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Rodgers Hammersteins Cinderella
The Complete

rodgers hammersteins cinderella the complete is a treasured theatrical production that
has captivated audiences across generations. As a timeless musical, it combines the lyrical
magic of Rodgers and Hammerstein with the enchanting story of Cinderella, making it a must-
see for theater lovers and newcomers alike. Whether you're a fan eager to experience the full
production or a newcomer wanting to learn about its history, cast, and availability, this
comprehensive guide aims to cover everything you need to know about Rodgers
Hammerstein’s Cinderella—the complete version.

Overview of Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella: The
Complete Version

Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella is a beloved adaptation of the classic fairy tale, originally
premiering on television in 1957. Over the years, it has been revived multiple times, with the
most recent and acclaimed production being the complete, unabridged version that captures
the full essence of the original story and musical score.

Historical Background and Significance

Rodgers and Hammerstein, renowned for their groundbreaking work in musical theater,
brought their signature charm and lyrical mastery to Cinderella. Their version differs from
other adaptations by emphasizing themes of kindness, resilience, and hope, all set to a
memorable cast of songs and vibrant performances. Some key historical points include:

First aired on CBS in 1957, starring Julie Andrews as Cinderella.1.
Revived several times on stage and screen, with notable versions in 2013 featuring a diverse2.
cast.
The "complete" version includes all original songs, dialogue, and scenes that are often cut in3.
abridged or televised adaptations.

What Makes the Complete Version Unique?

Understanding what sets Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella—the complete version—apart
from other adaptations is essential for fans and new viewers alike.

Features of the Complete Version

Full song list with all original compositions, including lesser-known songs that deepen1.
character development.
Extended dialogue scenes that provide richer context and emotional depth.2.



Unabridged storyline maintaining the integrity of the classic fairy tale.3.
High-quality production values in recent stage and film adaptations, preserving the original4.
theatrical magic.

Why Choose the Complete Version?

Authenticity: Experience the musical as originally conceived by Rodgers and Hammerstein.1.
Depth of Storytelling: Enjoy additional scenes and songs that enhance character arcs.2.
Full Musical Experience: Appreciate the full range of melodies and lyrical storytelling3.
without cuts.

Major Productions and Performances of Rodgers
Hammerstein’s Cinderella: The Complete

Several notable productions have brought the complete version to audiences worldwide, each
adding their own unique touch.

1957 CBS Television Special

This inaugural broadcast starred Julie Andrews and marked the first time the entire script and
score were presented on television. It set the foundation for future productions and became a
cultural milestone.

Broadway and Stage Revivals

Over the years, the complete version has seen various stage revivals, including a 2013
Broadway production that received critical acclaim for its inclusive casting and vibrant
staging. These revivals aim to stay true to the original, full-length musical.

Film and Streaming Adaptations

Recent adaptations have been made available through streaming platforms, offering audiences
worldwide the chance to experience the complete Rodgers Hammerstein Cinderella in high-
definition formats. These versions often include bonus features like behind-the-scenes footage
and interviews with cast members.

How to Access Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella—The
Complete Version

For those interested in experiencing this classic musical, several options are available to
access the complete version.

Official Recordings and DVDs

Many stage productions and televised versions of Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella are
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available for purchase on DVD or Blu-ray. These often include:

Full-length performances1.
Bonus behind-the-scenes content2.
Subtitles for accessibility3.

Streaming Platforms

Popular streaming services like Amazon Prime, Netflix, or specialized theater streaming
platforms may offer the complete version of Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella, especially
during holiday seasons or special anniversaries.

Live Theater Performances

Attending a live production remains the most immersive way to experience the complete
musical. Check local theaters or touring productions for schedules.

Key Cast and Creative Team of the Complete Version

Understanding who brings Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella to life helps appreciate the
production even more.

Notable Cast Members

Cinderella: A role often played by talented actresses with strong singing and acting1.
abilities, such as Lea Salonga or Laura Osnes in recent revivals.
The Prince: Often portrayed by charismatic leading men.2.
Fairy Godmother: A pivotal role, often played by seasoned performers with comedic timing3.
and strong vocal skills.

Creative Team

The success of the complete version relies on a talented director, choreographer, and musical
director who stay true to Rodgers and Hammerstein’s vision while adding fresh elements to
captivate contemporary audiences.

Why Rodgers Hammerstein’s Cinderella—The Complete
Version Remains Popular

Several factors contribute to its enduring popularity.

Timeless Themes and Messages

The story emphasizes kindness, perseverance, and hope—values that resonate across
generations.



Memorable Music and Lyrics

Songs like “In My Own Little Corner,” “Impossible; It’s Possible,” and “Ten Minutes Ago”
continue to delight audiences and are integral to the musical’s charm.

Representation and Inclusivity

Recent productions have embraced diverse casting, making the story accessible and relatable
to modern audiences around the world.

Conclusion: Embrace the Magic of Rodgers
Hammerstein’s Cinderella—the Complete Version

Whether you’re revisiting this classic or discovering it for the first time, Rodgers
Hammerstein’s Cinderella—the complete version—offers an authentic, emotionally rich, and
magical theatrical experience. Its full-length score, comprehensive storytelling, and timeless
themes make it an essential piece of musical theater history. With multiple access points—be it
through DVD, streaming, or live performances—there has never been a better time to indulge
in the enchanting world of Cinderella as envisioned by Rodgers and Hammerstein. Prepare to
be captivated by the beauty of the music, the depth of the characters, and the enduring magic
of this beloved fairy tale.

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella: The Complete – A Timeless Musical Reimagined

Introduction

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella: The Complete embodies a quintessential piece of
American musical theater that has captivated audiences across generations. Originally crafted
by the legendary duo Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II, the musical has undergone
numerous adaptations, each reflecting the evolving tastes of its audience while maintaining its
core fairy-tale charm. This comprehensive review delves into the origins, theatrical evolution,
thematic richness, musical excellence, and cultural significance of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Cinderella, offering an in-depth understanding of why this production remains a beloved
classic.

Origins and Historical Context

The Birth of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella

The musical Cinderella was conceived in 1957 as a television special, a venture that marked a
significant milestone in the partnership of Rodgers and Hammerstein. Unlike their more
famous stage works such as The Sound of Music or Oklahoma!, this production was initially
designed for TV, making it accessible to a broad audience.

The original version was written for the CBS television network, starring Julie Andrews in the
title role. Its success was immediate, creating a template for future televised musicals and
establishing Cinderella as a cultural touchstone.
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The Evolution of the Musical

Over the decades, Cinderella has seen numerous incarnations—stage productions, televised
broadcasts, and film adaptations—each bringing new flavors and interpretations. Notably, the
2013 Broadway revival, featuring a diverse cast and modern sensibilities, exemplifies the
musical’s adaptability and enduring appeal.

The core elements—romance, magic, virtue, and transformation—remain consistent, but each
version reflects contemporary values and artistic trends. The original 1957 telecast, for
example, emphasized traditional fairy-tale themes, while later adaptations often incorporate
themes of empowerment and social diversity.

Thematic Analysis

Classic Fairy-Tale Elements

At its heart, Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella embodies the timeless fairy-tale theme of
transformation. Cinderella’s journey from hardship to happiness underscores themes of hope,
kindness, and perseverance. The magical elements—such as the Fairy Godmother and the
enchanted pumpkin carriage—serve as metaphors for the power of belief and the possibility of
dreams coming true.

Social and Cultural Relevance

While rooted in traditional storytelling, modern adaptations have infused Cinderella with
contemporary ideas. The 2013 Broadway production, for example, highlighted themes of
female empowerment and diversity, reflecting societal shifts toward inclusivity.

Furthermore, the musical subtly addresses issues such as economic disparity and the
importance of inner virtues over superficial appearances, resonating with audiences in various
cultural contexts.

Musical Composition and Score

The Signature Songs

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella is distinguished by its memorable score, featuring songs
that have become standards in musical theater:

"In My Own Little Corner": A charming ballad expressing Cinderella’s inner strength and1.
desire for independence.
"Impossible / It’s Possible": A duet that captures the optimism of believing in dreams.2.
"Ten Minutes Ago": A romantic duet that marks the blossoming love between Cinderella and3.
the Prince.
"The Stair Song": A lively ensemble number reflecting the excitement and anticipation of the4.
ball.
"Do I Love You Because You’re Beautiful?": A poignant reflection on love and appearance.5.
"A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes": The iconic song symbolizing hope and6.
perseverance.

Musical Style and Arrangements



The score combines Rodgers’ melodic brilliance with Hammerstein’s lyrical craftsmanship,
blending lyrical storytelling with catchy, emotionally resonant melodies. Arrangements have
evolved to suit different productions, from lush orchestral arrangements in classical revivals to
simplified orchestrations for television and touring.

Musical Themes in Composition

The music underscores key themes:

Transformation and Hope: Upbeat, soaring melodies accompany Cinderella’s moments of1.
change.
Romance: Duets and love songs are crafted to evoke emotional intimacy.2.
Magic and Wonder: Musical motifs highlight the fairy-tale atmosphere.3.

Production Elements and Staging

Scenic Design and Costumes

The visual aesthetic of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella has been pivotal in creating its
magical world. Traditional productions often feature elaborate costumes—ball gowns, princely
attire, and fairy-tale accessories—that evoke a fairy-tale realm. Modern interpretations
sometimes incorporate contemporary fashion elements, emphasizing inclusivity and diversity.

Scenic design varies from minimalistic approaches to grand, opulent sets, depending on the
production’s budget and artistic vision. The transformation scenes—such as the pumpkin
turning into a carriage—are often highlights, showcasing creative stagecraft.

Choreography and Direction

Choreography in Cinderella emphasizes elegance, grace, and comic timing. Dance sequences
range from graceful waltzes to lively ensemble numbers, enhancing storytelling. Notable
directors have infused these elements with modern flair, making the show appealing to
contemporary audiences.

Notable Productions and Critical Reception

The Original 1957 Telecast

Julie Andrews’ portrayal set the standard for Cinderella, earning critical acclaim and boosting
her career. The telecast’s success demonstrated the potential of TV musicals, influencing
future productions.

The 2013 Broadway Revival

Starring Laura Osnes and Santino Fontana, the 2013 revival was praised for its vibrant
casting, updated themes, and fresh staging. It received several Tony Award nominations and
was lauded for its inclusive casting, diverse portrayals, and contemporary relevance.

International and Regional Productions

Globally, Cinderella has been adapted into numerous languages and cultural contexts. In
regions like Asia and Europe, local productions have incorporated cultural elements, making
the story resonate universally.
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Critical Assessment

Overall, Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella is lauded for its timeless storytelling,
memorable music, and adaptability. Critics often highlight its ability to appeal to both children
and adults, blending innocence with depth.

Cultural and Educational Impact

Influence on Musical Theatre

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella played a significant role in shaping American musical
theatre, demonstrating how fairy-tale narratives could be integrated with sophisticated
musical storytelling. Its success paved the way for other televised musicals and family-friendly
productions.

Educational Value

The musical serves as an educational tool, teaching themes of kindness, perseverance, and the
importance of inner beauty. Its songs and characters are frequently used in school
performances and drama curricula.

Representation and Diversity

Recent productions emphasize diversity, showcasing casts of different ethnicities and
backgrounds. This shift reflects a broader societal push toward inclusion, making the story
more accessible and representative of contemporary audiences.

Conclusion

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella: The Complete remains a shining example of musical
theatre’s power to enchant, educate, and inspire. Its rich musical score, compelling
storytelling, and ability to adapt to changing cultural landscapes ensure its place in the
pantheon of classic musicals. Whether viewed as a nostalgic piece or a contemporary
statement, Cinderella continues to remind audiences that dreams do come true, and that
kindness and hope are timeless virtues.

Through meticulous staging, innovative adaptations, and heartfelt performances, Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s Cinderella continues to captivate audiences worldwide, bridging generations
with its universal themes and magical melodies. As a complete work, it stands as a testament
to the enduring legacy of two of America's greatest musical theatre pioneers, and to the
timeless allure of fairy-tale storytelling.

Questions & Answers About rodgers hammersteins
cinderella the complete

N
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Question Answer



1 What is included in the
Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella: The Complete
Collection?

The collection includes the full-length original
Broadway cast recording, remastered audio, detailed
liner notes, and behind-the-scenes footage from the
production.

2 Is Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella: The Complete
available on streaming
platforms?

Yes, it is available on popular streaming services like
Amazon Prime Video, Disney+, and digital music
platforms for purchase or rental.

3 Who are the main cast
members featured in Rodgers
& Hammerstein's Cinderella:
The Complete?

The collection features performances by renowned
actors such as Brandy as Cinderella and Whitney
Houston as the Fairy Godmother, among others.

4 What makes Rodgers &
Hammerstein's Cinderella: The
Complete different from other
versions?

This edition provides a comprehensive view of the
original Broadway production, including restored
songs, authentic performances, and extensive bonus
content that isn't available elsewhere.

5 When was Rodgers &
Hammerstein's Cinderella: The
Complete originally released?

The comprehensive collection was released in 2020 to
celebrate the show's anniversary and introduce it to
new audiences.

6 Does Rodgers &
Hammerstein's Cinderella: The
Complete include the original
score?

Yes, it features the complete original score as
composed by Rodgers and Hammerstein, meticulously
remastered for optimal sound quality.

7 Are there any special features
or bonus content included in
Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella: The Complete?

Yes, the collection includes interviews with the cast
and creators, behind-the-scenes documentaries, and
photo galleries from the production.

8 Can I purchase Rodgers &
Hammerstein's Cinderella: The
Complete as a physical copy?

Yes, it is available as a DVD and Blu-ray set for fans
who prefer physical media, alongside digital download
options.

9 Is Rodgers & Hammerstein's
Cinderella: The Complete
suitable for all ages?

Absolutely, it is a family-friendly adaptation that
appeals to audiences of all ages, highlighting timeless
themes of kindness and hope.

Rodgers and Hammerstein, Cinderella musical, complete soundtrack, Broadway musical,
musical theater, classic fairy tale, Disney musical, stage production, musical cast recording,
romantic musical
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