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New American Bible 1970

new american bible 1970 is a significant milestone in the history of American biblical scholarship and religious
practice. As the first major revision of the American Bible translation in over a century, the 1970 edition of the New
American Bible (NAB) has played a pivotal role in shaping how millions of Catholics and English-speaking Christians
engage with scripture. This translation, known for its balance of scholarly accuracy and readability, remains
influential today, serving as a preferred text in liturgical settings, personal study, and academic contexts. In this
comprehensive article, we explore the origins, features, significance, and ongoing influence of the New American
Bible 1970, offering insights for both scholars and casual readers alike.

Historical Context of the New American Bible 1970

Origins and Development

The New American Bible (NAB) was commissioned by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in
the 20th century, aiming to produce a translation that was both faithful to the original texts and accessible to
contemporary readers. The project began in the 1940s, with a dedicated team of scholars working to revise existing
Catholic scriptures and produce a fresh translation. The 1970 edition marks the culmination of decades of translation
work. It was published as the first full Catholic Bible in English approved for liturgical use after the Second Vatican
Council (1962–1965). The Council emphasized the importance of Scripture in the life of the Church and called for
translations that would be suitable for liturgical, catechetical, and personal use.

Significance of the 1970 Edition

The release of the New American Bible in 1970 was a groundbreaking event for American Catholicism. It introduced a



translation that reflected the latest biblical scholarship, incorporated dynamic equivalence for clarity, and aligned
with the liturgical reforms of Vatican II. The NAB quickly gained recognition as a trustworthy and readable
translation, influencing liturgy, education, and personal devotion.

Features of the New American Bible 1970

Translation Philosophy

The NAB 1970 employs a blend of formal and dynamic equivalence, aiming to balance literal accuracy with
readability. Its translation philosophy prioritizes conveying the original meaning of the texts in language that
resonates with modern readers without sacrificing doctrinal integrity. Key points include: - Use of contemporary
English - Inclusion of explanatory footnotes - Clear, accessible language suitable for worship and study - Fidelity to
the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek sources

Structural and Textual Highlights

- Complete Bible: The NAB includes the full canon of Catholic Scripture—Old Testament and New Testament. -
Footnotes and Annotations: Extensive footnotes provide historical, cultural, and theological context, aiding
understanding. - Liturgical Adaptation: The translation was designed for use in Catholic liturgy, making it suitable for
readings, prayers, and ceremonies.

Notable Books and Sections

- Psalms and Proverbs rendered with poetic clarity - Prophetic books reflecting their historical and theological
significance - The Gospels presented in accessible language for evangelization and catechism - The Pauline and
General Epistles emphasizing doctrinal clarity
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Impact and Reception of the 1970 NAB

Liturgical Use

The NAB 1970 became the standard Bible for Catholic liturgical readings in the United States. Its language was
deemed suitable for proclamation during Mass and other sacraments, aligning with Vatican II's push for active
participation and understanding.

Educational and Personal Devotion

Many Catholic schools and religious educators adopted the NAB as their primary scripture text. Its readability and
footnotes made it a valuable resource for students, clergy, and laity seeking to deepen their understanding of
Scripture.

Criticisms and Controversies

While widely appreciated, the NAB 1970 faced some criticisms: - Some scholars and traditionalists argued that certain
translation choices favored readability over strict literalness. - The use of dynamic equivalence was debated, with
some preferring more literal translations for study. - Over time, language updates and revisions have been considered
necessary to maintain relevance.

Revisions and Updates to the NAB

Post-1970 Revisions

Following the initial publication, the NAB underwent several revisions to improve accuracy, update language, and
respond to scholarly advances. Notably: - The Revised Edition (1991) refined translation choices and corrected textual



issues. - The Second Edition (2011) further modernized language and incorporated new biblical scholarship.

Current Status and Usage

Today, the NAB remains a central translation for Catholics in the U.S., especially in liturgical contexts. However,
newer translations like the Revised Standard Version – Catholic Edition (RSV-CE) and the New Revised Standard
Version (NRSV) are also widely used.

Why the New American Bible 1970 Continues to Matter

Influence on American Catholic Worship

The NAB 1970 revolutionized Catholic worship in the U.S., aligning scripture readings with liturgical reforms and
making the Word of God more understandable and participatory.

Role in Biblical Scholarship

Its translation approach set a precedent for subsequent Catholic Bible translations, emphasizing clarity without
compromising fidelity.

Accessibility for Modern Readers

The language used in the 1970 edition helped bridge the gap between ancient texts and contemporary audiences,
fostering greater engagement with Scripture.
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How to Access the New American Bible 1970 Today

Print and Digital Formats

- Print Editions: Available in hardcover, paperback, and pocket-sized formats. - Online Access: Many websites and
apps host the NAB, including official Catholic resources and Bible study platforms.

Study Resources

- Study guides and commentaries often reference the NAB. - Church bulletin inserts and lectionaries predominantly
use the NAB readings.

Conclusion

The New American Bible 1970 stands as a landmark translation that has shaped American Catholic spirituality,
education, and liturgy. Its balanced approach to translation, accessibility, and theological fidelity continue to make it
a valuable resource for believers and scholars alike. As the Church continues to evolve, the legacy of the 1970 NAB
persists, fostering a deeper understanding of Scripture and its vital role in faith and practice. Keywords for SEO
Optimization: - New American Bible 1970 - NAB 1970 translation - Catholic Bible in English - Bible translation history
- Liturgical use of NAB - Catholic Scripture study - Bible footnotes and annotations - Bible revisions and updates -
American Catholic liturgy - Bible for personal devotion

New American Bible (1970): A Comprehensive Review and Analysis The New American Bible (1970) stands as a
pivotal translation in the landscape of American biblical scholarship and religious practice. Revered for its fidelity to
the original texts, its scholarly rigor, and its influence on liturgical and personal devotion, this edition has left an
indelible mark on Catholic communities across the United States. In this detailed review, we will explore the history,
translation philosophy, textual basis, linguistic features, reception, and ongoing influence of the 1970 NAB.



Historical Context and Development

Origins and Background

The New American Bible was commissioned by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in the late
1950s, aiming to produce a translation suitable for liturgical use, study, and personal reading. Prior translations, such
as the Douay-Rheims and the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition, served well but were increasingly seen as
outdated or less accessible. The 1970 edition was the first complete translation of the NAB, emerging from a
collaborative effort involving biblical scholars, theologians, and linguists. This translation was part of a broader
movement in the 20th century to produce vernacular editions that reflected the latest biblical scholarship and
reflected the original texts more accurately.

Publication and Reception

Published in 1970, the NAB quickly gained recognition for its fresh approach and scholarly integrity. It was adopted
for use in many dioceses and was authorized for liturgical reading in the United States, marking a significant
departure from previous Latin-centric liturgical texts. While initially celebrated, the 1970 edition also faced
criticism—particularly regarding translation choices, language clarity, and perceived deviations from traditional
renderings. Nonetheless, it remained the standard American Catholic Bible for decades, guiding countless individuals
and communities in their faith journey.

Translation Philosophy and Approach

Dynamic Equivalence versus Formal Equivalence

The NAB (1970) adopted a dynamic equivalence approach, aiming to produce a translation that is clear, idiomatic,
and accessible to modern readers, rather than a strictly literal or formal equivalence translation. This meant
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prioritizing conveying the sense and meaning of the original texts, sometimes at the expense of word-for-word fidelity.
Key features of this approach include: - Emphasis on readability and natural speech patterns. - Use of contemporary
English idioms and phrasing. - Flexibility to adapt difficult or obscure phrases into more understandable language.
While this approach increased accessibility, it also prompted debates among scholars and traditionalists about the
balance between accuracy and readability.

Source Texts and Textual Basis

The 1970 NAB primarily relied on the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia for the Old Testament and the Nestle-Aland
Greek New Testament (27th edition) for the New Testament. It also incorporated insights from other critical editions
and manuscripts, aiming to reflect the most current scholarly consensus. The translation process involved extensive
textual criticism, with scholars carefully considering variants and contextual factors to produce the most reliable
renderings.

Contents and Structure

Complete Bible and Additional Features

The 1970 NAB includes: - The full canonical texts of the Old and New Testaments. - Deuterocanonical books (Tobit,
Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, 1 & 2 Maccabees, and additions to Esther and Daniel). - Introductory notes for each
book, providing historical, literary, and theological context. - Cross-references, footnotes, and textual notes that
elucidate difficult passages or translation choices. The layout emphasizes clarity, with paragraph divisions, section
headings, and footnotes to aid comprehension.



Language and Style

Literary Quality

The language of the 1970 NAB is characterized by: - Clear, straightforward prose. - Use of idiomatic American
English. - Occasionally modern or contemporary phrasing, which made the text more approachable for the 20th-
century reader but sometimes drew criticism for lacking a sense of reverence or poetic dignity. Examples of stylistic
features: - The use of "you" and "we" forms to foster personal engagement. - Simplified sentence structures to
enhance comprehension. - Avoidance of archaic or overly formal language.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its accessibility, the style has been critiqued for: - Being too colloquial in certain passages. - Losing some of
the poetic or liturgical qualities of traditional translations. - Occasionally oversimplifying complex theological
concepts. These issues sparked ongoing debates about the balance between modern language and reverence for
sacred texts.

Scholarly and Theological Considerations

Accuracy and Faithfulness

The NAB's translation was generally regarded as faithful to the original languages, with careful attention to context
and meaning. However, some scholars have pointed out: - Certain choices reflecting contemporary theological
perspectives. - Instances where interpretive decisions may have influenced the rendering of key doctrinal passages.
This prompted ongoing revision efforts to refine translation accuracy.
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Doctrinal Implications

The NAB aimed to serve Catholic doctrine and liturgy, aligning translation choices with Catholic teachings. It also
sought to facilitate ecumenical dialogue by making Scripture more accessible across denominations. Some critics
claimed that certain translation choices subtly reflected Catholic doctrine, which led to discussions about neutrality
and objectivity in translation.

Impact on Worship and Personal Devotion

Liturgical Use

The 1970 NAB was authorized for use in Catholic liturgy in the United States, marking a significant shift from Latin to
vernacular Scripture in worship. It was used extensively in: - Mass readings - liturgical prayers - catechetical
programs Its accessible language helped foster active participation among congregants.

Personal Study and Devotion

Beyond liturgy, the NAB became a popular choice for personal reading, study, and prayer. Its footnotes and
introductory materials provided valuable insights for lay readers and clergy alike. The translation's clarity and
contemporary language made Scripture more approachable for those unfamiliar with traditional biblical language.

Criticisms and Controversies

Translation and Theological Bias

Some critics argued that the NAB reflected a particular theological perspective, especially in key doctrinal passages.
Specific examples include: - Renderings of the Lord’s Prayer - Passages related to salvation and grace -



Interpretations of Old Testament laws Such concerns fueled debates about the objectivity and neutrality of the
translation.

Language and Literary Quality

While praised for readability, some traditionalists felt the translation sacrificed poetic grandeur and reverence for the
sake of modernity. The language was sometimes deemed too plain or colloquial for sacred Scripture.

Revisions and Updates

Recognizing these issues, the NAB underwent several revisions over the years, aiming to improve accuracy,
consistency, and theological neutrality. These revisions included: - The New American Bible (1991) - The Revised New
American Bible (2011) Yet, the 1970 edition remains a foundational text and a significant milestone in American
biblical translation history.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Educational and Liturgical Significance

The 1970 NAB has played a vital role in: - Catholic education, catechesis, and personal study. - Liturgical celebrations,
especially in the United States. - Promoting biblical literacy among American Catholics. Its influence shaped many
subsequent translations and adaptations.

Influence on Future Translations

The translation philosophy and approach of the 1970 NAB set a precedent for subsequent editions, emphasizing
clarity and accessibility. Elements of its style and structure influenced later Catholic translations, including the 2011
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NABRE.

Ongoing Relevance

Despite newer translations, the 1970 NAB remains in use, especially in contexts where its specific translation choices
are appreciated or mandated. Its role in promoting Scripture engagement and Catholic identity in the U.S. persists.

Conclusion

The New American Bible (1970) stands as a landmark in American biblical translation—balancing scholarly rigor,
accessibility, and liturgical utility. Its adoption marked a shift toward vernacular Scripture that sought to connect
modern readers with the biblical text in a language they could understand and cherish. While not without its
criticisms, the 1970 NAB profoundly influenced Catholic Scripture reading, study, and worship in the United States.
Its legacy continues through revisions and ongoing use, reflecting both its historical significance and its ongoing
relevance in Catholic life. In summary, the 1970 NAB is more than just a translation—it is a reflection of a pivotal
moment in Catholic biblical engagement, embodying the church’s desire to make Scripture accessible, meaningful,
and rooted in scholarly integrity.

Questions & Answers About new american bible 1970

No Question Answer

1 What is the New American Bible 1970
edition?

The New American Bible 1970 edition is an early translation of the
Catholic Bible into English, published in 1970, which served as the
basis for many subsequent editions and was widely used in the
United States.



2 How does the New American Bible
1970 differ from later editions?

The 1970 edition features translation choices and footnotes that
differ from later editions, reflecting the scholarship and theological
perspectives of its time, and has been replaced or revised in
subsequent versions for updated language and scholarship.

3 Is the New American Bible 1970 still
used in Catholic liturgy today?

While the 1970 edition was influential, most Catholic liturgical
services now primarily use more recent editions like the New
American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE), though some communities
may still reference the 1970 version.

4 Where can I find a copy of the New
American Bible 1970?

Copies of the New American Bible 1970 can often be found in used
bookstores, online marketplaces like eBay, or through Catholic
archives and libraries that preserve older editions.

5 Why was the New American Bible 1970
significant for American Catholics?

It was the first widely accepted Catholic Bible translation in the U.S.
that used contemporary language, making Scripture more accessible
to American Catholics and fostering greater engagement with the
Bible.

6 What are some key features of the New
American Bible 1970 translation?

Key features include its use of contemporary language for its time,
extensive footnotes and introductions, and an emphasis on scholarly
accuracy rooted in the biblical scholarship of the late 1960s and
early 1970s.

7 Has the New American Bible 1970
been revised or superseded?

Yes, the NABRE (New American Bible Revised Edition) and other
editions have superseded the 1970 version, incorporating updated
scholarship, language, and textual notes.

8 Is the New American Bible 1970
available online?

Some portions or scans of the 1970 edition are available online
through digital archives, but full official versions are mostly found in
print or specialized digital collections.

9 How did the New American Bible 1970
influence biblical scholarship and
Catholic study materials in the U.S.?

It played a pivotal role by providing an accessible translation for
American Catholics, encouraging Bible study, and influencing
subsequent translations and study guides based on its approach and
scholarship.
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