal Music?

Enhanced Low End and Heaviness
Tuning down the strings allows guitarists to achieve deeper, heavier sounds that are difficult to produce in
standard tuning. This is particularly useful in metal genres where a thick, powerful low end is desired.

Facilitating Complex Riffs and Chords
Certain tunings make it easier to play complex riffs, chords, and arpeggios that might be awkward or impossible
in standard tuning. For example, drop tunings simplify power chord shapes and facilitate fast, aggressive riffing.

Creating Unique Sonic Textures
Alternate tunings can inspire new melodies and harmonies, giving a song a distinctive mood or atmosphere. This
experimentation can lead to innovative songwriting and a signature sound.

How to Tune Your Guitar to All That Remains Six Tuning

Step-by-Step Tuning Guide
To achieve the specific tuning used by All That Remains, follow these steps:

Identify the desired tuning (e.g., Drop C, Drop B, or another alternate tuning).1.
Use a reliable guitar tuner or tuning app for accuracy.2.
Start with the sixth string (low E or B) and tune it to the target pitch.3.
Proceed sequentially to the fifth, fourth, third, second, and first strings, tuning each accordingly.4.
Double-check each string after tuning all six for consistency.5.

Example: Drop C Tuning
For Drop C (C-G-C-F-A-D):

6th string: Tune down from E to C.1.
5th string: Tune down from A to G.2.
4th string: Tune down from D to C.3.
3rd string: Tune from G to F.4.
2nd string: Tune from B to A.5.
1st string: Tune from e to D.6.

Always ensure each string is accurately tuned before proceeding to the next.

Tips for Playing in Six Tuning
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Adjust Your Playing Technique
Lower tunings often require adjustments in picking and fretting to accommodate the different string tensions and
tonal qualities. Be prepared to modify your attack to maintain clarity and precision.

Use Proper String Gauges
Thicker strings are recommended for lower tunings to prevent string bending issues, maintain tuning stability,
and achieve the desired tone.

Experiment With Effects
Adding effects such as overdrive, distortion, or delay can enhance the sonic characteristics of your tuned guitar.
Experiment with settings to complement the tuning and style you're aiming for.

Popular Songs by All That Remains Featuring Six Tuning

Notable Tracks
Some of the band’s most popular songs that utilize alternate tunings include:

“Two Weeks” – primarily uses Drop C tuning, giving it a heavy, rhythmic backbone.1.
“The Air That I Breathe” – features a tuning that emphasizes melodic clarity and emotional depth.2.
“Six” – from their album The Order of Things, employs specific alternate tuning to create a dark and intense3.
atmosphere.

Learning from Their Techniques
Listening closely to these tracks and analyzing their guitar parts can help aspiring players understand how tuning
influences songwriting and performance.

Maintaining Your Guitar in Six Tuning

Regular Tuning Checks
Lower tunings put extra tension on the guitar neck and strings, so regular tuning checks are essential to prevent
damage and ensure consistent sound quality.

Proper String Care
Use high-quality strings and replace them periodically to maintain optimal tone and tuning stability. Clean your
strings after playing to prolong their lifespan.

Adjusting the Truss and Intonation
For significant tuning changes, consider adjusting your guitar’s truss rod and intonation settings to optimize
playability and sound accuracy.



Conclusion: Embracing Six Tuning for Creative Freedom
All That Remains’ use of six tuning exemplifies how alternative tunings can expand a guitarist’s expressive palette.
Whether you're aiming for a heavier sound, more accessible chord shapes, or a distinctive sonic identity, exploring
different tunings like those employed by All That Remains can inspire new musical ideas. Remember to approach
tuning adjustments thoughtfully, experiment with various tunings, and incorporate them into your playing to
unlock their full potential. With patience and practice, mastering all that remains six tuning can become a
valuable skill that enhances your musical journey and helps you craft your own signature sound. Meta Description:
Discover everything about All That Remains six tuning, including the different types, how to tune your guitar, tips
for playing, and how it shapes their signature sound. Perfect for metal guitarists seeking to expand their tonal
horizons.

All That Remains Six Tuning: An In-Depth Exploration of a Metalcore Milestone In the realm of heavy music, few
bands have managed to carve out a distinct identity while maintaining a relentless commitment to technical
proficiency and emotional intensity. All That Remains Six Tuning stands as a prime example of this balancing act,
blending aggressive riffs with melodic sensibilities, all underpinned by a unique guitar tuning approach that has
become a signature of their sound. This article delves into the intricacies of their six-string tuning, examining its
impact on their musical style, technical execution, songwriting process, and the broader metalcore genre.

Understanding All That Remains and Their Musical
Evolution

Origins and Musical Style
Formed in 1998 in Springfield, Massachusetts, All That Remains initially gained recognition within the metalcore
scene for their aggressive riffs, breakdowns, and melodic choruses. Over the years, their sound has evolved from
pure metalcore towards a more diverse palette, incorporating elements of melodic death metal, hard rock, and
even alternative metal. Key albums like The Fall of Ideals (2006) and Overcome (2008) cemented their reputation,
showcasing a blend of technical proficiency and emotional lyricism.

Evolution and Experimentation
As their career progressed, the band experimented with different tunings, song structures, and production
techniques. This evolution was partly driven by a desire to explore new sonic territories and partly by the
technical demands of their songwriting. A crucial aspect of this experimentation has been their approach to guitar
tuning, which has allowed them to craft their distinctive sound.

The Significance of Tuning in Metal Music

Basic Concepts of Guitar Tuning
Guitar tuning refers to the specific pitches assigned to each string, which in turn influence the overall sound,
chord voicings, and ease of play. Standard tuning (E-A-D-G-B-E) is the most common, but metal bands often
employ alternate tunings—drop tunings, open tunings, or custom configurations—to achieve heavier sounds or
facilitate certain riffs.
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Impact of Tuning on Metal Sound
Altered tunings can: - Decrease string tension, allowing for lower, heavier riffs - Enable easier access to certain
chord shapes and power chords - Contribute to a darker, more resonant tone - Influence songwriting and riff
construction For bands like All That Remains, tuning choices are integral to their sonic identity, shaping both their
musical style and technical approach.

All That Remains Six Tuning: The Technical Details

What Is Six Tuning?
The term Six Tuning in the context of All That Remains generally refers to their use of specific alternate guitar
tunings across their six-string guitars, optimized for their heavy yet melodic sound. While the band has employed
various tunings over the years, certain configurations have become particularly associated with their signature
tone.

Common Tunings Used by All That Remains
Based on live performances, interviews, and gear analysis, the band has frequently used the following tunings: -
Drop C (C-G-C-F-A-D): One of their most iconic tunings, providing a heavy, low-end foundation for many riffs. -
Drop B (B-F-B-E-G-C): Even lower, used for especially aggressive, sludge-like passages. - Drop D (D-A-D-G-B-E):
Occasionally employed for more melodic or accessible sections. It's important to note that while these are
common, the band has also experimented with other tunings for specific songs or albums, including custom
tunings that best suit their songwriting needs.

Technical Advantages of Their Tunings
Using drop tunings, especially Drop C and Drop B, allows All That Remains to: - Play extended power chords with
one finger, facilitating rapid riffing - Achieve a sonically heavier and darker tone - Easily incorporate dissonant or
chromatic elements - Facilitate the use of certain scales and modes that fit their melodic yet aggressive style

How Tuning Shapes Their Sound and Songwriting

Creating Heavy, Melodic Riffs
The lowered tunings give their guitar riffs a thick, resonant quality that is instantly recognizable. The tension and
resonance created by these tunings allow for riffs that are both heavy and melodic, often combining chugging
breakdowns with soaring lead lines.

Facilitating Melodic and Harmonic Elements
Despite their heavy foundation, All That Remains incorporates melody-driven sections, harmonized guitar lines,
and clean interludes. The tuning choices enable them to easily switch between heavy riffs and melodic passages,
providing a dynamic contrast that keeps their music engaging.



Influence on Song Structure
The tuning flexibility contributes to their songwriting process by allowing them to craft riffs that are both
accessible and complex. It also enables rapid transitions between different moods, from aggressive to
introspective, within a single song.

Technical Execution: Challenges and Benefits

String Tension and Playability
Lower tunings reduce string tension, which can make bending and vibrato more challenging. Guitarists must
adjust their technique accordingly, often using heavier gauge strings or adjusting action to maintain playability
and tone.

Amplification and Effects
Lower tunings often require different amplification settings to preserve clarity and avoid muddiness. The band
utilizes high-gain amps, EQ adjustments, and effects to enhance the clarity of their low tunings, ensuring each
note rings out with definition.

String Choice and Setup
Heavy gauge strings (often .11 or higher) are typically used to maintain tension and tuning stability. Proper setup,
including neck relief and intonation adjustments, is crucial to prevent fret buzz and sustain optimal sound quality.

Impact of Six Tuning on Live Performances and Recording

Performance Considerations
Playing in lower tunings requires careful guitar setup and practice. The band’s live rigs are often tailored to
handle the demands of their tunings, ensuring consistent tone and tuning stability during performances.

Recording Techniques
In the studio, All That Remains employs specific recording techniques to capture the depth and heaviness of their
tuned guitars. This includes: - Using high-quality microphones and DI signals - Applying EQ and compression
tailored to low-end frequencies - Layering multiple guitar tracks to create a full, thick sound

Effects and Post-Processing
Effects such as overdrive, distortion, and reverb complement their tunings, accentuating the metallic and melodic
qualities of their riffs.
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Broader Influence and Genre Significance

Impact on Metal and Metalcore
All That Remains’ adoption of specific six-string tunings has influenced countless bands within the metalcore and
melodic death metal scenes. Their successful integration of heavy, tunings-driven riffs with melodic sensibilities
has set a standard for genre blending.

Innovation and Experimentation
Their willingness to experiment with tunings and incorporate them into diverse songwriting approaches
exemplifies a broader trend in metal—pushing sonic boundaries through technical innovation.

Educational Value
Guitarists aiming to emulate their sound often study their tuning choices, techniques, and gear setups, making All
That Remains a reference point for aspiring musicians seeking heavy, melodic guitar tones.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Six Tuning in All That Remains
All That Remains Six Tuning is more than just a technical detail; it is a fundamental aspect of their musical
identity. By leveraging lower, custom tunings, the band crafts a signature sound that combines crushing heaviness
with melodic accessibility. Their strategic use of tunings influences their songwriting, performance, and
production, contributing to their enduring presence in the metal scene. As heavy music continues to evolve, the
importance of tuning choices remains central to sonic innovation. All That Remains exemplifies how thoughtful
tuning selection can define a band’s sound, inspire new genres, and influence generations of guitarists. Their
mastery over six-string tuning is a testament to the power of technical precision combined with creative
artistry—a defining feature of their legacy in modern metal.

Questions & Answers About all that remains six tuning

No Question Answer

1 What is 'All That Remains Six Tuning'
in the context of music?

'All That Remains Six Tuning' refers to a specific guitar tuning
used by the band All That Remains, where the guitar is tuned
down to a six-string open tuning, often to achieve a heavier sound
or facilitate certain riffs.

2 How does 'Six Tuning' differ from
standard guitar tuning?

Six Tuning typically involves tuning all six strings to a lower pitch
than standard tuning, such as drop tunings like Drop C or Drop B,
resulting in a heavier, deeper sound compared to the standard
EADGBE tuning.

3 Which songs by All That Remains are
played using Six Tuning?

Songs like 'Two Weeks,' 'Stand Up,' and 'The Air That I Breathe'
are known to be performed in Six Tuning, giving them their
signature heavy and aggressive sound.

4 Why do bands like All That Remains
prefer Six Tuning?

Bands favor Six Tuning for its ability to produce heavier tones,
facilitate certain riffing styles, and add a darker, more aggressive
edge to their music, especially in metal and hard rock genres.



5 Can beginners learn to play in Six
Tuning easily?

While beginners can learn to play in Six Tuning, it may require
some adjustment since the lower tuning can affect string tension
and finger positioning, but with practice, it becomes manageable.

6 What equipment is recommended for
playing in Six Tuning?

A guitar with heavier gauge strings is recommended to handle the
lower tension, along with possibly a longer scale length and a
good set of pickups to capture the heavier sound.

7 Does using Six Tuning affect guitar
maintenance or setup?

Yes, tuning down to Six Tuning can affect string tension and
intonation, so regular setup and possibly different string gauges
are recommended to maintain optimal playability.

8 Are there any famous guitarists
known for using Six Tuning?

Yes, guitarists like Phil Labonte of All That Remains and other
metal players often use Six Tuning to achieve their signature
heavy sound.

9 How can I learn to tune my guitar to
Six Tuning like All That Remains?

You can learn by using a tuner to tune each string down to the
desired pitch (e.g., Drop C or B), and then practice playing songs
in that tuning, referencing tutorials or tabs specific to Six Tuning.

All That Remains, Six Tuning, guitar tuning, alternate tuning, drop tuning, metal guitar, heavy metal, guitar
techniques, six-string tuning, guitar setup
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