Kickstart My Heart Tab

Kickstart My Heart tab: A Comprehensive Guide for Guitar Enthusiasts If you're a fan of 80s rock anthems
and want to learn the iconic song "Kickstart My Heart" by Métley Crle on guitar, mastering the tab is your first
step toward capturing the song's energy and spirit. This in-depth guide will walk you through everything you
need to know about the "Kickstart My Heart" tab, including its history, how to read guitar tabs, step-by-step
instructions for playing the main riffs, and tips for mastering the song.

Understanding the Background of "Kickstart My Heart"

The Origin and Significance of the Song

"Kickstart My Heart" is one of Métley Crie's most famous tracks, released in 1989 as part of their album Dr.
Feelgood. Written by Nikki Sixx, Vince Neil, Mick Mars, and Tommy Lee, the song is inspired by Nikki Sixx's
overdose experience and his subsequent revival. Its high-energy riffs, fast tempo, and infectious chorus make
it a staple in rock music.

The Guitar Role in the Song

Guitarists often focus on the song's fast-paced main riff, which combines power chords, hammer-ons, pull-offs,
and rapid picking. Capturing these elements accurately is essential for an authentic performance.

How to Read Guitar Tabs for "Kickstart My Heart"

Basic Elements of Guitar Tabs

Guitar tabs are simplified musical notation that indicates where to place your fingers on the fretboard. They
consist of six lines representing the six strings of the guitar, with the bottom line being the low E string and
the top line being the high E string. - Numbers indicate the fret to be pressed. - Zero (0) indicates an open
string. - Symbols like h (hammer-on), p (pull-off), / (slide up), \ (slide down), and (bend) provide additional
playing instructions.

Deciphering the Main Riff Notation

The main riff of "Kickstart My Heart" is often transcribed as follows: e|| B|| G|| D|| A|-5--4-| E|--0-0-0---0-0--
-0-0-0-0---| This tab indicates a repeated pattern that forms the backbone of the song.

Step-by-Step Guide to Playing the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab
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Preparations and Tuning

Before diving into the tab, ensure your guitar is properly tuned. The song is typically played in standard tuning
(E AD G B e). Make sure your guitar is in tune to match the recording.

Mastering the Intro Riff

The intro and main riff are characterized by rapid open E string hits interspersed with power chords on the 5th
and 4th frets of the A string. Playing the Intro Riff: 1. Play the open E string repeatedly, using alternate picking
for speed. 2. When instructed, play the 5th fret on the A string (D) and the 4th fret (G) as power chords. 3.
Incorporate hammer-ons and pull-offs where indicated to emulate the song's fluid movement. Practice Tips: -
Start slow, ensuring each note rings clearly. - Use a metronome to develop timing. - Gradually increase your
speed as you become more comfortable.

Playing the Verses and Chorus

The verses and chorus follow similar patterns, emphasizing fast-paced riffs and energetic chord progressions.
Key elements include: - Palm-muting to achieve a punchy sound. - Fast alternate picking. - Incorporation of
slides and bends for expressive playing.

Adding Techniques for Authenticity

To truly replicate the song's feel, focus on: - Downstrokes and Upstrokes: Maintain a consistent rhythm. -
Hammer-ons and Pull-offs: Use these to imitate the fluidity of the recorded guitar. - Bends: Slightly bend the
strings as needed for expressive notes. - Vibrato: Add vibrato to sustain notes and add emotion.

Practice Strategies for Mastering "Kickstart My Heart" Tab

Break Down the Song into Sections

Divide the song into manageable parts: - Intro and main riff - Verses - Chorus - Solo (if you're advanced)
Practice each section slowly before combining them.

Use Slow-Down Software or Video Tutorials

Utilize tools like Transcribe!, Guitar Pro, or YouTube tutorials to hear how the tab sounds at slower tempos,
making it easier to learn complex passages.

Repetition and Patience

Consistent practice is key. Repetition helps develop muscle memory, enabling smoother transitions and
accurate timing.



Additional Tips for Learning and Playing "Kickstart My Heart"

Use a Metronome: Develop your timing and rhythm.

Record Yourself: Track your practice sessions to identify areas for improvement.

Learn the Song's Structure: Understanding the arrangement helps in memorizing the riffs and solos.
Experiment with Effects: Use distortion, delay, or reverb to match the recording's tone.
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Seek Feedback: Play in front of others or with a teacher for constructive critique.

Resources for Guitar Tabs and Tutorials

- Guitar Tab Websites: Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, AZ Chords - Video Tutorials: YouTube channels like
JustinGuitar, Marty Music, or GuitarLessons365 - Official Songbooks: Métley Crie's official sheet music
collections

Conclusion

Mastering the "Kickstart My Heart" tab is an exciting challenge for guitar players looking to improve their
speed, precision, and rock attitude. By understanding the song's background, learning how to read tabs
effectively, practicing systematically, and incorporating techniques like hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides, you
can bring this legendary track to life on your guitar. Remember, patience and persistence are essential—keep
practicing, and you'll soon be able to perform "Kickstart My Heart" with energy and confidence, capturing the
spirit of Motley Crue's iconic hit. Whether you're a beginner aiming to learn your first fast riff or an
experienced guitarist refining your skills, this guide provides the foundation needed to conquer this classic

song. Happy playing!
Kickstart My Heart Tab: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Composition, Technique, and Cultural Impact
Introduction

For aspiring guitarists and seasoned musicians alike, the song "Kickstart My Heart" by Métley Criie stands as
an iconic track that combines high energy, technical prowess, and a distinctive sound. Central to its blistering
opening riff is the "Kickstart My Heart tab," a piece of sheet music and guitar notation that has captivated
players worldwide. This article delves into the origins of the tab, its technical intricacies, its role in guitar
education, and its influence on rock music culture.

The Origins of the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab
Historical Context of the Song

Released in 1989 as part of Métley Crie’s album Dr. Feelgood, "Kickstart My Heart" quickly became a staple in
the rock and metal scenes. Written during a turbulent period for the band, the song’s energetic riff captures
themes of adrenaline, rebirth, and high-octane performance.

The Tab's Emergence
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Guitar tablature, or "tab," is a simplified notation system that indicates finger positions on the fretboard,
making complex riffs accessible to players without formal music training. The "Kickstart My Heart tab"
emerged soon after the song's release, shared among fans and guitar instructors through magazines, online
forums, and tablature websites.

This tab served as a gateway for many to learn the song’s distinctive intro and verse riffs, which feature a
combination of fast-picked notes, string skipping, and palm muting.

Technical Breakdown of the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab
Key Elements of the Riff

The main riff of "Kickstart My Heart" is renowned for its aggressive and rapid-fire delivery. It's primarily based
on a combination of power chords, single-note runs, and strategic string skipping.

Core components include:

1. The use of the E minor pentatonic scale

2. Fast alternate picking

3. String skipping between the 3rd and 6th strings
4. Palm muting to sustain rhythmic punch

Standard Tuning and Key

The song is played in standard E tuning (E A D G B e). The tab generally reflects this tuning, which is standard
for most rock and metal guitarists, facilitating the replication of the riff.

Sample of the Intro Riff (Simplified)

el

Bl

G|

DIl

A|--2--2--2--2-|

E|--0-0-3-0-0-3-0-0-3-0-0-|

Note: Actual tabs may vary; this simplified excerpt captures the essence.
Technical Challenges

1. Speed: The riff demands high-speed alternate picking, often exceeding 180 beats per minute.
2. String Skipping: Requires precise control to maintain rhythm and clarity.

3. Muting: Proper palm muting is essential to achieve the punchy sound characteristic of the riff.
4. Finger Dexterity: Fast transitions between positions and notes test a guitarist's dexterity.

Learning and Mastering the "Kickstart My Heart" Tab



Step-by-Step Approach

1. Familiarize with the song’s rhythm and timing. Listening to the original track is crucial to understand the
groove.

Start slow. Use a metronome to practice at reduced speeds, gradually increasing tempo.

Break the riff into sections. Isolate difficult parts, such as string skipping or fast runs.

Use proper picking technique. Alternate picking with precise down and up strokes.

Focus on muting. Practice palm muting to get the percussive sound.
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Gradually increase speed. Once comfortable, push towards the original tempo.
Recommended Equipment

1. Guitar: Solid-body electric guitar with humbuckers (e.g., Gibson Les Paul or Fender Stratocaster).

2. Amplifier: High-gain amp to emulate the tone.

3. Effects: Overdrive/distortion pedals, possibly with a compressor for sustain.

4. Accessories: Guitar picks (preferably medium to heavy gauge), a metronome, and tablature software or
printed sheets.

Variations and Cover Versions

Many guitarist enthusiasts and professionals have created their own versions of the "Kickstart My Heart" tab,
ranging from simplified beginner arrangements to highly technical, harmonized solos.

Notable Cover Approaches

1. Acoustic versions that adapt the riff for nylon-string guitars.
2. Extended solos that incorporate techniques like tapping and sweep picking.
3. Digitized tabs with detailed notation for educational purposes.

Community Contributions

Online platforms such as Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and YouTube host a multitude of tabs and tutorials,
reflecting the song’s broad appeal.

Cultural Impact and Significance
The Riff's Influence on Guitar Playing

The "Kickstart My Heart" tab has become a rite of passage for many aspiring rock guitarists. Its technical
demands serve as excellent exercises for developing speed, coordination, and muting skills.

Inspiration for Guitarists

The song’s energetic vibe and challenging riff inspire players to push their limits. It’s often featured in guitar
competitions, cover bands, and educational curricula.

The Song in Media and Popular Culture

"Kickstart My Heart" has appeared in various films, video games, and commercials, further cementing its
status as a rock anthem. The riff’s iconic status makes it recognizable even to non-musicians.
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Critical Reception and Pedagogical Value

Educational Merit

The tab offers a comprehensive learning experience, covering techniques such as:

1. Alternate picking
2. String skipping
3. Palm muting

4. Speed control

It's frequently included in guitar method books and instructional DVDs.

Criticisms and Challenges

While revered, the riff is often criticized for its technical difficulty, potentially discouraging beginners.

Nonetheless, its inclusion in guitar curricula underscores its value as a technical goal.

Conclusion

The "Kickstart My Heart tab" encapsulates more than just a piece of sheet music; it is a symbol of rock guitar
mastery and expressive playing. Its intricate combination of speed, technique, and attitude makes it a
challenging yet rewarding piece for players aiming to elevate their skills. As both a cultural artifact and
educational tool, the tab continues to inspire guitarists worldwide, ensuring that the song’s adrenaline-fueled

energy persists across generations.

Whether you're a seasoned shredder or a budding player, mastering the "Kickstart My Heart" tab is a
testament to dedication and passion for the guitar. Its legacy endures, fueling the fire of rock music’s
relentless pursuit of speed, precision, and raw power.

Questions & Answers About kickstart my heart tab

No

Question

Answer

What is the main difficulty in playing
'Kickstart My Heart' on guitar?

The song features fast-paced, intricate riffs and rapid palm-
muting sections, making it challenging for intermediate players
to master the timing and precision required.

Heart'?

2 Which guitar techniques are Techniques such as palm muting, alternate picking, power
essential for playing 'Kickstart My chords, and quick string transitions are crucial to accurately
Heart' smoothly? reproduce the song's energetic sound.

3 Are there any official tab versions of | While official tabs exist, the song is generally recommended for
'Kickstart My Heart' recommended intermediate to advanced players due to its fast tempo and
for beginners? technical complexity. Beginners may want to start with

simplified versions or sections.

4 What tuning is used for 'Kickstart My | The song is typically played in standard E tuning (EA D G B e),

but some players prefer tuning down a half step for easier
bending and a heavier sound.




5 Can | find video tutorials to help me
learn 'Kickstart My Heart' tab?

Yes, many guitar tutorial videos on platforms like YouTube
break down the riffs and solos, making it easier to learn the
song step by step.

6 What are some common mistakes to
avoid when playing 'Kickstart My
Heart'?

Common mistakes include rushing the tempo, not maintaining
proper muting, and failing to synchronize the fast picking with
the rhythm. Practice slowly and gradually increase speed for
accuracy.

Motley Crue, guitar tab, rock song, guitar lesson, music tab, electric guitar, hard rock, tablature, beginner

guitar, guitar tutorial
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