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Green Grass Running Water Thomas
King

green grass running water thomas king is a seminal work in Canadian literature,
authored by the renowned Indigenous writer Thomas King. This novel, published in 1993,
offers a compelling narrative that intertwines Indigenous mythology, contemporary issues,
and sharp social commentary. As one of the most influential works in Native American and
Indigenous Canadian literature, it has garnered critical acclaim for its innovative
storytelling, wit, and profound exploration of identity, history, and cultural survival. In this
article, we delve into the themes, characters, significance, and impact of "Green Grass,
Running Water" by Thomas King, providing a comprehensive overview suitable for both
casual readers and literary scholars.

Overview of "Green Grass, Running Water" by Thomas
King

Introduction to the Novel

"Green Grass, Running Water" is a satirical and mythic novel that challenges conventional
narratives surrounding Indigenous peoples in North America. Thomas King weaves
together Native legends, biblical stories, and contemporary life to create a tapestry rich
with symbolism and social critique. The novel features a cast of characters who navigate
issues of cultural identity, colonialism, and modernity, all while engaging with traditional
storytelling techniques.

Publication and Reception

Published in 1993, "Green Grass, Running Water" quickly became a critical success,
praised for its originality and depth. It received numerous awards, including the National
Book Critics Circle Award for Fiction, and remains a staple in discussions of Indigenous
literature. Its innovative narrative structure and thematic richness have influenced
countless writers and continue to resonate with readers worldwide.

Key Themes in "Green Grass, Running Water"

Thomas King's novel explores a multitude of interconnected themes. Here are some of the
most prominent:



1. Indigenous Identity and Cultural Survival

The novel examines how Indigenous peoples maintain their cultural identities amidst
colonization and modern assimilation pressures. It emphasizes storytelling as a means of
cultural preservation and resistance.

2. Mythology and Storytelling

King integrates traditional Indigenous myths with Western biblical stories, highlighting the
importance of storytelling as a way of understanding the world and asserting cultural
sovereignty.

3. Colonialism and Its Legacy

The narrative critiques colonial history, addressing issues such as land dispossession,
systemic oppression, and the ongoing struggle for Indigenous rights.

4. Modern Life and Traditional Values

The book juxtaposes contemporary life with traditional stories, illustrating the tension and
harmony between modernity and cultural heritage.

5. Humor and Satire

King employs humor and satire to critique societal norms, challenge stereotypes, and
engage readers in complex discussions about race, identity, and history.

Main Characters in "Green Grass, Running Water"

Understanding the key characters is essential to grasping the novel's layered narrative:

1. Charlie (Charlie Looking Bear)

- A young Indigenous man grappling with issues of identity and purpose. - Represents the
modern Indigenous experience, caught between tradition and change.

2. Lionel (Lionel Standing Alone)

- An elder who shares stories and wisdom. - Embodies the connection to tradition and
cultural memory.
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3. Coyote

- A trickster figure from Indigenous mythology. - Acts as a catalyst for storytelling and
challenges societal norms.

4. The Two Old Men

- Mythic characters representing wisdom and the passage of time. - Serve as narrators and
commentators within the story.

5. The Women Characters

- Include characters like Sadie and Marie, who highlight gender roles and relationships
within Indigenous communities.

Significance of "Green Grass, Running Water"

Literary Innovation

Thomas King’s novel is celebrated for its unique blend of genres, narrative styles, and
storytelling techniques. It combines realism with mythic elements, creating a hybrid form
that challenges traditional Western literature conventions.

Representation of Indigenous Voices

The book amplifies Indigenous perspectives, giving voice to stories and experiences often
marginalized or misrepresented in mainstream literature.

Influence on Indigenous Literature

"Green Grass, Running Water" has inspired a new generation of Indigenous writers and
scholars, fostering a broader appreciation for Indigenous storytelling traditions and
contemporary issues.

Educational Impact

The novel is widely studied in academic settings, especially within courses on Indigenous
literature, postcolonial studies, and Canadian studies.

Themes and Symbols in "Green Grass, Running Water"



Myth and Reality

King blurs the lines between myth and reality, illustrating how stories shape perceptions
and identities.

Water and Land

Water symbolizes life, renewal, and the connection to land—central themes in Indigenous
spirituality and sovereignty.

Animals and Tricksters

Animals, especially Coyote, serve as tricksters and carriers of wisdom, embodying the
complex relationship between humans and nature.

Storytelling as Resistance

Throughout the novel, storytelling emerges as a form of resistance against cultural erasure
and colonial dominance.

Impact and Legacy of Thomas King's "Green Grass,
Running Water"

Recognition and Awards

The novel’s critical acclaim includes awards such as: - National Book Critics Circle Award
for Fiction - Governor General’s Award nomination - Various Indigenous literary awards

Cultural Influence

King's work has influenced Indigenous activism, education, and cultural revival efforts by
emphasizing the importance of storytelling and cultural pride.

Continued Relevance

In an era where Indigenous issues are increasingly prominent, "Green Grass, Running
Water" remains a vital text for understanding the complexities of Indigenous identity,
history, and resilience.
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Why Read "Green Grass, Running Water"?

Key reasons to explore Thomas King's novel include: - Gaining insight into Indigenous
perspectives and stories - Appreciating innovative narrative techniques - Engaging with
social and political critique through humor and myth - Understanding the importance of
storytelling in cultural survival - Exploring themes of identity, colonization, and resistance

Conclusion

"Green Grass, Running Water" by Thomas King stands as a landmark in Indigenous and
Canadian literature. Its masterful blend of myth, humor, and social critique offers a
profound exploration of Indigenous identity and resilience. By weaving traditional stories
with contemporary life, King challenges readers to reconsider their perspectives on history,
culture, and storytelling itself. This novel not only enriches literary discourse but also
serves as a powerful reminder of the enduring strength of Indigenous narratives. Whether
you are a student, scholar, or casual reader, engaging with "Green Grass, Running Water"
provides valuable insights into Indigenous worldview and the ongoing journey toward
cultural sovereignty. Its significance continues to grow, cementing Thomas King's legacy as
one of the most influential voices in North American literature. Meta Description: Discover
the profound themes, characters, and significance of Thomas King's "Green Grass, Running
Water." Explore its impact on Indigenous literature, storytelling, and cultural identity in
this comprehensive guide.

Green Grass, Running Water by Thomas King: A Profound Exploration of Indigenous
Identity and Cultural Narrative Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water stands as a
landmark in contemporary Indigenous literature, blending humor, myth, history, and social
critique to craft a compelling narrative that challenges perceptions of Native identity and
history. Published in 1993, this novel has garnered critical acclaim for its innovative
storytelling and its ability to illuminate complex Indigenous experiences within a broader
Canadian and American context.

Overview of Green Grass, Running Water

Green Grass, Running Water is a multi-layered novel that defies simple categorization. It
intertwines multiple storylines—mythological, historical, and contemporary—creating a
rich tapestry that explores themes of identity, storytelling, colonization, and resilience. -
Genre and Style: The novel is often classified as postmodern fiction, notable for its playful
narrative, metafictional techniques, and incorporation of Indigenous oral storytelling
traditions. King employs humor, satire, and irony as tools to question dominant narratives
and highlight Indigenous perspectives. - Narrative Structure: The book oscillates between



different voices and storylines: - Mythological tales involving characters like Coyote, Raven,
and other tricksters. - The lives of contemporary Indigenous characters living in a fictional
town called "Lost Dog." - Interludes that reference historical and cultural events. - Themes:
Central themes include: - The resilience of Indigenous cultures - The importance of
storytelling and myth - The impact of colonization - The search for identity amidst cultural
dislocation - The critique of Western narratives and stereotypes

Deep Dive into Major Themes

Indigenous Identity and Cultural Resilience

One of the core concerns of Green Grass, Running Water is the exploration of Indigenous
identity in the face of colonization and cultural suppression. - Cultural Survival: King
emphasizes that Indigenous identity is rooted in storytelling, tradition, and community. The
novel portrays characters who struggle with their sense of self but find strength through
cultural connections. - Characters as Symbols: - Coyote and Raven represent trickster
figures common in Indigenous mythologies, embodying both chaos and wisdom. -
Characters like Charlie and Lionel symbolize the modern Indigenous person navigating
between traditional values and contemporary society. - Reclaiming Narrative: The novel
advocates for Indigenous storytelling as a means of reclaiming history and asserting
cultural sovereignty. By integrating myth and oral traditions into the narrative, King
demonstrates that Indigenous stories are vital sources of knowledge and identity.

Mythology and Oral Tradition

King masterfully weaves myth into his narrative, blurring the lines between myth and
reality. - Role of Trickster Figures: Tricksters like Coyote and Raven serve as catalysts for
change and reflection. Their stories challenge authority, expose hypocrisy, and reveal
deeper truths. - Myth as a Framework: The novel suggests that myths are not merely
stories of the past but active, living parts of Indigenous culture that inform present-day
identities. - Interplay of Myth and Modern Life: The characters’ lives echo mythological
themes, illustrating that traditional stories continue to shape Indigenous experiences today.

Colonization and Historical Trauma

King critically examines the legacy of colonization and its ongoing effects. - Representation
of Colonial History: The novel critiques the ways colonial narratives have marginalized
Indigenous histories, often portraying Indigenous peoples as "vanishing" or "uncivilized." -
Impact on Characters: Many characters grapple with trauma, loss, and dislocation,
reflecting the real-life struggles of Indigenous communities. - Reparative Narratives: By
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centering Indigenous voices and stories, King offers a corrective to dominant histories,
emphasizing resilience and cultural revival.

Humor, Irony, and Satire

King’s use of humor and satire is a defining feature of the novel. - Humor as Resistance:
The playful tone undermines stereotypes and exposes societal hypocrisies, making difficult
topics more accessible. - Satirical Elements: The novel satirizes Western notions of
progress, civilization, and history, often highlighting their contradictions. - Irony: Irony is
employed to show the dissonance between Indigenous realities and mainstream
perceptions, prompting critical reflection.

Character Analysis

A detailed examination of key characters reveals the novel’s layered storytelling.

Charlie

- A former actor who embodies the tension between Indigenous identity and Western
cultural influences. - His journey reflects a search for authenticity and purpose.

Lionel

- A young Indigenous man dealing with issues of addiction, dislocation, and cultural
disconnection. - Represents the struggles of contemporary Indigenous youth.

Raven and Coyote

- Mythical tricksters who serve as narrative devices and symbolic figures. - Their stories
and actions highlight the importance of wit, humor, and moral ambiguity.

The Narrator

- An omniscient voice that often comments on the story, breaking the fourth wall. -
Embodies the metafictional aspect of the novel, emphasizing storytelling as a communal
act.

Stylistic and Literary Techniques

King’s innovative style is a significant aspect of the novel's impact. - Metafiction: The novel
frequently draws attention to its own storytelling process, encouraging readers to question
the nature of narrative and truth. - Intertextuality: References to other texts, myths, and



historical documents enrich the narrative, creating a layered reading experience. -
Language Play: Wordplay, puns, and code-switching reflect the hybridity of Indigenous and
Western cultures. - Nonlinear Narrative: The story’s structure defies chronological order,
mirroring Indigenous oral traditions and emphasizing the interconnectedness of stories.

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance

Green Grass, Running Water has been widely praised for its artistic innovation and cultural
importance. - Awards and Recognition: The novel has received numerous accolades,
including the Governor General’s Award for Fiction in Canada. - Influence on Indigenous
Literature: It is considered a foundational work that has inspired subsequent Indigenous
writers and scholars. - Academic Analysis: Scholars highlight its postmodern techniques,
mythic structures, and political commentary. - Cultural Impact: The novel has contributed
to broader conversations about Indigenous sovereignty, storytelling, and decolonization.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Today, Green Grass, Running Water remains a vital text for understanding Indigenous
identity and storytelling. - Educational Use: It is included in curricula addressing
Indigenous literature, postcolonial studies, and Canadian literature. - Cultural
Conversations: The novel continues to inspire discussions about cultural resilience,
representation, and the power of stories. - Adaptations and References: While primarily a
literary work, its themes and characters have influenced plays, academic discourse, and
cultural initiatives.

Conclusion: Why Green Grass, Running Water Matters

Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water is more than just a novel; it is a cultural
artifact that challenges, educates, and celebrates Indigenous storytelling traditions.
Through its innovative narrative, rich symbolism, and incisive critique, it invites readers to
reconsider notions of history, identity, and resilience. Its humor and mythic elements serve
not only to entertain but also to empower Indigenous voices and perspectives in a world
where stories are vital tools for survival and sovereignty. In essence, Green Grass, Running
Water exemplifies the enduring strength of Indigenous stories and the importance of
listening to and valuing diverse narratives. It is a must-read for anyone interested in
contemporary literature, Indigenous studies, and the transformative power of storytelling.
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Questions & Answers About green grass running water
thomas king

N
o

Question Answer

1 Who is Thomas King and what
is his significance in
literature?

Thomas King is a renowned author, educator, and
activist of Cherokee and Greek descent known for his
contributions to Indigenous literature, exploring
themes of identity, history, and culture.

2 What is the main theme of
'Green Grass, Running Water'
by Thomas King?

'Green Grass, Running Water' explores themes of
storytelling, colonialism, Indigenous identity, and the
power of myth and narrative in shaping cultural
understanding.

3 How does Thomas King
incorporate Indigenous
mythology in 'Green Grass,
Running Water'?

King weaves Indigenous myths and oral storytelling
traditions into the novel, blending them with
contemporary narratives to highlight cultural
resilience and the importance of storytelling.

4 What is the significance of the
title 'Green Grass, Running
Water'?

The title symbolizes the natural world and
Indigenous connection to land, emphasizing themes
of environmental respect, cultural continuity, and the
flow of life and stories.

5 In what ways does Thomas
King critique colonialism in
'Green Grass, Running
Water'?

King critiques colonialism by depicting its impacts on
Indigenous communities, highlighting historical
injustices, and emphasizing the importance of
reclaiming Indigenous stories and sovereignty.

6 What awards has Thomas
King received for his work,
including 'Green Grass,
Running Water'?

Thomas King has received numerous awards such as
the Governor General's Award, the RBC Taylor Prize,
and the National Magazine Award, recognizing his
impact on literature and Indigenous storytelling.

7 How has 'Green Grass,
Running Water' influenced
contemporary Indigenous
literature?

'Green Grass, Running Water' is considered a
seminal work that has inspired many Indigenous
writers to incorporate humor, myth, and storytelling
into their narratives, shaping modern Indigenous
literature.

8 Are there any adaptations or
related works inspired by
'Green Grass, Running
Water'?

While there are no direct adaptations, the novel has
inspired academic discussions, literary critiques, and
has influenced other works that explore Indigenous
themes and storytelling.

9 What role does humor play in
Thomas King's 'Green Grass,
Running Water'?

Humor is a central device in the novel, used to
challenge stereotypes, provide social critique, and
make complex themes more accessible and
engaging.



10 Where can I learn more about
Thomas King's contributions
to Indigenous literature?

You can explore his books, interviews, academic
articles, and attend literary festivals or university
courses focused on Indigenous literature and
storytelling.

Indigenous literature, Canadian authors, Native storytelling, Cultural identity,
Environmental themes, Contemporary fiction, Indigenous history, Water symbolism, Native
narratives, Thomas King books
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