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The Lord Bless You And Keep You
Rutter Lyrics

the lord bless you and keep you rutter lyrics is a phrase that resonates deeply within
Christian communities around the world. It is often associated with a beloved hymn that echoes
the blessings and divine protection bestowed upon individuals by God. These lyrics, originating
from the biblical priestly blessing found in Numbers 6:24-26, have inspired countless renditions,
adaptations, and musical compositions. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the origins
of the Lord Bless You and Keep You Rutter lyrics, analyze their meaning, examine different
versions, and highlight their significance in worship and spiritual life.

Origins of the "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"
Rutter Lyrics

Biblical Foundations

The phrase "The Lord bless you and keep you" is rooted in the Old Testament, specifically in the
Book of Numbers 6:24-26. This passage, known as the Priestly Blessing or Aaronic Benediction,
is a sacred invocation of divine favor and protection:

“The Lord bless you and keep you;1.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;2.
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”3.

These words were historically spoken by priests to bless the congregation and continue to serve
as a powerful prayer for blessing and protection.

Development into Musical Composition

Over centuries, the biblical blessing was set to music by various composers, but one of the most
renowned modern arrangements was composed by John Rutter in 1981. Rutter, a celebrated
British composer and conductor, crafted a choral piece based on the traditional blessing, which
has since become a staple in church services, weddings, and memorials. His arrangement
captures the solemnity and hope embedded within the biblical text, emphasizing themes of
divine protection, grace, and peace. The lyrics, combined with Rutter’s lyrical melodies and
harmonies, have touched millions worldwide.

The Lyrics of John Rutter’s "The Lord Bless You and
Keep You"



Original Lyrics and Textual Analysis

The most popular version of Rutter’s composition features the following lyrics:

The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face shine on you,
And be gracious to you.
The Lord turn his face toward you,
And give you peace.

These lines are a poetic paraphrase of the biblical blessing, designed to evoke feelings of
reassurance and divine favor. Each line holds a deep spiritual meaning:

The Lord bless you and keep you: A prayer for divine protection and provision.1.
The Lord make his face shine on you: Signifies God's favor and presence.2.
And be gracious to you: A plea for mercy and kindness from God.3.
The Lord turn his face toward you: An expression of divine acknowledgement and4.
closeness.
And give you peace: The ultimate blessing of tranquility and harmony.5.

Variations and Adaptations

While Rutter’s lyrics are widely recognized, many denominations and musicians have adapted
or paraphrased the blessing to suit different contexts:

Simplified versions: Used in children’s ministries or casual settings, often paraphrased as1.
"May God bless you and keep you."
Alternative translations: Some versions adapt the wording to contemporary language or2.
translate it into different languages, maintaining the core message.
Additional verses: Certain arrangements include extra lines or verses to expand on the3.
themes of guidance, love, and divine protection.

Despite variations, the central theme remains consistent: invoking God's blessing and
protection over individuals.

The Significance of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"
in Worship

Use in Church Services

This blessing is often sung or spoken at the conclusion of worship services, serving as a spiritual
send-off and a prayer for divine protection throughout the week. Its universality and timeless
message make it suitable for various liturgical settings, including:

Sunday worship services1.
Weddings and marriage ceremonies2.
Funerals and memorial services3.
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Special prayer sessions or retreats4.

The melody composed by Rutter enhances the solemnity and emotional resonance, helping
congregations feel connected to the divine and each other.

In Personal and Community Devotion

Beyond formal services, the lyrics serve as personal prayers or meditative reflections. Many
believers incorporate the blessing into their daily prayers, affirming God's protection and grace
in their lives. Communities may also use the lyrics in prayer groups, choir performances, and
spiritual retreats to foster unity and shared faith.

Impact and Cultural Relevance

Popularity in Contemporary Christian Music

John Rutter’s arrangement has gained widespread popularity beyond traditional liturgical
contexts, inspiring Christian artists and choirs worldwide. Its accessible harmony and profound
message resonate with diverse audiences, making it a favorite in:

Choral competitions1.
Wedding ceremonies2.
Community concerts3.
Music therapy and healing sessions4.

The song’s universal appeal lies in its ability to evoke hope, comfort, and reassurance,
especially during times of hardship.

Educational and Inspirational Uses

The lyrics also serve an educational purpose, teaching about divine blessings and biblical
promises. Many religious educators incorporate the blessing into their lessons to deepen
students' understanding of Scripture and its application in daily life.

How to Incorporate the "Lord Bless You and Keep You"
Lyrics into Your Life

Personal Prayer and Reflection

Reciting or singing the blessing can be a powerful way to seek divine protection and peace. You
can incorporate it into your daily prayer routine or meditate on the lyrics as a reminder of God's
care.

In Worship and Community Gatherings

Use the lyrics during worship services, prayer meetings, or special gatherings to foster a



collective sense of blessing and unity. Singing the hymn together can uplift spirits and reinforce
faith.

Creative Expression

Musicians and choirs can explore different arrangements of the blessing, from traditional hymns
to contemporary covers, to reach various audiences and contexts.

Conclusion

The phrase "the lord bless you and keep you rutter lyrics" encapsulates a timeless prayer of
divine blessing, protection, and peace. Originating from biblical scripture and beautifully
adapted into musical compositions like John Rutter’s arrangement, these lyrics continue to
inspire and comfort believers worldwide. Whether used in worship, personal devotion, or
community gatherings, the blessing remains a powerful reminder of God's unwavering care and
grace. Embracing this sacred text through song and prayer can deepen one’s spiritual life and
foster a sense of divine presence in everyday moments. Keywords: the lord bless you and keep
you rutter lyrics, biblical blessing, John Rutter blessing, Christian hymns, divine protection,
prayer, worship music, church songs, spiritual blessing

The Lord Bless You and Keep You Rutter Lyrics: An In-Depth Exploration

Introduction to the "The Lord Bless You and Keep You"
Rutter Composition

When discussing sacred choral music, few pieces resonate as profoundly as John Rutter’s
arrangement of the traditional Hebrew blessing, often titled "The Lord Bless You and Keep You."
This composition has become a staple in liturgical settings, concerts, and choral anthologies
worldwide, cherished for its serenity, spiritual depth, and lyrical beauty. At its core, this piece is
more than just a musical arrangement; it is a heartfelt prayer expressed through harmonious
voices, capturing the essence of divine blessing and divine protection. Rutter’s skillful
adaptation elevates the ancient text into a contemporary choral masterpiece that continues to
inspire both performers and audiences.

Historical and Cultural Context of the Lyrics

Origins of the Text

The lyrics of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" originate from the Number 6 blessing in the
Book of Numbers (6:24-26) in the Hebrew Bible. This benediction was historically used by
priests to invoke divine favor upon the Israelites and is considered one of the most beautiful
biblical blessings. The text reads (in Hebrew and English translation): > "Yevarechecha Adonai
veyishmerecha" > "The Lord bless you and keep you." > "Ya’er Adonai panav eilecha" > "May
the Lord make His face shine upon you." > "Vichuneka" > "And be gracious unto you." > "Yisha
Adonai panav eilecha" > "May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you." > "Veyasem lecha
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shalom." > "And give you peace." This blessing has been recited in Jewish worship for centuries
and has transcended its original cultural boundaries to become a universal prayer for peace and
divine protection.

Adoption into Christian Worship and Musical Settings

While rooted in Jewish tradition, the blessing gained widespread popularity in Christian liturgical
settings, especially within Protestant worship. Its lyrical, poetic nature lends itself well to
musical interpretation, making it suitable for: - Choral performances - Wedding ceremonies -
Funerals - Easter and Christmas services John Rutter’s arrangement, composed in the late 20th
century, is perhaps the most famous adaptation in contemporary choral music, often sung as a
benediction or closing piece.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Themes and Spiritual Significance

Divine Blessing

The opening line, "The Lord bless you and keep you," encapsulates a prayer for divine favor and
protection. It emphasizes that true blessing originates from God and that His guardianship is
paramount. Themes include: - Divine favor and grace - Spiritual protection - The desire for well-
being

Divine Light and Favor

The subsequent line, "May the Lord make His face shine upon you," speaks of divine presence
illuminating the lives of the faithful. It conveys a sense of warmth, approval, and enlightenment,
akin to the biblical concept of God's face shining upon His people. Themes include: - Divine
illumination - Joy and hope - Spiritual awakening

Grace and Peace

The phrases "And be gracious unto you" and "And give you peace" highlight the desire for God's
grace and the peace that surpasses understanding. They reflect the core Christian and Jewish
aspirations for harmony, forgiveness, and serenity in life. Themes include: - Mercy and
compassion - Inner tranquility - Holistic well-being

Overall Message

Collectively, the lyrics serve as a comprehensive prayer for divine favor, protection, joy, grace,
and peace. The words are simple yet profound, encapsulating a universal longing for divine
blessing that transcends cultural and religious boundaries.

Musical Composition and Rutter’s Arrangement



Overview of Rutter's Style

John Rutter is renowned for his lyrical, accessible, and emotionally evocative choral
compositions. His arrangement of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" exemplifies his mastery in
blending traditional melodies with contemporary choral techniques. Key characteristics of
Rutter’s arrangement include: - Harmonious richness: Use of lush harmonies that support the
melody without overpowering it. - Expressive dynamics: Gentle crescendos and decrescendos
that mirror the prayerful nature of the text. - Balanced voicing: Clear delineation of soprano,
alto, tenor, and bass parts, ensuring clarity and warmth. - Accessible complexity: While
musically sophisticated, the arrangement remains approachable for amateur and professional
choirs alike.

Structure of the Composition

The piece typically follows a straightforward structure: 1. Introduction: A serene opening, often
with a simple harmonic foundation. 2. Main melody: Sung by the choir, usually in unison or
harmony, emphasizing the text. 3. Development: Subtle harmonic shifts and dynamic variations
to heighten emotional impact. 4. Conclusion: A gentle, conclusive cadence that leaves a sense
of peace. The arrangement often features: - Solo passages or unison lines for emphasis. - Use of
choir divisi for added richness. - Repetition of key phrases to reinforce the prayerful tone.

Performance Considerations

Vocal Technique and Interpretation

Performers are encouraged to approach this piece with: - Expressive phrasing: To convey
sincerity and warmth. - Balanced tone: Maintaining clarity across all voice parts. - Dynamic
sensitivity: Emphasizing the gentle nature of the blessing. - Respect for text: Ensuring that the
meaning of each phrase is communicated clearly.

Accompaniment and Acoustics

While Rutter’s arrangement can be performed a cappella, it is often accompanied by piano,
organ, or orchestral ensemble. Considerations include: - Using accompaniment to enhance the
serenity and warmth. - Ensuring acoustics support clarity and blend. - Maintaining a soft,
contemplative dynamic level suitable for worship or reflection.

Use in Different Settings

The versatility of this piece allows it to be performed in various contexts: - Religious services: As
a benediction or closing prayer. - Weddings: As a blessing for the newlyweds. - Funerals: To
invoke divine peace and comfort. - Concerts: As a stand-alone choral piece emphasizing
spiritual themes.
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Impact and Legacy of Rutter’s "The Lord Bless You and
Keep You"

Popularity and Adoption

Since its debut, Rutter’s arrangement has become one of the most beloved settings of this
biblical blessing. It is regularly included in: - Choral anthologies - School and community choir
repertoires - Religious services across denominations Its accessible beauty and spiritual depth
have contributed to its widespread adoption.

Influence on Sacred Music

Rutter’s arrangement has inspired numerous composers and arrangers to create their own
settings of the blessing, emphasizing its universal appeal. Its gentle melody and prayerful lyrics
serve as a model for combining musical artistry with spiritual expression.

Enduring Relevance

In a world often marked by turmoil, the message of divine blessing, protection, and peace
remains profoundly relevant. Rutter’s musical interpretation helps keep this timeless prayer
alive, providing comfort and inspiration to generations of listeners.

Conclusion: The Significance of the Lyrics and Their
Musical Setting

John Rutter’s arrangement of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" elevates an ancient biblical
blessing into a contemporary choral masterpiece. Its lyrics encapsulate universal desires for
divine favor, protection, grace, and peace, making it a meaningful addition to any spiritual or
musical setting. Through its lyrical beauty, harmonic richness, and emotional depth, the piece
continues to touch hearts worldwide. Whether performed in a church, concert hall, or special
ceremony, it serves as a reminder of divine care and the enduring power of prayer expressed
through music. In essence, the lyrics and Rutter’s arrangement form a harmonious
prayer—simple in words but profound in impact—invoking divine blessings with grace, serenity,
and hope for all who hear or sing it.

Questions & Answers About the lord bless you and keep
you rutter lyrics

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the origin of the phrase
'The Lord bless you and keep
you'?

The phrase originates from the biblical priestly blessing
found in Numbers 6:24-26, where God instructs Aaron
to bless the Israelites with this blessing.



2 Who composed the hymn 'The
Lord Bless You and Keep You'?

The hymn was composed by Peter C. Lutkin in 1926,
based on the biblical blessing from Numbers 6.

3 What are the lyrics of the 'The
Lord bless you and keep you'
hymn?

The lyrics typically go: 'The Lord bless you and keep
you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace.'

4 Are there modern renditions of
'The Lord Bless You and Keep
You'?

Yes, many artists and choirs have recorded
contemporary versions of this blessing, often in worship
services and special events.

5 What is the significance of this
blessing in Christian worship?

It is used to invoke God's protection, grace, and peace
upon individuals or congregations during services or
ceremonies.

6 Can 'The Lord Bless You and
Keep You' be used in non-
religious contexts?

While primarily a religious blessing, it is sometimes
used in secular settings to express good wishes and
blessings for someone's well-being.

7 How has the phrase influenced
popular culture or music?

The blessing has inspired numerous musical
adaptations, choral arrangements, and references in
popular media emphasizing themes of protection and
peace.

8 Is there a specific version of the
lyrics for different
denominations?

Yes, some denominations may adapt the lyrics slightly,
but the core message remains consistent across
Christian traditions.

9 Where can I find recordings or
sheet music for 'The Lord Bless
You and Keep You'?

You can find recordings on music streaming platforms,
and sheet music is available through hymn publishers,
online music stores, or church resources.

bless you and keep you lyrics, Lord bless you song, Rutter blessings lyrics, The Lord bless and
keep you, choir blessing song, John Rutter blessings, church blessing lyrics, inspirational
blessing song, religious blessing lyrics, Rutter choral music
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