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Away Michael Gow

Away Michael Gow: Exploring the Themes, Characters, and Significance of Michael Gow’s Play
Introduction Away Michael Gow is a compelling and thought-provoking Australian play that has
captivated audiences since its debut in 1986. Renowned playwright Michael Gow masterfully explores
themes of family, loss, hope, and the resilience of the human spirit through a poignant narrative set
during the Christmas holidays. This article offers an in-depth analysis of the play, its major themes,
characters, and its enduring significance in Australian theatre.

Overview of Away Michael Gow

Background and Context
Away was written by Michael Gow in 1986, during a period of significant social and political change in
Australia. The play reflects the cultural atmosphere of the 1980s, emphasizing Australian identity,
community, and the personal impacts of broader societal issues. Gow’s work is often classified as a
contemporary Australian classic, praised for its insightful portrayal of family dynamics and the human
condition.

Plot Summary
The play is set during the Christmas holiday period and revolves around three families who are on holiday
together. The narrative interweaves their stories, revealing their struggles, hopes, and disappointments.
Major plot points include:

The journey of a family dealing with grief after the loss of a loved one.1.
The exploration of personal growth and reconciliation among the characters.2.
The overarching theme of finding hope and meaning amidst tragedy.3.

Gow employs a non-linear storytelling approach, shifting perspectives to build emotional depth and
emphasize the interconnectedness of the characters’ experiences.

Major Themes in Away Michael Gow

1. Family and Relationships
The play emphasizes the importance of familial bonds and the complexities within relationships. Through
characters’ interactions, Gow explores:

The tension between individual desires and family responsibilities.1.
The process of reconciliation and understanding.2.
The impact of grief on family dynamics.3.



2. Loss and Grief
A central theme is how characters confront and cope with loss. Gow portrays grief as a universal
experience that can lead to growth and renewal. The play demonstrates that:

Grief can bring people closer together or drive them apart.1.
Healing requires acknowledgment and acceptance.2.
Hope can emerge even in times of profound sorrow.3.

3. Hope and Resilience
Despite dealing with heavy themes, Away ultimately conveys a message of hope. Gow suggests that
resilience and community support are vital in overcoming adversity. This is reflected through:

The characters’ journeys towards acceptance and understanding.1.
The symbolic use of the holiday season as a time for renewal.2.
The play’s optimistic ending that emphasizes hope for the future.3.

4. Australian Identity and Culture
Gow incorporates distinctly Australian settings, language, and references, emphasizing themes of
national identity. The play celebrates Australian resilience, humor, and the importance of community.

Key Characters in Away Michael Gow

1. Coral
Coral is a mother who embodies nurturing and resilience. Her character navigates the challenges of
mourning and maintaining hope for her family.

2. Vic
Vic is a father figure who often provides comic relief but also reveals depth and vulnerability. His
interactions highlight the importance of family unity.

3. Tom
Tom is a young boy whose innocence and curiosity serve as a contrast to the adult characters’ struggles.
His perspective underscores themes of hope and renewal.

4. Roy and Meg
The other family members add layers to the narrative, each representing different responses to grief and
change.
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Stylistic Features and Techniques

Non-Linear Narrative
Gow employs flashbacks and shifting timelines to create a layered storytelling experience. This technique
emphasizes the unpredictability of life and the interconnectedness of personal stories.

Use of Symbolism
Symbols such as the Christmas holiday, the sea, and the Australian landscape reinforce themes of hope,
renewal, and identity.

Dialogue and Language
The play uses authentic Australian vernacular, which grounds the story in its cultural setting and
enhances relatability.

Significance and Impact of Away Michael Gow

1. Cultural Reflection
The play reflects Australian society in the 1980s, capturing the social issues, values, and national identity
of the time. It continues to resonate with audiences due to its authentic portrayal of Australian life.

2. Educational Value
Away is widely studied in Australian schools and drama programs for its rich themes, character
development, and theatrical techniques. It encourages critical thinking about personal and societal
issues.

3. Longevity and Popularity
The play’s universal themes of love, loss, hope, and resilience ensure its relevance across generations. Its
successful productions in various contexts have cemented its status as a staple of Australian theatre.

4. Awards and Critical Acclaim
Since its debut, Away has received numerous awards and accolades, including recognition for its
powerful storytelling and contribution to Australian drama.

Conclusion

Away Michael Gow stands as a profound exploration of human resilience set against the backdrop of
Australian society. Its themes of family, grief, hope, and cultural identity make it a timeless piece that



continues to resonate with audiences today. By weaving together compelling characters, authentic
dialogue, and symbolic storytelling, Gow creates a theatrical experience that is both emotionally moving
and culturally significant. Whether studied academically or enjoyed in live performances, Away remains
an essential work in the canon of Australian theatre, inspiring reflection on the enduring power of hope
amidst adversity.

Away Michael Gow: An Investigative Review of Its Themes, Impact, and Legacy In the landscape of
contemporary theatre, certain plays stand out not merely for their immediate emotional impact but for
their enduring influence and layered complexity. Among these, Away by Michael Gow holds a
distinguished place. First premiered in Australia in 1986, this seminal work has since become a
cornerstone of Australian theatrical repertoire, celebrated for its nuanced exploration of family, loss,
hope, and the human condition. This investigative review aims to dissect the elements that make Away a
compelling piece of theatre, examine its historical and cultural significance, and assess its ongoing legacy
within theatrical discourse.

Origins and Context of Away

Michael Gow: The Playwright’s Background
To understand Away, it is essential to contextualize it within Michael Gow’s career. An acclaimed
Australian playwright born in 1954, Gow emerged in the 1980s as a leading voice in Australian drama,
known for his ability to blend realism with poetic lyricism. His works frequently explore themes of family
dynamics, societal change, and personal identity, often set against the backdrop of Australian history and
culture. Gow’s earlier plays, notably Out of the Question (1978), established his reputation for sharp
dialogue and insightful character studies. Away, written in 1986, represents a maturation of his thematic
concerns, shaped by Australia’s social climate of the 1980s—a period marked by economic change,
shifting national identity, and reevaluation of historical narratives.

Historical and Cultural Climate of the 1980s Australia
The 1980s in Australia was a transformative decade. The country grappled with economic reforms, the
aftermath of the Vietnam War, and debates over national identity. The Australian government was
increasingly emphasizing multiculturalism and introspection about its colonial history. Within this
climate, Gow’s Away emerged as a reflection of collective longing for meaning amidst societal upheaval.
The play’s setting and themes resonate with this period’s existential questioning, as Australians sought to
reconcile their personal and national histories with a future defined by change. Gow’s work taps into
these currents, offering a microcosm—through a family’s summer holiday—of broader societal shifts.

Thematic Exploration of Away

Family, Loss, and Connection
At its core, Away is an exploration of family bonds tested by tragedy and the inevitability of change. The
play unfolds over a single summer holiday, involving three families whose lives intersect through shared
experiences and individual struggles. Key themes include: - The fragility and resilience of family
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relationships - The impact of death and grief - The search for hope and renewal amidst despair The
characters’ interactions reveal the complexities of love, misunderstanding, and reconciliation, painting a
poignant portrait of familial life.

Memory and Nostalgia
Gow employs memory as a motif that underscores the characters’ struggles to reconcile their past with
their present. The play oscillates between moments of nostalgia and stark reality, highlighting how
memory can serve as both comfort and burden. This thematic layer invites viewers to reflect on their own
histories and the ways in which the past shapes identity and perception.

War and Its Aftermath
Although not explicitly set during wartime, Away subtly references Australia’s military history and the
lingering effects of war on individuals and families. Characters’ stories evoke themes of sacrifice, loss,
and the search for peace—universal concerns amplified within the Australian context.

Structural and Stylistic Analysis

Form and Narrative Technique
Away employs a realist dramatic style infused with poetic language, characteristic of Gow’s signature
approach. The play’s structure is non-linear, weaving past and present through flashbacks and
monologues, which deepen character development and thematic complexity. This fluidity allows Gow to
explore internal conflicts and collective histories simultaneously, creating an immersive experience for
the audience.

Character Development and Dialogue
The characters in Away are richly drawn, each embodying different facets of the human experience: - The
grieving mother, grappling with loss - The young boy seeking understanding - The father trying to
maintain stability amidst chaos - The outsider seeking connection Gow’s dialogue is both naturalistic and
poetic, capturing the nuances of human speech and inner thought. The interactions reveal layers of
emotion, often conveyed through subtle gestures and unspoken tension.

Use of Symbolism and Imagery
Gow integrates symbolic elements—such as the sea, summer, and memory—to enhance thematic depth.
The sea, for example, represents both separation and possibility, while summer embodies fleeting beauty
and transience. Imagery of light and darkness underscores the play’s exploration of hope amid despair,
reinforcing its poetic resonance.



Reception and Critical Analysis

Initial Reception and Audience Impact
Upon its debut, Away was met with critical acclaim, praised for its emotional depth and poetic language.
Its relatable characters and universal themes resonated with audiences, establishing it as an influential
work in Australian theatre. The play’s success led to numerous productions domestically and
internationally, and it quickly became a staple in Australian drama curricula.

Critical Perspectives and Academic Interpretations
Scholars have analyzed Away through various lenses: - As a reflection of Australian identity and history -
As a meditation on grief and resilience - As a theatrical union of realism and lyricism Some critics note
Gow’s skillful blending of personal and collective narratives, positioning Away as a play that transcends
its immediate context to address universal human concerns.

Controversies and Debates
While largely celebrated, some debates have arisen around the play’s portrayal of gender roles and the
representation of loss. Critics argue that certain characters are idealized or that the play’s optimistic
tone may overshadow deeper societal issues. Nonetheless, these discussions highlight Away’s richness as
a work capable of provoking ongoing dialogue.

Legacy and Influence

Impact on Australian Theatre
Away is considered a landmark in Australian drama, inspiring subsequent generations of playwrights and
theatre practitioners. Its success demonstrated the potential of Australian stories to resonate broadly,
encouraging a more diverse and authentic theatrical voice. The play’s structure, thematic depth, and
poetic language have become influential benchmarks for contemporary Australian playwrights.

Educational and Cultural Significance
Away has been widely studied in educational settings, used to teach not only dramatic techniques but
also Australian history and cultural identity. Its themes of family, loss, and hope continue to resonate with
audiences, ensuring its relevance across generations.

Continued Performances and Adaptations
The play remains a popular choice for theatre companies, adapted into various formats including radio
and film. These adaptations attest to its enduring appeal and the universality of its themes.
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Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Away

Michael Gow’s Away stands as a testament to the transformative power of theatre. Its intricate weaving
of personal and collective narratives, poetic language, and universal themes make it a masterpiece that
continues to inspire reflection and dialogue. Through its exploration of family, memory, and resilience,
Away not only captures the Australian zeitgeist of the 1980s but also offers timeless insights into the
human experience. Its legacy endures, reminding us of the capacity for hope and renewal even in the face
of profound loss. As theatre continues to evolve, Away remains a touchstone—a play that challenges,
comforts, and invites audiences to confront their own histories and aspirations. Its enduring relevance
affirms Michael Gow’s stature as one of Australia’s most significant playwrights and cements Away’s
place in the canon of great dramatic works.

Questions & Answers About away michael gow

No Question Answer

1 What is the main theme of 'Away'
by Michael Gow?

The main themes of 'Away' include loss, reconciliation, family
dynamics, and the human capacity for hope and resilience
amidst tragedy.

2 When was Michael Gow's play
'Away' first premiered?

'Away' was first premiered in 1986 and has since become a
significant work in Australian theatre.

3 Why is 'Away' considered a
significant work in Australian
drama?

Because it captures the Australian spirit, explores universal
themes, and has had a lasting impact on contemporary
theatre, making it an important part of Australia's cultural
landscape.

4 What are the key characters in
Michael Gow's 'Away'?

The play features characters such as Roy, Coral, Vic, and
Tom, each representing different facets of Australian society
and personal struggles.

5 How has 'Away' been received by
critics and audiences?

'Away' has been highly acclaimed by critics and loved by
audiences for its emotional depth, relatable characters, and
insightful portrayal of Australian life.

6 Are there any notable adaptations
or performances of 'Away'?

Yes, 'Away' has been widely performed across Australia and
internationally, with notable productions by various theatre
companies, and has been adapted for radio and educational
purposes.

Michael Gow, Away play, Australian theatre, Australian playwrights, Australian drama, 1980s theatre,
Australian literature, Sydney Theatre Company, contemporary Australian plays, Australian cultural
themes
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