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Piano Sheet Music: The Easy Hymn Fake Book – 100 Songs in the Key Introduction

Piano Sheet Music: The Easy Hymn Fake Book – 100 Songs in the Key When it comes to exploring the
rich tapestry of hymn music through the lens of piano playing, the Easy Hymn Fake Book – 100 Songs
in the Key stands out as an invaluable resource. Whether you're a beginner, a church musician, or a
seasoned pianist looking for a convenient collection of beloved hymns, this sheet music compilation
offers a comprehensive and accessible approach to hymnody. In this detailed review, we will dissect
the various aspects of this fake book, exploring its content, usability, musical arrangements, and
overall value for different types of musicians.

Overview of the Easy Hymn Fake Book

The Easy Hymn Fake Book is designed with accessibility in mind, aiming to provide simplified
arrangements of 100 classic and contemporary hymns. Its core purpose is to serve as a versatile
resource that allows pianists of varying skill levels to enjoy playing and accompanying hymns without
the complexities often associated with traditional hymn arrangements. Key features include: - A
collection of 100 hymns spanning various denominations and eras. - Easy-to-read, simplified
arrangements suitable for beginners and intermediate players. - All songs are presented in the key
signatures that are most common within hymnody, facilitating easier transposition and
accompaniment. - The book is formatted as a "fake book," meaning it provides melody lines and chord
symbols rather than fully notated arrangements, giving players flexibility.

Content Breakdown and Song Selection

Range of Hymns Included
One of the most notable strengths of this fake book is its broad selection of hymns. The collection
typically encompasses: - Traditional hymns: Classic pieces like "Amazing Grace," "How Great Thou
Art," and "Holy, Holy, Holy." - Contemporary Christian songs: Modern favorites that have become
standards, such as "In Christ Alone" and "Because He Lives." - Seasonal hymns: Songs appropriate for
specific liturgical seasons, like Christmas carols and Easter hymns. - Folk and gospel influences:
Pieces that add a rhythmic, soulful dimension to the collection. This diversity ensures that the book
can be used year-round, for different occasions, and across various denominational contexts.

Selection Criteria
The editors of the fake book have prioritized: - Popularity and familiarity among congregations. - Ease
of adaptation for accompaniment, especially for pianists with limited technical skills. - A balanced mix
of traditional and modern hymns to appeal to a broad audience. - Songs that are versatile enough to
be used in various settings, from church services to personal devotional times.



Musical Arrangements and Arranging Style

Simplified, Yet Respectful
The core appeal of the Easy Hymn Fake Book lies in its arrangements. They are designed to be
approachable: - Melody Line: Usually presented as a clear, prominent melody that can be played with
the right hand, making it easy for beginners to follow. - Chord Symbols: Placed above the staff, these
provide harmonic guidance and encourage improvisation or accompaniment playing. - Left-Hand
Accompaniment: Often simplified to basic chords or rhythmic patterns, enabling pianists to support
the melody without complex voicings. - Range Limitations: The arrangements generally stay within an
octave and avoid difficult intervals, facilitating easier sight-reading. This approach allows players to
focus on musicality and expression without being hindered by technical challenges.

Flexibility and Personalization
Since arrangements are not fully notated, musicians are encouraged to: - Add their own
embellishments or harmonies. - Transpose songs into different keys to suit vocal ranges or personal
preference. - Experiment with different voicings and rhythms, fostering creativity. This open-ended
approach makes the fake book not just a collection of sheets but a teaching and improvisational tool.

Ease of Use and Accessibility

Design and Layout
The physical and visual layout of the fake book contributes significantly to its usability: - Clear, large
print for easy reading. - Well-organized song list, often alphabetically or thematically. - Concise
notation with minimal clutter, so players can quickly locate and interpret the music. - Songs are
typically arranged on single pages or within two-page spreads, reducing page-turning disruptions.

Learning Curve
For beginners or those new to hymns, this fake book provides: - A gentle introduction to hymn singing
and accompaniment. - Opportunities to develop sight-reading skills. - A foundation for improvisation
and personalized interpretation. Intermediate players benefit from the arrangements' balance of
simplicity and musicality, enabling them to add their own flair.

Practical Applications and Use Cases

Church and Worship Settings
This fake book is especially popular among church musicians and choir directors for several reasons: -
Versatility: Suitable for accompanying congregational singing, solos, or choir rehearsals. - Portability:
Compact and lightweight, making it easy to transport to different venues. - Quick Reference: Ideal for
spontaneous singing or when a quick accompaniment is needed without extensive rehearsal.
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Personal Practice and Devotion
For individual pianists, the collection offers: - A chance to deepen familiarity with hymn tunes. - An
easy way to incorporate hymn singing into personal worship. - A resource for improvising or creating
arrangements tailored to personal style.

Educational Settings
Music educators can utilize this fake book to: - Introduce students to hymnody and spiritual music. -
Develop sight-reading skills. - Encourage improvisation and harmonic exploration.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths
- User-friendly for beginners and intermediate players. - Wide variety of hymns covering different
themes and seasons. - Flexible arrangements that promote creativity. - Cost-effective compared to full
arrangements or hymnals with complete notation. - Portable and easy to carry around.

Limitations - The arrangements lack full notation, which may be
a drawback for advanced pianists seeking detailed scores. -
Variability in arrangement quality, depending on the publisher
or edition. - Not suitable for detailed orchestration or complex
accompaniment styles. - Some users may prefer more traditional
or elaborate arrangements for performance purposes.

Recommendations for Best Use

To maximize the benefits of the Easy Hymn Fake Book, consider
these tips: - Use it as a starting point for improvisation and
personal arrangement. - Transpose songs into keys that suit
your vocal or instrumental ranges. - Practice accompanying with
simplified chord patterns to build confidence. - Combine with
recordings or hymnals for a richer musical experience. - Explore
adding embellishments or harmonies to enhance the
arrangement.

Conclusion: Is It Worth Picking Up?



In sum, the Easy Hymn Fake Book – 100 Songs in the Key is an
essential resource for anyone interested in hymnody, from
novice pianists to seasoned church musicians. Its thoughtfully
curated selection, accessible arrangements, and practical
design make it an invaluable tool for accompaniment, practice,
and personal devotion. While it may not satisfy those seeking
elaborate, fully notated arrangements or classical-level scores,
it excels in providing a broad, flexible, and approachable
collection of hymns that can be adapted and personalized. Its
affordability and portability further enhance its appeal, making
it a highly recommended addition to any musician’s toolkit.
Whether you’re preparing for a Sunday service, leading a hymn
sing, or simply enjoying hymn music at home, the Easy Hymn
Fake Book offers a treasure trove of musical inspiration — all in
an easy-to-use format that encourages learning, creativity, and
spiritual expression.

Questions & Answers About piano sheet music the easy
hymn fake book 100 songs in the key

No Question Answer

1 What is 'The Easy Hymn Fake
Book' and what does it include?

'The Easy Hymn Fake Book' is a collection of 100 popular
hymns arranged for easy piano, providing simplified sheet
music suitable for beginners and intermediate players,
with a focus on familiar Christian hymns and gospel songs.

2 Is this fake book suitable for
beginner pianists?

Yes, it is designed specifically for beginners and
intermediate players, featuring simplified arrangements
that are accessible for those learning the piano.

3 In what keys are the songs in
'The Easy Hymn Fake Book'
typically arranged?

Most of the songs are arranged in common keys suitable
for easy playing, often in the key of C, F, G, or other simple
keys to facilitate straightforward playing.

4 Can I find popular hymns like
'Amazing Grace' and 'How Great
Thou Art' in this book?

Yes, the book includes many well-known hymns such as
'Amazing Grace,' 'How Great Thou Art,' and other timeless
favorites.

5 Does the fake book include chord
symbols and lyrics?

Yes, each hymn typically includes lyrics and chord symbols
to assist with accompaniment and singing along.

6 Is this fake book suitable for
church worship or personal
practice?

Absolutely, it is ideal for church worship services, choir
practice, or personal devotional playing.
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7 Are the sheet music
arrangements in 'The Easy Hymn
Fake Book' transposable?

The arrangements are simplified and usually in fixed keys;
transposing may require some musical knowledge, but the
book is designed for easy play in its given keys.

8 Will I find both traditional and
contemporary hymns in this
collection?

The collection primarily features traditional hymns, but
some contemporary gospel songs may also be included,
offering a mix of classic and modern religious music.

9 Is the 'Fake Book' format helpful
for improvisation or creating
arrangements?

Yes, fake books are designed to provide chord symbols and
simplified melodies, making them useful tools for
improvisation, creating arrangements, or accompanying
singers.

10 Where can I purchase or find
'The Easy Hymn Fake Book'?

You can purchase it at music stores, online retailers like
Amazon, or music sheet websites that specialize in hymn
and fake books.

piano sheet music, hymn fake book, easy piano songs, 100 hymns, hymn arrangements, beginner
piano music, church music, religious sheet music, hymnals, piano songbook
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